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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Built around 1912, the Frederick County National Bank is in the classical style. It 
is two full stories high with an attic story above the entablature. The main material for 
the building is an off-white brick laid in common bond and the trim is a light gray stone. 
It occupies a corner site, and its two facades will be treated separately. 

The N. Market Street facade is the front of the bank and is rather narrow in compar
ison to the side elevation. Its main parts are two projections, with pilasters on virtu
ally their whole face, flanking a recess in which are two columns. In the center of these 
columns is the entrance. The columns, and indeed the whole front of the recess, is of 
stone. 

A stone base runs around the entire building except for the recess on this front 
where the entrance occurs. At its top is a projecting stone course. The pilasters on the 
projections have two courses of brick for a base - one course on end and one on its side. 
A four inch brick band runs up the sides of the pilasters forming a rectangular panel on 
them. The capitals are stone and have a fluting pattern on their abaci on top of which 
is an unusual saw tooth ornamentation resembling sharp spikes of stone, set points up. 
On the front of these capitals is an ornament consisting of a cadaceus (wings above with 
two snakes coiling around a staff) with an ear of corn on either side. There are two of 
these with a circular disc between on each pilaster capital. The columns and bases are 
in the Tuscan order and their capitals are identical with those on the pilasters, but 
without the caduceus and disc ornamentation. 

The entrance consists of a large glass panel over which is a Roman arch with the 
doorway proper being much smaller. The arch has a stone moulding around it made of a bead 
and cavetto. The keystone of the arch is a console with an eagle standi~~ on it. 

The doorway itself has a black wrought iron rail inside and a wood pediment painted 
blc.ck above it. The pediTie::lt is supported by consoles between which are strung ga;:lands 
of leaves in ttree waves with scro::!.ls of cloth h2.nging from t}:e crests. On top of the 
pediment is another example of the saw tooth ornamentation. 

Above the entrance arch is a stone IToulding with a fret band 1:-:o'::if. Cver this is the 
recess are t~wee >>indows - double hung wi::t-. 1/1 sash. These are in a group and have stone 
surrounds wit:1 a torus moulding \\7 :!.th =oliage enric:urient running across the top and halfway 
down the outside edge of the group. 

Ove!: the windows, the entablature occurs. It contains a stone architrave, on which, 
aga.in, is the saw tooth orna1:i.ent) a brick =rieze) on which in the center recess, the 
sign is placed, and a heavy stone cornice with r:iodillions. 

In the attic story the pilasters are continued, but the recess in the center is not 
as deep. It contains ::ive double huog •..-indows wi t:1 1/1 sash on this level. There is a 
stone course running acrcss t:1e :ace :Jf the entire building above these windows which 
serves as their lintels. Over this stone course is another stm~e moulding above which 
is the parapet of brick and a stone parapet cap. Above all is a flat roof. 

The Patrick Street facade on the bank consists of five bays separated by pilasters. 
These pilasters have the same type bases and capitals as those on the front, but are 
narrower, and consequently, their capitals have only one of the caduceus and corn ear 
ornaments. The pilasters continue up into the attic story after being interrupted by 
the entablature. 

The same type stone base runs around the building at sidewalk level as on Market 
Street and has basement windows - one to a bay - with iron bars over them. 

On the first story level, four of the bays have windows with Roman arched heads and 
fixed sash. Brick arches are over the openings with stone consoles for keystones. The 
last bay to the west contains a doorway on the first floor level. This doorway is covered 
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by a heavy stone pediment supported by brackets made in an artificial leaf design. These 
brackets terminate on the bottom with a motif of inverted keystones - two smaller ones 
flanking a large one in the center. 

Under the second story windows runs a fret band moulding between pilasters. The 
bays each have one window which is double hung with 1/1 sash and has stone surrounds with 
a torus moulding identical to that over the second story windows on the Market Street 
elevation. 

The attic story on this facade is essentially the same as on the front. There are 
two windows in each bay and their lintels and the mouldings over them, and indeed, the en
tire parapet and cap, are similar to that described on the N. Market Street facade. 

To the north of the front on Market Street, an addition is in the process of being 
constructed. This will be a plain structure not matching the style of the old building, 
unfortunately, but the materials for the addition will match the off-white brick and 
light gray stone of the present bank. 
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