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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building was formerly a Y.M.C.A. and has been converted to offices. It 
is detached, three stories in height, rests on a high basement, is of a rectangular 
"H" shape with a formal design of two, seven by three bay end sections connected by 
a seven bay long recessed center section which is five bays in depth. End sections 
have hipped roofs while the center section is a steep sloped "A" frame, all covered 
with slate shingles. The former tall chimneys and seven round arched dormer windows 
have been removed from the roof. The north and west street facades are faced with a 
thin white brick while the other sides are of regular brick, all in common bond. The 
main entrance is on Church Street in the center bay. This is framed by sandstone 
quoins, is recessed, and contains double glass paneled doors with an overlight. It 
is reached by a sandstone porch with Doric pillars supporting a porch roof in the shape 
of a Greek Revival entablature and supported at the wall by fluted brackets. A bal­
lustrade formerly enclosed this roof. The window above this entrance is topped by a 
large protruding pediment with a plain architrave and supported by scrolled brackets 
on either side. The west entrance in the north end of the recessed section was for­
merly similar to the main entrance, but the entablature and ballustrade were supported 
by the brackets with no pillars. This has been altered to a modern enclosed entranceway. 

All windows have 1/1 sash with sandstone lintels and sills for the street fac~ 
and three course header segmental arches with wood sills for the other sides. Both 
street facades are ornamented with masonry designs. The base of the building is faced 
with rock faced rectangular blocks of red sandstone topped by a watercourse of long 
sandstone blocks at the first floor level. Thirteen belt courses of six bricks line 
the wall from the watercourse to the second floor level and are topped by a protruding 
sandstone cornice with two rows of brick <lentils beneath. Second floor windows are 
located in recesses with round arched tops and diamond shaped designs of brick are 
centered in the infill. Brick quoins frame the corners of the building above the first 
floor level. There is a protruding box cornice all around the roofline with a decor­
ative band of the egg and dart motif. Just below this is a three string brick cornice 
section with the center row being vertical brick headers, one brick apart. At each 
corner of the building are pairs of flat moulded drops in the cornice. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{ 301) 267-1438 
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