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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a very large 2-1/2 story detached brick mansion designed in the best of 
Victorian styling - "R.H. Richardson - Romanesque." It is three large bays wide and 
nine bays in depth with a one story and attic extension two bays wide, one bay in 
depth and other newer additions. All brickwork is of light red pressed brick in connnon 
bond. Generous use of brownstone trim includes window lintels, mullions and sills, drip 
molds, impost blocks, cornices, pediment coping, the front entrance entablature, front 
porch, and facing at the base of the front facade. The grand entrance occupies the 
center bay with double doors of glass over panels, a rectangular transom with dentiled 
transom bar, and a framing of square attached stone block pillars sided by quoins. 
Centered on these pillars are diamond shaped plaques framing the sculpted childhood 
heads of Eleanor and Alice Houck. Heading this is a high flat entablature adorned 
by sculpted foliage, ribbons, and the family monogram, CEH (Houck). This is approached 
by a wide brownstone porch of six steps having sidewalls and round attached end pillars. 
Directly above in the second story is a bow shaped triple window section of stone with 
mullions, transom bars, leaded glass transoms, and a dentiled cornice. All front 
windows are of 1/1 sash with transoms, round arches with four rows of headers and 
topped by carved drip molds resting on foliated impost blocks. Those on either side 
of the entrance are very tall and wide, and there are paired windows above. The two 
left front bays are topped by a tall, wide pediment lighted by a three part half round 
window fronted by a bow shaped deck corbelled into the wall. The attic section abo' 
the right bay is lighted by a large ornate pedimented dormer window trinnned on the front 
by fluted pilasters, headed by moulded garlands, and the gable bears a moulded wreath 
with ribbons. Low square columns rise on either side as extensions of the pilasters. 
This dormer window trim is apparently of copper. 

A wide, three sided, two story, brick, bay window section dominates the left side of 
the building headed by a deck section trinnned by bands of alternately projecting 
bricks and a dentiled stone cornice. This deck fronts a wide, half round arched triple 
window. The rear section of the attic is lighted on the left side by a hip roofed dormer 
window sheathed with fish scale shingles. 

The right facade of the mansion is accented by a two story, four section, brick 
bay window with shingle trim in the fifth bay. This contains 6/6 sash with three pane 
transoms and is crowned by a steep round turret with a tall ornate wrought iron finial. 
Side windows are of 1/1 sash, mostly round arched and trinnned like those on the front, 
but some have either segmental brick arches or flat stone lintels and wood or stone 
sills. 

The roof is very irregular in plan, shaped by a steep sloped gable on the front 
and left sides, two on the right side and a hipped rear section, all sheathed by 
slate shingles. Several narrow and rounded "swept" window sections peep through the 
roof to light the attic. Tall, triple flue enclosed chimneys rise from either side of 
the left gable and through the center of the right gables. These are decorated by 
multi·-columned stacks of rounded bricks headed by stone cornices. 

The building sets on a high brick faced foundation, probably of fieldstone. On 
either side are former gardens with a parking lot now on the left and a lawn area 
shaded by a high Purple Beech tree on the right side. These areas are fronted by 
sturdy brick walls topped by wider corbelled sections and brownstone coping. They 
entered by gateways headed by flat, stone entablatures and with wrought iron gates. .e 
carriage entrances on the left are framed by square pillars bearing stone spheres. 

The vestibule is ornated with paneled wainscoating and ceiling. The hall is 
entered by double doors of oak with panels of small beveled glass panes and a leaded 
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glass transom with <lentil trim. The front hallway walls are adorned with fresce 
cornices in a ribbon and garland motif. The rooms are entered by sets of large double
paneled doors. The main stair is ended by ornately carved newel posts. The flooring 
is inlaid in marble. A beautiful, large stained glass leaded panel accents the door 
leading to the bay window solarium section on the south side. 
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