
FHD-194 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

RICE'S COLOR CENTER 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

437 N. Market Street 
CITY.TOWN 

Frederick _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

x._BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC .!ocCUPIED 

_xpRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS .XYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF Dl:EDS, ETC. Frederick County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

N. Court Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Frederick, Maryland 

DREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Frederick 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

!_coMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE , Zl.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



BoESCRIPTION 

X_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X-ALTERED 

..... - f' 

CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a three story brick corner building being five bays wide and three bays 
in depth with a full width, two story extension of four bays in depth and another 
extension of the same size plus a one story, one bay square extension to the rear 
which is of commercial design. The front brickwork shows various stages of construction. 
The left and right sections were apparently built as 2-1/2 story houses, one of dark 
red brick and the other salmon colored. A third story was added across both at a 
later date and of a different shade of red brick. All brickwork is laid in common 
bond. The first floor of the front section is now a home decorating shop with a new 
Colonial style facade. The recessed entrance in the second bay from the right has a 
door with small panes over panels with large shop windows of small panes on either 
side. These are framed by fluted Doric pilasters. To the left of a brick pier lies 
another wide, small paned Colonial shop window. Over all is a panel of vertical siding 
with the firm name of Rice's Color Center spelled out in different colored letters. 
T~o young trees on the front sidewalk add to the appearance of the building. All 
front upper story windows of 1/1 sash have old flat brick arches. The first rear ex­
tension has mostly industrial street side windows, but the second extension has 2/2 
sash double windows with segmental, three row header arches decorated by a roundel in 
the infills. There is only one window remaining on the first floor, but the arches 
remain. The front roof section appears to slope to the rear with stepped end walls 
and the extensions have metal shed roofs. A three string cornice (unnecessary with tuis 
type roof) ties both extensions together on the Fifth Street elevation. A four flue 
chimney with convex peaked caps rises from the center of the right side of the front 
section. The front roofline is decorated by a moulded cornice supported by long cyma 
curved and fluted brackets and adorned with a row of <lentils, row of scalloped motifs, 
and a row of small rounded disks connects thebossesof the brackets at the lower edge 
of the frieze. This building rests on a low foundation, probably of fieldstone. 
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The shopfront of this building greatly improves the appearance of this area 
and is a good example for further restoration projects on Market Street. 
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