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This is a 2-1/2 story detached pair of frame houses four bays wide and three 
bays in depth with a two story frame "T" shaped wing three bays square and side 
balconies. The front is sheathed with asbestos siding and the sides and rear by 
asbestos siding. Newer doors wtih three pane overlights occupy the second and 
fourth bays from the left. All house windows are of 6/6 sash including the attic 
windows in the end gables. The front section has a moderate slope "A" frame roof 
with a small enclosed chimney at each end and a double flue chimney centered at the 
rear of the front section. The wing has a low "A" frame roof and all are of metal. 
This building sets on a rather high fieldstone foundation. 
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This log cabin, built about 1860, was the first home of Ebenezer AME Church in St. Mary's County. 

SAVING 'LITTLE TREASURES' 
' By Edward Gunts 

Sun StaffWrtter 

Deep in a glade off Three Notch 
Road near Mechanicsville, a ram
shackle log cabin swvtves as a poi
gnant symbol of religious freedom 
in Southern Maryland. 

•ttere in this log cabin I 00 
years ago, in this little patch of 
woods, a group of free humble pi
ous colored folk ... orgarllzed the 
Ebenezer AME Church. the first of 
its denomination in Southern 
Maryland,· reads the Inscription 
on a plaque dated 1961. 

-in this hallowed spot their spir
its are enshrined forever. tho their 
names and faces have been forgot
ten and dimmed by time." 

Built about 1860, Ebenezer Af
rican Methodist Episcopal Church 
is one of the few historic log struc
tures still standing in St. Mary's 
County and perhaps the only log 
church to be found anywhere in 
Maryland. 

After a new church was built 
next to it in the late 1890s, the older 
structme became a me-room school 
fer blacks, a use that continued un
til the early 1950s. It was then con
verted to storage space for the 
church, which opened neaiby build
ings in 1949 and 1961. In recent 
years, the log structure has deterlo
rated. Part of one wall has collapsed, 
leaving a hole in the roof. 

But the owners are hoping to 
preserve It for future generations, 
with the help of a restoration grant 
from Preselvatlon Maryland. 

The statewide organization re
cently offered a $5,000 matching 
grant to help restore the building 
as a museum and setting for occa
sional worship services, a project 

Preservation focuses 
on black history 

that is expected to cost $25.000. 
Church members are seeking to 

raise the rest with help from the 
St. Mary's County Historic District 
Commission, the Maryland Histori
cal Trust and others. The cost is 
relatively Inexpensive, sponsors 
say. because the building is so sim
ple in its construction. Jim Laws of 
Leonardtown will be the restora
tion contractor. 

•Ifs as derelict as a building can 
get and still be standing," said Da
vid Chase, executive director of 
Preselvation Maryland. 

"It was going quick," agreed his
toric district commissioner John 
Cook. "A lot of times, it's these lit
tle treasures that fall through the 
cracks." 

Made of hand-hewn horizontal 
logs joined with half dovetails at the 
comers, the church is one of three 
African-American landmarks that 
Preservation Maryland has targeted 
for assistance this year. 

The second is an 1818 church 
in Bladensbwg. It was constructed 
to house a Presbyterian congr-ega
tion but sold in 1872 to St. Paul's 
Baptist Church, an African-Amerl
can congregation founded in 1866 
by a former slave named Sarah 
Phunmer. St. Paul's sold it in 1973 
to the Free Hope Baptist congr-ega
tion. Preservation Maryland 
awarded $5,000 to help restore the 
building at an estimated total cost 
of$50,000 to $70,000. 

The third project. for which 
Preservation Maryland allocated 
$2,500, is to recycle the focmer 

Free Colored Men's Library at 111 
to 113 Ice St. bl Frederick. The 
library was an outgrowth of a read
ing club formed in 1913. l'i'edel1ck 
Habitat for Humanity plans to con
vert it to aftOrdabJe housing for two 
families at a cost of$120,000. 

Preservation Maryland's effort 
to help save African-American 
landmarks is consistent with a na
tional movement toward multicul
turalism in preservation. 

Mr. Chase said earlier waves of 
restoration actlvity generally in
volved preserving homes ·of 
wealthy people. As a result, Afri
can-American sites have been neg
lected, he said. Only in recent 
years have efforts been made to 
save buildings of significance to 
African-Americans, such as Or
chard Street Church in Baltimore, 
he said. 

Tyler Gearhart, programs ad
ministrator for Preservation Mary
land, said "the preservation move
ment is trying to reach out and be 
more aware of the different cul
tures that have contributed to the 
American landscape." 

Preservation Maryland provides 
grants ranging from $500 to $5.000 
and plans to allocate about $50,000 
this year. Rather than llllderlaking 
restoration projects of its own, it 
seeks to. support local preservation 
effocts by providing seed money. It 
am administers a $200,000 revolv
ing fund that provides low-interest 
loans to help nonprofit organiza
tions a£X}Uire and rehabilitate histor
ic slructmes. 

'What I would like to think is 
that our show of interest and our 
support are going to help these 
projects come about," Mr. Chase 
said. 


