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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Winchester Hall is a very large pair of 2-1/2 story brick buildings of connnon bond 
joined in the center by a hyphen serving as the main entrance (built in recent years). 

The front facades are identical, displaying the Greek Temple form with massive 
porticos having the pediments supported by Ionic fluted columns and five bays wide. The 
top attic sections are lighted by bands of casement windows guarded by cast iron grills 
in an "anthemian" design just below the front pediments and by small windows in the side­
walls. The columns rest on 3' high porches. Square piers of brick with wood trim support 
the pediments along front walls. Pedimented roof lines of the buildings rise behind the 
porch pediments. Massive centered doorways are headed by a wide, flat entablature trinnned 
by bands of carved leaves which also decorate the framing pilasters. Enclosing these 
recessed doors of nine (9) sash over panels are fluted Ionic columns similar to those on 
the porticos. Front windows contain 6/6 sashes and have wooden sills and cast iron cor­
nices decorated by "peaks,"~ "ears," and raised designs of anthemian leaves. 

The West building extends thirteen bays in depth. Brickwork on the sides and rear 
shows much alteration around window areas. Chimneys are irregularly spaced on the roofs. 
Upper story windows contain 6/6 sash with those in the top attic floor shorter than the 
others. Basement sashes vary from six (6) to nine (9) panes depending on the driveway 
grade. Most side windows have wooden lintels but some newer metal lintels have been 
added. 

The newer center entrance addition is three bays wide and recessed three bays, 
crowned by a simple pediment similar to the main buildings. This portico is fronted by 
two pairs of Ionic fluted pillars and is supported against the wall by two pairs of Ionic 
pilasters. The windows match those on either side. A broad belt cornice of three 
courses (three bricks high) runs around the recess area of this center section between 
the third and fourth floors and level with roofs of the main entrance. 

Low walls and plantings of boxwood and yew enhance the fronts of the portico porches 
and of the main entranceway. A herringbone pattern brick pavement fronts the whole com­
plex. 

The East building is seven bays long as was the West building, originally, judging 
by wall evidence. A cast iron porch and stairway lead to the side entrance. The top 
floor area seemed to have been altered judging by the use of metal lintels. 
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This pair of structures were originally built to house the Frederick Female 
Seminary, now known as Hood College. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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