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I 7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
~ Excellent 

[X Altered 

0 Goocl O Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIG.IN AL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

MHT F-1654 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved fXI Original Site 

The headquarters of the Historical Society of Frederick 
County is located at 24 East Church Street, the southwest 
corner of the intersection of East Church S~rect and Midale 
Alley. 

This imposing Federal mansion is five bays long, three 
deep, and two-and-a-half stories high with a broad, sloping 
"A" roof. The house stands on a high basement anc is con
structed of brick laid in Flemish bond. The central door 
(north) is reached by a flight of marble steps with a wrought
iron railing of classical design. The ten-panel double door 
with carved ovals is of noteworthy Federal design. There is 
a large, arched semi-elliptical fanlight with a marble lin
tel over it. The door has sidelight windows separated from 
it by freestanding Doric pillars. It is a handsomely pro
portioned doorway with a well-carved door. All the large 
windows have six-over-six sash with.marble sills and lintels. 

The north roof line of the building has a brick cornice 
with molded brick dentils. The erid walls of the building .. 
rise higher than the roof line forming a roof curtain, with 
squared, buttressed ends. There are twin chimneys connected 
by curtains enclosed in each end wall of the building. The 
north side of the roof has three, nine-over-six, round- , 
arched dormers with foliating muntins. They have flat-topped, 
stepped-in pediments. 

There is a small, well-proportioned addition on the east 
end of the house. It is one bay wide ... apd three bays deep and 
has brick pilasters at each corner and a small, wooden, 
classical cornice along the lower edge of the roof. It 
served as an off ice for the original owner of the hous~, 
John Baltzell, M.D. (1774-1854). There is a lower two-and-. 
a-half story wing to the south of the main section of the 
building. 

The stair hall of the house contains some decorative 
plasterwork. The paneling and staircase are woodwork repre
sentative of the period. The mantels are all marble repre
sentative of the period, although some of them are of a 
later period. 

There is a well-maintained garden to the south of the 
structure. 
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~· SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Checllr One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Col.,...bian i 0 16th C.ntury 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

M!-I'l' 

0 18th Century 

[X 19th Century 

SPECIFIC OATECSI (II Applicable and Known) after 1824 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checllr One ar More a• Appn>priate) 

Abar iginal IKJ Education 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

~ Architecture 

O Art 

O Co1111nerce 

D c-111unic:otions 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Engineering 

O lndultry 

0 Invention 

O Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

O Military 

O Music 

0 Politico! 

0 Religion/Phi-

losophy • 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

F-1654 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plonning 

~ Other (Specify) 

Children's ~uscum 

The Historical Society of Frederick County has acauired 
and preserved one of the larger, more imposing Federal-stvle 
houses in Frederick, Maryland. No longer a private residence, 
the Society maintains its headquarters in the building. 
Their facilities include a library, a meeting room, several 
rooms of "period furniture," memorabilia of local interest 
and, in an addition to the east of the house, an antiaue 
shop. Perhaps the most significant of these cooperative uses 
for this nineteenth-century building is the 1970 Youth Museum 
located in the basement. 

The association of the Society's headquarters with 
youth is appropriate in that tqe previous occupation was 
that of an orphanage. The third owner of the house, John 
Loats, devised the house and the pr~perty on which it stands 
to the Loats Female Orphan Asylum of Frederick City which 
he established in his will of 1879. 

In 1870, nine years before hi~· death, Loats had pur
chased the house from Colonel Alexander Baird Hanson, 
1790-1868. Hanson was a distant cousin of John Hanson, 
1715-1783, President of the United States in Congress 
Assembled. Alexander Baird Hanson was born in Kent County, 
Maryland, where he commanded the· Republican Blues, or "Silk 
Stocking Company," of Kent County. Hanson moved to Frederick 
City in the early 1830's quickly becoming involved in 
community affairs. He was instrumental in founding a school 
for girls called the Frederick Female Seminary. Ile served 
as President of the Frederick County Bank and, on a national 
level, as a director of both the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
and the Chesapeake and Potomac Canal companies. In 1855, 
Secretary of War Jefferson Davis, 1808 to 1889, appointed 
Hanson to the Board of Visitors to the Annual Examination 
for the United States Military P..cademy at West Point, New 
York. Hanson received this appointment one year after hP 
purchased 24 East Church Street frorl the estate of D:r •. Jr.Jin 
Baltzell. 

John Baltzell, 1774-1854, born in Frederick City, studied 
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 



MHT F-165.1 

r '· 
MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Recorders: 

Paul A. Brinkman, Maryland Historical Trust, 94 College, 
Annapolis, Maryland. I 

Nancy Mi.ller, Historian, Maryland Historical Trust. I 

Orlando Ridout IV, Director, Maryland Historical Trust • .. 
Frederick Coµnty Land Records. Hall of Records, Annapolis, 

1-laryland. 
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET ' 

110. GEOGRAPHICAL OATA 
------l - ---····----- j --L ... -TITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINAT-1'5 L"'TITUDE .. ND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOC ... TING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPE1'1'' 

R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES 

CO,.NER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE" 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds i 
NW 0 . 0 . 

39° 24' 54 
. 

77 0 24 34 
. I 

NE 0 . 0 . . 
I 

SE 0 . . 0 . . 
~w 0 . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACRC:AGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: one-acxe-. ----
!LIST ALL STATES.ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIF-! 

STATE: CODE COUNTY . corn: 

1 ----1-------
COl>r STA.Tl.:: co Dr: COUNTY: 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: COt'l 

STATE: conE COUNTY: CODte 

• ----------------- -- ------ . -· -I 1 t. FORM PREPARED BY .. 
NAME AND TITLE: -
Mrs. Preston Par~~~ Keeper of the ~ar_yland Reqister 

O"IG/.NI ZATION 
'DATE I 

Maryland Historical Trust .. •,. .... : Jan .19 i 1972--j 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

94 College Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE .. C:ODt 

~_nnapoli~ Marv land ?A --------------
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION i 12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the d .. signatcJ ~late J,1;oison Ofrircr for lhc Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of tllh(1 (l'uhli" I.aw 
I twn·hy certify thnt this property is inclu.J"d i11 tht· 

89-fl65). T hereby aominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Rci.;ister and certify that it has hren 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recon1nienckd 
Chief, Ollice of Arc11eolo1lY and 1/isloric Prcsrrv.111011 

1rv1·l of ~h:nific~HU"P nf this nnn11n.,t1nn is: 

Nat1n11.tl i I ~ ....... I I I .uni! \xl 

, . (' f 
uate \ ' ,. 

t?.~ (:(/~~{_~; I I I I ... 1J Name {,JA. / n :\A J1/! 
I 

I ATTEST: 
~ 

. Orlando Ridout IV 
,-

Tit le State Liaison Officer 
for Maryland Kccprr uf The Natiunill R .. (!nlt-r 

l)at<· _;I~n-~~ry 19_, __ 1972 ,,,,, (' 

.. . .. - -- ---- -- --·-
<..., n ~ v 1 .. o,. l 

m 
m 

z: 

0 

z: 



r-

MHT F-Hi54 (,'1<'~ 

Fonn 10-300a 
Uul1 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE 

Marv land 
NATIONAL REGIS.TER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

Frederick INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I 
ENTRY NUMBER I CATE: 

(Continuation Sheet) 

(N11111ber all anlrlaa) 

The Historical Society of Frederick County 

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued 

medicine at the University of Pennsylvania before returnin0 
to his native city to·practice. Between 1824 and 1P29 RaltzeJJ 
purchased one and one-half lots on the south side of Church 
Street on which he built the present house. The addition to 
the east, according to tradition, was Dr. Baltzell's office. 

The lots which Baltzell bought, number fifty-five and 
the northern half of number fifty-six, were two of the original 
lots for Frederick Town as it was first laid out in 1745 hv 
Daniel Dulany, 1722-1797. Thomas Schley, who in 1753 was the 
first purchaser of Lot No. 55, purpor~edly had built the first 
house elsewhere in Frederick Town in 1746. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

~EXCELLENT 
_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTEREO 

--ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

&>RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a very large Federal mansion of 2-1/2 stories and is detached. It has 
a very high fieldstone foundation with ten steps up to the first floor. This is five 
bays wide and extends back three bays. A seven bay long, two bay wide wing extends in 
an "L" shape to the rear on the west side. To the east is a one story, one bay square 
office structure added in 1877, and it extends along the front facade. 

A one bay square section on the rear in the angle of the "L" contains a porch and 
gallery above. The front section has a metal "A" frame roof of moderate slope. The 
sides of the house rise up to form roof curtains as does the rear wall of the wing. Two 
large chimneys with curtains are enclosed in each gable. Two other chimneys protrude 
from the wing which has a metal shed roof. Buttresses hold the ends of the roof curtains. 
The front brickwork is of Flemish bond and the side and rear are of common bond, all 
painted white. 

The Federal style doorway occupies the center bay. It has a wide door of ten 
panels and raised ovals framed by Doric pillars with short pedestals and has sidelights 
with lower sections of paneling. The whole is surmounted by a very nice fan window of 
the sunburst design. This is capped by a granite,narrow,elliptical arch curving down to 
the base of the fan window. All windows in the building are 6/6 sash with wood lintels 
and sills except on the front which are of granite. Three dormer windows are mountei ·th 
on the front and back sections of the "A" roof. They are of a design":fcommon in early 
Frederick--round arched 9/6 sash windows with a stepped in gable. The cornice along the 
front roofline is simple but attractive and has rectangular modillions set close together 
with a narrow belt trim beneath. The front doorway is reached by a wide porch of ten 
granite steps with wrought iron railings. The one bay office to the east has a front 
roofline framed like a flat entablature and brick pillasters rise at the corners. 

Unusual features of the house are the three dormers facing the rear and the fact 
that the two rear doors opening onto the rear porch and gallery are full, three part 
Federal doorways similar to the main entrance. 

All windows except on the front have louvered shutters. 

A high brick wall to the rear and sides encloses a recently landscaped garden with 
shrubs, yew, boxwood and lawn areas. A herringbone brick pavement fronts the structure . 

. • -. -
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

. ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --41.RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING XLANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --41.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --41.GRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 URCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 --41.RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

.X1800-1899 _COMMERCE -EXP LORA TION/SETILEM ENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

Cl830-News Clipping _INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This was used as a girls' orphan home for many years by the Lutheran Church. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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