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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a Victorian, Italianite style mansion, detached, is three bays square, 
and has a three bay square, slightly lower wing to the rear. The house is two stories 
in height and has another one bay square wing off the east wall, lower than the main 
house and fronted by a one story, one bay square wing even with the front facade of the 
house. The front section has a metal hipped roof with four chimneys equally spaced 
off the center of the ridge. The wing to the rear has a moderate slope, metal "A" 
frame roof. All brickwork is painted connnon bond. 

The recessed doorway contains a four panel door with a rectangular transom and 
sidelights with paneling beneath. Plain pilasters separate the door from the side
lights. All glass is set in diamond shaped divisions of moulding. The front section of 
the doorway is framed by attached fluted pillars and pedestals with paneling and with 
long brackets at the top which support a curved broken pediment. This entranceway 
is in the central bay which protrudes from the front facade which is capped by a large 
overhanging pediment enclosing a circular window of segmental panes (rose style). The 
doorway is reached by a raised front grass terrace and by six sandstone steps. The 
high fieldstone foundation is hidden by plantings of yew along the front. On each side 
of the doorway is a pair of 4/4 windows with wide mullions and the whole is enclosed 
with a wide framing with moulded edges. Across the second floor front are three pairs 
of round arched 4/4 windows and framed like those on the first floor. On the west ,~-'e 
and rear are 6/6 sash windows, louvered shutters and flat brick arches except for t 
second floor of the west side which has segmental arches. There are six basement 
windows across the west side. A two story porch and gallery run across the rear. A 
A broad overhanging cornice decorates the roofline of the front section on all sides. 
It has closely spaced brackets with square medallions of a floral design and those are 
tied together by a moulded cornice at the bottom of the frieze. The:top of the east 
wing has an incised cornice and the one story addition in front of it has a square 
boxed cornice with <lentils-all different from the main house. 

There are gardens at the rear of the house and a decorative cast iron fence 
around the front terrace. The house is fronted by a herringbone design brick pavement. 
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This is the former Tyson mansion and makes a very impressive contribution to 
the streetscape of E. Church Street. It compares favorably with the larger Italian 
Villa across the street and incroporates some of its features. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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