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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a three story brick corner Federal Mansion approximately four bays square 
including what appears to be an early left side (N), one bay extension. According to 
front and right side brickwork, this was once a 2-1/2 story house. To the rear of the 
left bay extension, which is only two bays in depth, is a newer, one bay square exten­
sion* three stories high, which was added for apartment use thirty years ago. A two 
story brick wing extends along the rear of the house and is one bay deep and four bays 
wide with two added, one bay wide extensions. This extends from the center of the rear 
wall out to the left of the main house. Front and right side (S) brickwork is of 
Flemish bond through the second story level, and all other is of common bond. Front 
windows in the left bay are set in a slightly projecting, three story section. The 
large Federal entranceway occupies the second bay from the left. It is of three parts 
with double doors of five panels each, carved with ovals, sidelights with interlaced 
ovals, and separated by Doric pillars. The enframement is of paneling. Crowning this 
is an elliptical arched fanlight with radiating muntons and garlanded tracery around 
the top. This is approached by a very wide, eight step, wooden porch with side rails. 
On the left side is another small, three part entranceway with a large, twelve panel 
door, sidelights separated by Doric pillars, a paneled enframement, a rectangular over­
light with side panes and headed by a grooved lintel with square end blocks carved ·~h 

roundels. This has a slate sill. In the right (S) gable is a large, wide fanlight 
and all other windows are of 6/6 sash with wood or stone lintels and sills. There is 
a newer, three sided ground floor bay window in the left end of the rear wing with 
small panes and a retrt roof. The front section has a low "A" frame roof and the rear 
wing has a moderate slope "A" frame of slate and asphalt shingles. There are several 
newer chimneys. The front section roofline is surrounded by a simple boxed cornice. 
The house rests on a high fieldstone foundation. A brick herringbone pattern pavement 
surrounds the house on the street sides and to the left is a side garden area with 
herringbone brick walks, boxwood, yew hedges and other evergreens. 
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This mansion was built for Richard Potts, son of a Revolutionary War patriot 
by architect Robert Mills, who later was appointed by President Andrew Jackson as 
architect for public buildings. Francis Scott Key visited here frequently. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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