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Dorsey School 
New Germany 
Private 

Ca. 1880 

Thought to have been donated by Patrick Dorsey, a prominent 
resident of the New Germany area, Dorsey School is a small, one 
story, gable facade building typical of the many rural schools 
found throughout Garrett County. Its one bay by three bay vertical 
plank structure remained intact until the 1930's when renovations 
were made to convert it into a private residence. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Dorsey School is located on the west side of Lower New Germany 
Road approximately 2.5 miles south of its junction with U.S. Route 40. 

This school is a small, rectangular, one story, gable-roofed building 
of vertical plank construction. It remained intact until the 1930's when 
renovations were made and it was converted into a private residence. The 
original structure is the three bay by one bay block with six over six sash 
windows. The original facade was located on the northeast gable end and 
had a door at its center. The door has been moved to the eastern end of 
the facade in order to accomodate the kitchen wing that was added on to 
that side. The brick chimney that rises from the middle of the ridgeline 
is original, but now serves a furnace rather than a stove. The major changes 
to the building include the digging of a basement and laying of a new 
stone foundation, partitioning and remodeling of the interior, and the 
addition of the kitchen wing. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The land for this school is said to have been donated by 
Patrick Dorsey,l whose residence is located approximately .2 mile 
north of this site. (See G-I-A-132). 

In his historic overview of Grantsville District No. 3, J. Thomas 
Scharf identifies the No. 8 school as "Dorsey." The trustees for Dorsey 
School for the year ending May 1882 were: Jacob Fresh, Samuel s. Durst, 
and Pat2ick Dorsey. The teacher for the 1880-1881 school term was Emanuel 
Custer. 

The single story, gable facade form of this building and its 1 bay by 
3 bay size is typical of the rural schools found in Garrett County 
from the late nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. (see 
also: G-V-A-ll7Corunna School, and G-II-A-046 Asher Glade School). 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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G-l- A- 085 
Dorsey School 
Garrett Co. , MD 
Valerie Cesna 6/5/81 
Facade : SE & NE elevs . 





G-I-A-085 
Dorsey School 
Garrett Co., MD 
Valerie Cesna 6/5/81 
Rear : NW & SW elevs . 


