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Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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G-I-A-089 

Kenneth R. Durst House 
New Germany 
Private ca. 1860-1880 

Dating to the period c. 1860-80, the Kenneth R. Durst House is 
a two story, gable-roofed dwelling of vertical plank construction which 
sits on a stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a two bay by 
two bay rectangular plan with symmetrically spaced openings on the 
facade and endwalls. The stone ruins of a cave (root cellar) and a 
springhouse are located at the rear of the house. 

The Kenneth R. Durst House is significant as an unaltered plank 
dwelling. Its 1833 datestone, however, does not appear to be true 
to the house. The style of the building, 2/2 sash windows, stove 
chimneys, and plank construction are dements that did not appear 
in the county until much later in the century. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Kenneth R. D u r s t House 

LOCATION 
STREET* NUMBER 

Lower New Germany Road, W side, 1.9 mile N of Twin Churches Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

New Germany J U VICINITY OF 6 t h 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Garrett 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC —OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

^.BUILDING(S) ^.PRIVATE ^.UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _.PARK 

—STRUCTURE _BOTH WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

& N O —MILITARY ^(.OTHER yflLCAJnf^ 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Kenneth R. D u r s t T e l e p h o n e # : 301-895-5129 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p C O d e 

G r a n t s v i l l e VICINITYOF Mary land 21536 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 275 
COURTHOUSE. F o l i o # : 285 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC G a r r e t t County C o u r t h o u s e 
STREET & NUMBER 

Third and Alder Streets 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Oakland Maryland 21550 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION G-I-A-089 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED CUNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

_GOOD _RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

^FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Dating to the peilod c. 1860-80, the Kenneth R. Durst House is a two story, gable-
roofed dwelling of vertical plank construction which sits on a stone foundation. Its 
basic configuration is a two bay by two bay rectangular plan with symmetrically spaced 
openings on the facade and endwalls. The stone ruins of a cave (root cellar) and a 
springhouse are located at the rear of the house. 

The facade (SE elevation) is pierced by two openings per floor, the first floor 
southern bay being occupied by a four-panel door with a two-pane transom. The northeast 
endwall has six openings: a four-panel, transom-topped door and a window on the first 
floor, two windows on the second floor, and two four-pane attic windows that flank an 
interior brick stove chimney. Two windows per floor and another similar chimney 
characterize the southwest endwall. A transom-topped, four panel door is the only 
opening on the rear elevation. All of the windows on the building have been board over, 
however, one of them leaves evidence that they were 2/2 sash. 

The building rests on a whitewashed, coursed, roughly squared stone foundation 
with an 1833 datestone.* Its sills are half-lapped at the corners, and the walls are 
constructed of vertical pine planks covered with weatherboard siding on the exterior, 
and lath and plaster on the interior. 

A plank partition wall with a four-panel door at its center divides the first 
floor into two rooms, the southern room covering roughly 2/3 of the total area. An 
enclosed staircase occupies the western corner of this room. One step juts out into 
the room, and then a ten tread, straight run rises along the northwest wall to the 
second floor. 

The second floor has a center hall, two rooms on the northern side, and one on 
the southern side, all with batten doors. 

*Visual inspection of the foundation revealed that the datestone was probably 
not originally part of this foundation, but comes from an adjacent house site. 
The exact date when this was inserted into the foundation is not known. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 
G-I-A-089 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

_ 1400 1499 

_ 1 500 1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

^t 1800 1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-^ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC . . . • 

—PHILOSOPHY 

— POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c a . 1860-80 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Kenneth R. Durst house i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an u n a l t e r e d plank 
dwel l ing . I t s 1833 d a t e s t o n e , however, does not appear to be t r u e to the 
house. The s t y l e of the b u i l d i n g , 2/2 sash windows, s tove chimneys, and 
plank cons t ruc t i on a re elements t h a t did not appear in the county u n t i l 
much l a t e r in the century . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E / T I T L E 

Valerie Cesna/Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines January 1982 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 301-269-2438 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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