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Physical Description 

The Arlen L. Miller Farm II is an agricultural complex constructed circa 1873, likely by John F. Robeson , in a hilly area on Pea 
Ridge Road south of Avilton in Garrett County. The resource is comprised ofa dwelling, barn, chicken house, and springhouse; 
however, property access was limited and the barn, chicken house, and springhouse were not surveyed or photographed. 

Primary Dwelling (Circa 1873) 

G 

The dwelling is a circa-1873 two-story, four-bay, wood-frame house resting upon a cut stone foundation, clad in vinyl siding, and 
capped with a side gable roof covered in corrugated metal. A two-story gable roof ell addition is appended to the rear (south) 
elevation and rests upon a concrete block foundation that is exposed on the south elevation. An interior brick chimney pierces the 
roof of the ell addition at the ridgeline. The fa9ade features a one-story full-width porch covered with a hipped roof supported by 
square wood posts, and two central entrances . A one-story hipped roof wrap-around porch is also appended to the northwest and 
southwest elevations of the ell addition and supported by square wood posts and a concrete block foundation. Fenestration consists 
of one-over-one double-hung vinyl sash replacement windows throughout, with small rectangular louvered vents in the gables. The 
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double doors and four-over-four configuration of the dwelling suggest German influence. The house stands in fair condition. 

History and Significance 

The Arlen Miller Farm II is located on the southeast side of Pea Ridge Road in Lonaconing, an agricultural community in Garrett 
County. The 76-acre property consists of a vernacular circa-1873 dwelling and several outbuildings, including a barn, chicken 
house, and springhouse. 

The earliest evidence of land ownership for the Arlen Miller Farm II is from 1857 and 1858, when William Robeson purchased 
one-third interest in 15 acres ofLot 5 and 77.5 acres of Lot 6 of the tract ofland known as "Walnut Hills" from James Swan, 
Alexander C. Good, and Mary Swan Good (Allegany County Deed Book 16:271; 17:282; 17:633). William also owned the 
property where G-J-A-145 is currently located. William J. Robeson was a farmer who moved from his native Pennsylvania to 
Maryland in about 1850. Robeson owned the aforementioned property until his death in 1868. During his ownership, William J. 
Robeson added additional tracts of land to his property, including 89.75 acres ofa tract of land known as "Lochiel," but no deed 
references could be found for those additions. William J. Robeson is buried in Robeson Family Cemetery located to the north on 
the west side of Pea Ridge Road, within the property boundaries ofG-I-A-145. 

After William J. Robeson ' s death, ownership of the property was divided between his wife Rhoda and nine of his surviving 
children, including John F. Robeson. Between 1869 and 1884, John F. Robeson purchased interests in the property from his 
siblings, including George Robeson (Allegany County Deed Book 29:457), William A. and Nelson Robeson (Garrett County Deed 
Book 1 :79), John R. and Elizabeth Durst (Garrett County Deed Book I :419), Jesse Robeson (Garrett County Deed Book I :593), 
James Robeson (Garrett County Deed Book 2:79), Margaret Blocher (Garrett County Deed Book 9: 171 ), and Clara Strickland 
(Garrett County Deed Book 9:303). The property described in each of these deeds is as follows: 23 acres ofa tract ofland known 
as "Pathway," nine acres of Lot Number 5 in the tract ofland known as "Walnut Hills," 70 acres of Lot Number 6 in "Walnut 
Hills," and 89. 75 acres in a tract ofland known as "Lochiel," totaling approximately 191 acres. 

John F. Robeson was born in 1834 in Pennsylvania to William J. and Rhoda Robeson . Jn 1864, he enlisted as a private in 
Company A of the 3rd Potomac Home Brigade, Maryland Infantry of the United States Army (National Park Service 2007). 
According to the 1870 United States Census, John Robeson worked as a miner in Garrett County, but by 1880, was married with 
several children and working as a farmer (United States Census Bureau I 870; I 880). The present dwelling on the property was 
likely constructed by Robeson soon after he began purchasing interest in the family farm from his siblings. Garrett County tax 
records list the constructed date of the house as 1873 (Maryland Department of Assessments & Taxation 2013). In 1880, at least 
seven individuals were living in the household, including John F. Robeson, his wife, Sarah, his sons Herman, Enoch, and Oscar, 
and his brother-in-law and sister Jacob and Clara Strickland (United States Census Bureau 1880). Several other family members, 
including his mother Rhoda and his brother Jesse, lived nearby, and may also have lived on the property. 

A second dwelling was constructed circa 1895 on the north side of Pea Ridge Road north of the property, likely becoming John F. 
and Sarah C. Robeson ' s primary residence (Arlen Miller Farm I, G-l-A-145). Their son Herman H. and his wife Jane Robeson 
likely began inhabiting the circa-1873 dwelling soon after. Herman and Jane Robeson are listed in the 1900 and 1910 United 
States Census records in their own household immediately after John F . and Sarah C. Robeson's household (United States Census 
Bureau 1900; 1910). In 1912, Herman and Jane Robeson purchased approximately 94 acres of "Lochiel" and "Walnut Hills" tracts 
from John F. Robeson, including the circa-1873 dwelling (Garrett County Deed Book 62:541 ). John F. Robeson died in 1914 and 
Sarah C. Robeson died in 1930. Both are buried in Robeson Family Cemetery (Find a Grave 2011 a; 2011 b ). 

Herman H. Robeson, a farmer like his father and grandfather, and his wife Jane raised three children on the property . In 1948, 
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Herman H. and Jane Robeson sold the 94-acre property to their youngest son Charles Francis Robeson and his wife Evelyn Stark 
Robeson (Garrett County Deed Book 151 :350). C. Frank Robeson is listed in the 1940 census as the father of three children and 
working as a school bus driver (United States Census Bureau 1940). The 2009 obituary for Evelyn Stark Robeson, however, 
identifies the Robesons as dairy farmers (Cumberland Times-News 9 April 2009). C. Frank and Evelyn Robeson owned and lived 
on the property until 1948, when they sold it to Arlen L. and Virginia C. Miller (Garrett County Deed Book 376:682). Arlen and 
Virginia Miller sold a 6.37-acre portion of the property in 1980, and another 12.11-acre portion in 1981 , leaving 76 acres, which 
Peter G. and Judith A. Brown purchased from the couple in 1983 (Garrett County Deed Book 443: 144). Today, the property is part 
of an approximately 450-acre property owned by Peter G. Brown and is referred to as Parcel 4 in the most recent deed reference 
(Garrett County Deed Book 747:214). 

NRHP Evaluation 

No information could be located that connects the Arlen L. Miller Farm II to significant events or themes in local , state, or national 
history. The property is associated with agricultural activities and served as a family farm from the mid-nineteenth century until the 
mid- to late-twentieth century. However, the property no longer strongly presents a cohesive reflection of the agricultural practices 
that took place on the property. Therefore, this resource is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing under Criterion A. The 
property and extant dwelling are associated with the Robeson Family, particularly with John F. Robeson, who owned the property 
from approximately 1870 until 1912, and Herman H. Robeson, who owned the property from 1912 until 1948. Local historical and 
genealogical sources identify John F. Robeson as a veteran of the Civil War, but provide no further information related to the 
Robesons or any other individuals associated with the property, and there is no evidence that any individuals associated with the 
property were significant in local, state, or national history. Therefore, this resource is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing 
under Criterion B. The dwelling stands as a common and unexceptional example of late-nineteenth-century vernacular architecture 
in rural western Maryland, and several better preserved examples exist elsewhere, such as the main dwelling located to the north at 
G-I-A-145. The dwelling is also altered, and the installation of vinyl siding and vinyl replacement windows greatly diminishes the 
historic character and integrity of the residence. As such, the Arlen L. Miller Farm is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing 
under Criterion C. Eligibility under Criterion D cannot be determined as the resource has not undergone archaeological testing. 
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G-l-A-146 
Arlen L. Miller Farm II 
GAi Consultants, Inc. 
Previously Recorded Resources within Indirect APE - Fourmile Wind Energy Project 
Garrett County, Maryland 
Epson Premium Glossy Paper/Epson UltraChrome pigmented inks 

G-l-A-0146_2013-08-23_01 - Main dwelling, west fagade, facing east 

G-l-A-0146_2013-08-23_02 - Main dwelling, north fagade, facing south 

G-l-A-0146_2013-08-23_03 - Main dwelling, south and west fagades, facing northeast 

G-l-A-0146_2013-08-23_04 - Main dwelling, south and west facades, facing northeast 
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Arlen L. Miller Farm II 
Avilton 
Private circa 1900 

The Arlen L. Miller frame house is a two story, four bay by 
one bay gable roof structure. The main block of the house rests 
on a stone foundation and the rear on cinderblocks. The house is 
covered with asphalt shingles. 

A barn, chicken house and springhouse are all located behind the 
house. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This frame house is situated in a hilly region on Pea Ridge Road. 
approximately 1 3/4 miles south of Avilton. The house faces northeast. 
It is a two story, four bay by one bay gable roof structure, with an ell 
that has had a shed addition added to its southeast elevation. A wooden 
porch supported by square wooden posts runs the length of the facade. A 
porch on the rear, southwest elevation, rests on a high cinderblock 
foundation which serves as a full-story cellar entrance. The rear porch 
extends around the northwest elevation of the ell. Two central symmetrically 
placed entrances appear on the facade. Entrances are also located at the 
rear and northwest elevation porches. 

An exterior cinderblock chimney is located on the southeast elevation. 
Three over one sash windows light the house. The main block of the house 
rests on a stone foundation and the rear on cinderblocks. The house is 
covered with asphalt shingles. 

A barn, chicken house and springhouse are all located behind the house. 
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This house is an exampLe of a common western Maryland type. Houses 
of this general configuration, a rectangular main block and rear kitchen 
wing, were constructed in Garrett County from the late nineteenth through 
the early twentieth centuries. 
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