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James Werner House 
Finzel 
Private c.1900 

Although the house has been altered and aluminum siding 
added, it still maintains the four-square house plan - a 2-story 
3 bay by 2 bay square block covered by a pyramidal roof with 2 
roof dormers on the front and back. 

According to Mrs. Thomas Bodes, the present occupant, 
the house is 70-80 years old and was built for her grandfather, 
James Werner. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The James Werner House is situated in the small town of 
Finzel, Garrett County's easternmost community. 

Although the house has been altered and aluminum siding 
added, it still maintains the Four-Square House ·plan - a 2-
story, 3 bay by 2 bay square block covered by a pyramidal roof 
with 2 roof dormers on the front and back. 1 

The frame house rests on a stone, covered with concret~ 
foundation. The type of original siding is cnknown. 

The facade faces west and has a central entrance which is 
covered with a new 1-story aluminum porch. 

The south elevation has a hipped roof porch supported by 
two wooden turned posts at the east end, covering an entrance into 
the rear of the house. 

A small, 1-story, 2 bay wide wing extends from the rear, 
east elevation, of the house, at the south end. 

There is one exterior brick chimney on the north elevation. 
All windows have been altered; they are 1/1 aluminum sash. 

1The Four-Square House was described by Thomas Hanchett 
at the Vernacular Architecture Forum, April 23-26, 1981. This 
house form is a common type of the Neo-Rationalistic Style-a plain 
functional style. 
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According to Mrs. Thomas Bodes, the present occupant, 
the house is 70-80 years old and was built for her 
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_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

grandfather, James Werner. James Werner is a descendent of 
Frederick Werner, an early German settler in Finzel (c. 1850s). 
James Werner, born in 1887 and died in 1978, is buried in 
the community cemetery, ~ mile north of Finzel on Route 546. 
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Interview with Mrs. Thomas Bodes, Oct. 30, 1980. 

Werner, Hilda c., The Werner Family, 1956 & 1969. (in the possession 
Of Robert). 
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Donna Ware Historian 
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Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
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Annapolis 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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G-I-B-105 
James Werner House 
Garrett Co., MD 
C. Lyons 10/30/80 
Facade , W elev . 





G-I- B-105 
James Werner House 
Garrett Co . , MD 
C. Lyons 10/30/80 
Fence detail, S side 
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James Werner House 
Garrett Co . , MD 
C. Lyons 10/30/80 
S elev . 
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James Werner House 
Ga r rett Co . , MD 
C. Lyons 10/30/80 
N elev - chimney end 


