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The T. C. Williams House, at 580 Beall School Road, sits near the road, but set slightly back. The house is a little less than one 
mile south of the intersection of Beall School Road and US 40. The house sits on a slope that rises behind it, and it is surrounded 
by three sheds. 

Main Dwelling, c. I 900 
The house is very difficult to recognize because of the many modern alterations to it. The frame house sits on a stone foundation, 
and is covered throughout with vinyl siding. The main section of the hosue is covered by a side-gabled roof. A rear ell is also 
covered with a gabled roof, while the additions on the house are mostly covered by shed roofs. The shed roofs are largely covered 
with green standing-seam metal, while the rest of the house is covered with asphalt shingles. A single gabled dormer projects from 
the roofline on the northwest elevation, and a brick chimney pierces the gab le line near the center of the structure. New additions to 
the house sit on poured concrete fondations . Windows throughout the house are simluated six-pane one-over-one sash. An oriel 
window projects from the northwest side of the southwest elevation. Several windows have non-functional decorative wood 
shutters . A one-story porch covers the southwest elevation. This porch has a hipped roof covered with asphalt shingles and is 
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supported by square wood posts . It has a wood balustrade and under the porch is covered with wood lattice. 

Shed # 1, c. 1970 

This shed is located directly to the east of the house. It is a front-gabled frame shed, with a shed-roof addition to the southwest. 
The shed rests on a poured concrete foundation and is covered with asphalt shingles. The siding is processed wood board 
simulated to look like vertical siding, and there are several human access doors along the northwest elevation. 

Shed #2, c. 1940 
Shed #2 is located southeast from the house. It is a square concrete-block structure with a front-gabled roof covered by asphalt 
shingles . It has a concrete block foundation , a human access door on the southeast side, and has three openings on the other three 
sides filled with glass blocks . 

Shed #3, c. 1940 
Shed #3 is a frame building with a front gable. It has metal roofing, metal siding on three sides, and processed wood board siding 
on the northwest elevation. A wood human-access door is found on the northwest elevation as well. 

History and Significance 

The first Europeans began to arrive in the area around Avilton, Maryland in the mid-eighteenth century. There is little record of 
those who settled in the area first , as they did not file patents or commission surveys, but built cabins and cleared small portions of 
land. However, after the Revolutionary War development in the area greatly expanded. The forests that covered the mountains 
were slowly but surely cleared. Pine forests largely made up the land between Savage and Negro Mountains, with a few other 
varieties like spruce and hemlock intermixed (Brown 1896:54). These large wood-covered miles attracted many hunters to the 
area, including Meshach Browning, who wrote a book about the many years he spent living as a pioneer in the area around A vilton 
and directly west. Hunters like Browning who populated the area used the National Road , which was constructed through the area 
in the early nineteenth century, to get their hides and meats back to eastern markets (Browning 1942: 195). While the hunters 
settled early, it was not long before additional lots were readied for settlement. Many of the earliest lots in the area were surveyed 
for veterans of the Revolutionary War. Some of these lots went to men like Thomas Johnson, who eventually became Governor of 
Maryland. There were also land speculators who made their mark on the area, including men like Brooke Beall and William 
Deakins (Rowland 2009:39). 

The earliest land records of the area typically consist of people with large tracts ofland selling those tracts to other speculators . 
But, starting in the mid-1800s that began to change, as smaller portions of land were sold off, and more and more farms were 
raised in the valleys between the mountains. As land was freshly cleared, many farmers from east of the Appalachians began to 
plant tobacco. However, they learned quickly that the soil was made too poor by tobacco farming in this area (Brown 1896:300). 
The settlement that would later become Avilton was originally known as "The McKenzie Settlement" for the many numbers of 
Scottish immigrants, particularly McKenzies, who settled there. The early farmers of this area grew primarily wheat, rye, oats and 
potatoes. A partial listing of the founding families of this area was included in Garrett County: A History of Maryland ' s Tableland 
and includes: Garlitz, Blocher, Wilhelm, Broadwater, Miller, Crowe and Merrill among others. By 1885, the area was known as 
Avilton, and a post office was opened under that name (Schlosnagle 1978:65). 

In the second half of the nineteenth century, railroads made their way through Garrett County, connecting the area like never 
before. As the railroads arrived, the many pine forests that surrounded area farms were looked at with a new sense of their value. 
While they had been used as a source of building materials for years, the forests were now logged and the timber was shipped to 
larger markets on the railroad . On Savage Mountain, it was the Juniata Lumber Company that took advantage of the fine timber of 
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the area (Brown 1896:264,275). Increasingly, the agricultural area was dotted throughout by people who worked in the industry. 
As Jacob Brown described the area "she grew from a county of crude backwoods settlements and small self-sufficient farms to a 
county of coal towns, timber towns, resort towns, trade towns, and increasingly fertile fields and meadows (Brown 1896:304)." 
While the area was still largely rural , times were slowly changing. 

By the first half of the twentieth century, more and more people were working both on their farms and in various industries. By the 
1940 Census, many household heads were listed as working in mining or timbering, while it is also indicated that many continued 
to pursue agriculture (Ancestry.com). While they produced goods for local markets, the demands of an increasingly connected 
society drew more and more residents off their farms . The effects of the great depression were also seen in the 1940 Census of the 
area, with many people listed as road builders or general laborers who were employed in emergency government work 
(Ancestry .com). After World War II, some farms began to not be used for agriculture. This has led to the decline of some of the 
properties, and the destruction of others . Many families , descendants of the original settlers at McKenzie Settlement, continue to 
use the fields around Avilton to raise cows and some grains, continuing some of the traditions that were started so many years ago. 

The first records of this parcel are recorded in 1897, when 21 acres were sold by the Johnson Family (Samuel Johnson, Charles H. 
Johnson, Carrie G. Coulehan, Joshua Johnson, Susan Johnson, Thomas J. Johnson, and Maud Johnson) to Julius Minick Garrett 
County Deeds 32:358). The Johnson family, owned many acres of land in the area around this property. One member, Thomas 
Johnson, was recorded in the 1870 Census of Agriculture as owning 2100 acres ofland (US Census Bureau, 1870). By 1897, 
perhaps the Johnson ' s were selling off some of the many acres that were owned, either personally or collectively, and sold 21 of 
those acres to Julius Minick. 

Julius Minick was born in about 1868. He was married to Mary Minick, and they had two sons, Vincent and Raymond, and one 
daughter, Ethel. In 1900, he listed his occupation as a coal miner (US Census Bureau 1900). It is likely that the house was built on 
the property during Julius Minick' s ownership . Julius was not a land speculator, and probably bought the property for a home for 
his family . It is unknown exactly when the house was built, however, because it does not appear on USGS maps until 1947 (USGS 
1947). 

The next time the property changed hands was in June 1930, when a trustee for Julius Minick sold the property to Earl Minick. 
While Julius Minick died in 1913 (Find A Grave, 2013), his wife was likely allowed to stay in the house after his death . In the 
1920 Census, Earl Minick lists as his wife Mary V Minick. He is 27, and she is 44. It is probable that he married Julius Minick' s 
widow between 1913 and 1920, and that in 1930 he purchsed the land that had belonged to Julius. The 1920 Census lists the 
Minicks as having 4 dependents, while in his WWI draft registration, Earl Minick only lists three children. The oldest child from 
1920 was likely a child ofJulius and Mary 's (US Census Bureau 1920; Selective Service System 1917). In 1917 Earl Minick lists 
himself as both a coal miner and a farmer, showing that he, like many farmers of the time, had to maintain other employment off 
the farm to make ends meet (Selective Service System 1917). 

For unknown reasons, Earl Minick sold the property again in 1932 to Orvell P. and Leota E. Crowe. Orvell P. Crowe was born in 
about 1895 . Unlike many of the other landowners in the area, Orvell did not live his entire life in Garrett County. In 1920, he lived 
with Leota, and two of his brothers, Reynolds and Gurney in Barberton, Ohio, which is just southwest of Akron. In 1920, Leota is 
listed as the head of household at nineteen, while the three brothers were in their twenties . His occupation is listed as a 
rubbermaker (US Census Bureau 1920). By 1940, Orvell was again living in Garrett County in the house at 580 Beall School 
Road . By this time he had married Leota, and they had one son, Wilfred , and two daughters, Letta and Evelyn . In 1940, Orvell is 
listed as unemployed, while his son Wilfred was working as a tile molder in a brick factory . His daughter Evelyn is listed as 
working as a farmer. The family lived on what was at the time called Johnson Road (US Census Bureau 1940). 
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In April 1946, Orvell and Leota Crowe sold their farm to David E. and Vera F. Dickey. The Dickeys did not own the property 
long, selling it in November 1946 to Ralph P. McKenzie. Ralph P. McKenzie was born in about 19 I 6 in Garrett County to Peter A. 
and Dora A. McKenzie (US Census Bureau 1920). In I 940, Ralph still lived with his parents and lists his employment as a farm 
hand. At this time his sister Flossie C. and her husband Esco N. Garlitz were also living in the same household, with Esco working 
as a timber cutter (US Census Bureau 1940). f n October 195 I , Ralph P. and his wife Margaret McKenzie sold the property to Esco 
and Flossie Garltiz. Esco and Flossie owned the property until June 1972, when they sold it to Thomas and Linda Williams. 
Thomas and Linda owned the property until 2001, when they sold it to the current owners John and Michelle Brobst. 

NRHP Evaluation 

No information could be located that connects the T.C. Williams House to significant events or themes in local , state, or national 
history. While the property is part of the larger agricultural context of Garrett County, it neither is a good example of a cohesive 
family farm, nor does it retain integrity to convey its history. Therefore, the resource is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing 
under Criterion A. There is no evidence that to suggest that any individuals associated with the T. C. Williams House were 
significant in local, state, or national history. Local historical and genealogical sources provide little information about any 
individuals associated with the proeprty. Therefore, the resource is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing under Criterion B. 
The T.C. Williams House stands as a common and heavily altered example of rural vernacular architecture in western Maryland. ln 
addition , the non-historic additions and alterations have diminished the resource's historic character and integrity, and it no longer 
maintains integrity of materials, design, workmanship, or feeling. Thus, it is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing under 
Criterion C. Potential eligibility under Criterion D was not assessed for this property at this time. 
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G-l-B-0118_2013-11-04_01 - Main dwelling, southwest far,;ade, facing north 

G-l-B-0118_2013-11-04_02 - Main dwelling, southeast far,;ade, facing northwest 

G-l-B-0118_2013-11-04_03 - Main dwelling, northeast far,;ade, facing southwest 

G-l-B-0118_2013-11-04_04 - Main dwelling, northwest far,;ade, facing southeast 

G-l-B-0118_2013-11-04_05 - Shed #1 , facing east 

G-l-B-0118_2013-11-04_06 - Shed #2 , facing east 

G-l-B-0118_2013-11-04_07 - Shed #3, facing east 
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T.C. Williams House 
Frostburg 
Private late 19th century 

The T.C. Williams frame house is a three bay by one bay, two 
story structure with a gable roof. The structure rests on a stone 
foundation. Asphalt shingles cover the house. 
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This frame house is situated on the western slope of Little 
Savage Mountain and faces west, It is a three bay by one bay, two 
story structure with a gable roof. An ell shaped wing (now with 
a garage entrance) is located on the rear, east elevation. The central 
facade entrance is covered by a plain portico and has a small porch stoop. 

There is a central bri.ck. ch:Lmney on the house. Two over two sash 
windows light the house, The structure rests on a stone foundation. 
Asphalt shingles cover the house. The roof is covered with corrugated 
metal. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



_II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

LlS00-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

---ARCHEOLOuY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

---AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

___.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

---ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

This house is an example of a common western Maryland type. 
Houses of this general configuration, a rectangular main block, 
were constructed in Garrett County from the late nineteenth 
through the early twentieth centuries. 
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