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Physical Description 
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St. John ' s Rock is a rock outcrop located on the Big Savage Mountain in Garrett County, approximately two miles west of 
Frostburg, Allegany County. The rocks at the summit are from the Pottsville geologic formation, and rise to 2,904 feet. 

History and Significance 

G 

The first Europeans began to arrive in the area around Avilton, Maryland in the mid-eighteenth century. There is little record of 
those who settled in the area first, as they did not file patents or commission surveys, but built cabins and cleared small portions of 
land. However, after the Revolutionary War development in the area greatly expanded. The forests that covered the mountains 
were slowly but surely cleared. Pine forests largely made up the land between Savage and Negro Mountains, with a few other 
varieties like spruce and hemlock intermixed (Brown 1896:54). These large wood-covered miles attracted many hunters to the 
area, including Meshach Browning, who wrote a book about the many years he spent living as a pioneer in the area around Avilton 
and directly west. Hunters like Browning who populated the area used the National Road , which was constructed through the area 
in the early nineteenth century, to get their hides and meats back to eastern markets (Browning 1942: 195). While the hunters 
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settled early, it was not long before additional lots were readied for settlement. Many of the earliest lots in the area were surveyed 
for veterans of the Revolutionary War. Some of these lots went to men like Thomas Johnson, who eventually became Governor of 
Maryland. There were also land speculators who made their mark on the area, including men like Brooke Beall and William 
Deakins (Rowland 2009:39). 

The earliest land records of the area typically consist of people with large tracts ofland selling those tracts to other speculators . 
But, starting in the mid-I 800s that began to change, as smaller portions of land were sold off, and more and more farms were 
raised in the valleys between the mountains. As land was freshly cleared, many farmers from east of the Appalachians began to 
plant tobacco. However, they learned quickly that the soil was made too poor by tobacco farming in this area (Brown 1896:300). 
The settlement that would later become Avilton was originally known as "The McKenzie Settlement" for the many numbers of 
Scottish immigrants, particularly McKenzies, who settled there. The early farmers of this area grew primarily wheat, rye, oats and 
potatoes. A partial listing of the founding families of this area was included in Garrett County: A History of Maryland 's Tableland 
and includes: Garlitz, Blocher, Wilhelm, Broadwater, Miller, Crowe and Merrill among others . By 1885, the area was known as 
Avilton, and a post office was opened under that name (Schlosnagle 1978:65). 

In the second half of the nineteenth century, railroads made their way through Garrett County, connecting the area like never 
before. As the railroads arrived, the many pine forests that surrounded area farms were looked at with a new sense of their value. 
While they had been used as a source of building materials for years, the forests were now logged and the timber was shipped to 
larger markets on the railroad. On Savage Mountain, it was the Juniata Lumber Company that took advantage of the fine timber of 
the area (Brown 1896:264,275). Increasingly, the agricultural area was dotted throughout by people who worked in the industry. 
As Jacob Brown described the area "she grew from a county of crude backwoods settlements and small self-sufficient farms to a 
county of coal towns, timber towns, resort towns, trade towns, and increasingly fertile fields and meadows (Brown 1896:304)." 
While the area was still largely rural , times were slowly changing. 

By the first half of the twentieth century, more and more people were working both on their farms and in various industries. By the 
1940 Census, many household heads were listed as working in mining or timbering, while it is also indicated that many continued 
to pursue agriculture (Ancestry.com). While they produced goods for local markets, the demands of an increasingly connected 
society drew more and more residents off their farms . The effects of the great depression were also seen in the 1940 Census of the 
area, with many people listed as road builders or general laborers who were employed in emergency government work 
(Ancestry.com). After World War II , some farms began to not be used for agriculture. This has led to the decline of some of the 
properties, and the destruction of others . Many families, descendants of the original settlers at McKenzie Settlement, continue to 
use the fields around Avilton to raise cows and some grains, continuing some of the traditions that were started so many years ago. 

St. John ' s Rock has historically been a recreational area since the late 19th century, offering visitors picturesque views of the town 
of Frostburg and surrounding Appalachian Mountains. Many names have been inscribed into the large rocks since the early 1900s, 
and at least one postcard of the rocks was created at the turn of the century. The area surrounding St. John 's Rock is now popular 
among locals for hunting and for all terrain vehicle trails. St. John's Rock and nearby Sampson ' s Rock were historically owned by 
the Borden Mining Company of Frostburg. The company was responsible for maintenance and upkeep of the area. Presently, the 
area is owned by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. 

NRHP Evaluation 

While St. John ' s Rock has historically been a gathering point for local members of the community, and from the community of 
Frostburg, no evidence could be located that connects St. John 's Rock with significant events or themes in local , state, or national 
history. Thus, it is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing under Criterion A. Local historical and genealogical sources 
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provide no information relating to any individuals possibly associated with St. John's Rock, and there is no evidence that any 
individual possibly associated with the resource is significant in local, state, or national history. Therefore, the resource is 
recommended not eligible under Criterion B . There is no architectural or engineering record on the site, so it is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C. It is unknown ifthere is archaeological potential for this property that could qualify it for listing on the 
NRHP under Criterion D at this time. 
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Resource Sketch Map 

St. John's Rock 
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St. John's Rock 
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Previously Recorded Resources within Indirect APE - Fourmile Wind Energy Project 
Garrett County, Maryland 
Epson Premium Glossy Paper/Epson UltraChrome pigmented inks 

G-l-B-,0'143_2013-08-22_01 - Looking toward resource, facing northeast 

G-l-B-0143_2013-08-22_02 - Resource vicinity, facing northeast 

G-l-B-9143_2013-08-22_03 - Looking toward Frostburg, MD south of resource, facing east 

G-l-B-rl143_2013-11-04_04 - Resource, facing north 

G-l-B-(/143_2013-11-04_05 - Looking toward Frostburg, MD from resource, facing east 























G-I-B-143 

St. John Rock 
Frostburg 
Private late 19th century 

St. John Rock is a natural recreational spot located on 
Big Savage Mountain, approximately 2 miles west of Frostburg. 
It is a resistant sandstone outcrop of the Pottsville geologic 
formation. 

It has been a tourist/recreational attraction since the 
late 19th century because of the scenic vista overlooking 
Frostburg, Maryland. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

)(GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 
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_ UNEXPOSED 
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X°UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 
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~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. John Rock is a natural recreational spot located on Big 
Savage Mountain, approximately 2 miles west of Frostburg. It is 
a resistant sandstone outcrop of the Pottsville geologic formation. 

It has been a tourist/recreational attraction since the late 
19th century. Several names of visitors and the dates of their 
visits have been inscribed into the rock. 
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St. John Rock is significant as a natural recreational/tourist 
spot overlooking Frostburg, Maryland. Its popularity dates from the 
late 19th century when other such spots, such as nearby Dans Rock 
and Sampsons Rock were popular lookout points. 

St. John Rock and Sampsons Rock, located north of St. John Rock 
on Big Savage Mountain, are owned by the Borden Mining Company. Incorporated 
in 1846, the company was a major coal producer in the Frostburg vicinity 
until the 1920s. They still maintain both recreation spots and 
lease other land holdings for surface coal mining. 
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