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The Mount Zion Church is located along Avilton-Lonaconing Road in a rural , wooded area. It is bordered to the north, west and 
south by the Savage River State Forest. 
Church ( 1888) 

This circa-1888, one-story, wood frame church is clad in vinyl siding and rests on a cut stone and concrete block foundation . The 
gable roof is covered standing seam metal and fenestration consists of replacement, double hung, one-over-one windows. A one
story, wood frame, gable roof addition covered in standing seam metal has been appended to the west fa9ade; another concrete 
block, shed roof addition has been appended to the south fa9ade and features fixed windows. The roof is covered in asphalt 
shingle. A wood frame privy referenced in a previous survey is no longer extant. 

History and Significance 

The first Europeans began to arrive in the area around Avilton, Maryland in the mid-eighteenth century. There is little record of 
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those who settled in the area first , as they did not file patents or commission surveys, but built cabins and cleared small portions of 
land. However, after the Revolutionary War development in the area greatly expanded. The forests that covered the mountains 
were slowly but surely cleared. Pine forests largely made up the land between Savage and Negro Mountains, with a few other 
varieties like spruce and hemlock intermixed (Brown 1896:54). These large wood-covered miles attracted many hunters to the 
area, including Meshach Browning, who wrote a book about the many years he spent living as a pioneer in the area around Avilton 
and directly west. Hunters like Browning who populated the area used the National Road, which was constructed through the area 
in the early nineteenth century, to get their hides and meats back to eastern markets (Browning 1942: I 95) . While the hunters 
settled early, it was not long before additional lots were readied for settlement. Many of the earliest lots in the area were surveyed 
for veterans of the Revolutionary War. Some of these lots went to men like Thomas Johnson, who eventually became Governor of 
Maryland. There were also land speculators who made their mark on the area, including men like Brooke Beall and William 
Deakins (Rowland 2009:39). 

The earliest land records of the area typically consist of people with large tracts ofland selling those tracts to other speculators. 
But, starting in the mid-l 800s that began to change, as smaller portions of land were sold off, and more and more farms were 
raised in the valleys between the mountains. As land was freshly cleared, many farmers from east of the Appalachians began to 
plant tobacco. However, they learned quickly that the soil was made too poor by tobacco farming in this area (Brown 1896:300). 
The settlement that would later become Avilton was originally known as "The McKenzie Settlement" for the many numbers of 
Scottish immigrants, particularly McKenzies, who settled there. The early farmers of this area grew primarily wheat, rye, oats and 
potatoes. A partial listing of the founding families of this area was included in Garrett County: A History of Maryland 's Tableland 
and includes: Garlitz, Blocher, Wilhelm, Broadwater, Miller, Crowe and Merrill among others. By 1885, the area was known as 
Avilton, and a post office was opened under that name (Schlosnagle 1978:65). 

In the second half of the nineteenth century, railroads made their way through Garrett County, connecting the area like never 
before. As the railroads arrived, the many pine forests that surrounded area farms were looked at with a new sense of their value. 
While they had been used as a source of building materials for years, the forests were now logged and the timber was shipped to 
larger markets on the railroad . On Savage Mountain, it was the Juniata Lumber Company that took advantage of the fine timber of 
the area (Brown 1896:264,275). Increasingly, the agricultural area was dotted throughout by people who worked in the industry. 
As Jacob Brown described the area "she grew from a county of crude backwoods settlements and small self-sufficient farms to a 
county of coal towns, timber towns, resort towns, trade towns, and increasingly fertile fields and meadows (Brown 1896:304)." 
While the area was still largely rural , times were slowly changing. 

By the first half of the twentieth century, more and more people were working both on their farms and in various industries . By the 
1940 Census, many household heads were listed as working in mining or timbering, while it is also indicated that many continued 
to pursue agriculture (Ancestry .com). While they produced goods for local markets, the demands of an increasingly connected 
society drew more and more residents off their farms . The effects of the great depression were also seen in the 1940 Census of the 
area, with many people listed as road builders or general laborers who were employed in emergency government work 
(Ancestry.com). After World War II, some farms began to not be used for agriculture. This has led to the decline of some of the 
properties, and the destruction of others. Many families , descendants of the original settlers at McKenzie Settlement, continue to 
use the fields around Avilton to raise cows and some grains, continuing some of the traditions that were started so many years ago. 

On October 20, I 888, James Weir and his wife Anna Weir donated a portion of their property at the corner of Old Mill Road and 
Lonaconing Road for the purposes of erecting a Union Protestant Church for the purpose of advancing religious and educational 
activities in the region (Garrett County Deed Book 16:331). The deed stated that the trustees of the church would consist of James 
Weir, Simon W. Green, John H. Robeson, Jefferson Green, and Jacob A. Strickland. James Weir and Anna Weir owned the 
property to the east, currently known as the William J. Weir House (G-I-C-026). John F. Robeson owned and sold parcels of land 
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associated with The Arlen L. Miller Farms I and II (G-I-A-145 and G-I-A-146). The property remains in the possession of the 
Union Protestant Church/Georges Creek Brethren Church (Maryland Department of Assessments & Taxation 2013). 

NRHP Evaluation 

No evidence was found linking this resource to significant historical events on the local, state or national level. Therefore, this 
resource is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing under Criterion A. Additionally, local historical and genealogical sources 
do not provide any information about individuals associated with this resource, and no evidence was found linking the resource to 
individuals significant on the local , state or national level. Therefore this resource is not recommended eligible under Criterion B. 
The resource stands as a common and heavily altered example of rural vernacular religious architecture. The application of vinyl 
siding, installation of replacement vinyl windows, and two non-historic additions especially diminish the historical character and 
integrity of the resource, and it no longer maintains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. Therefore, 
it is recommended not eligible for NRHP listing under Criterion C. Eligibility under Criterion D cannot be determined as this 
resource has not undergone archaeological testing. 
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G-l-C-025 
Mount Zion Church 
GAi Consultants, Inc. 
Previously Recorded Resources within Indirect APE - Fourmile Wind Energy Project 
Garrett County, Maryland 
Epson Premium Glossy Paper/Epson UltraChrome pigmented inks 

G-l-C-0025_2013-08-22_01 - Church , north fa9ade and addition, facing south 

G-l-C-0025_2013-08-22_02 - Church, north and east facades, facing southwest 

G-l-C-0025_2013-08-22_03 - Church, east fa9ade with additions, facing west 

G-l-C-0025_2013-08-22_04 - Church, south fa9ade with additions, facing north 



















G-I-C-025 
Mount Zion Church 
Lonaconing 
Public 

mid-late 19th century 

This church is a one-stoIJY, gable-roofed bulding measuring three 
bays long by one bay wide. The facade points west. A modern shed
roofed addition is attached to the south gable end, and a new gable
roofed vestibule encloses the entrance. The church has a vista of the 
Savage River State Forest to the NE, S and E. 
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Mount Zion Church is located on the Avilton-Lonaconing Road in a wooded 
area. The church has a vista of Savage River State Forest Eo the s, E, and NE. 

The church is a one-story, gable-roofed building measuring three bays long 
by one bay wide. The facade points W. A modern shed-roofed addition is 
attached to the S gable end,.and a new gable-roofed vestibule encloses the 
entrance. 

The church rests on a dry stone foundation and is covered with circular 
sawn weatherboarding attached with cut nails and painted white. The windows 
on the main block are six over six light sashes with simple cornices and 
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block stove chimney on the E elevation. 

The vestibule on the facade (E elevation) is covered with new German 
siding and has four light windows in its N and S elevations. The four 
panel door is on the W elevation. 

The modern addition is built of cinderblock painted white. The addition 
has two light windows and a door on the S elevaLion. The roofs of the vestibule 
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This church is typical of many smaller houses of worship in Garrett 
County. This example has been altered to suit the changing needs of its 
congregation. The presence of six over six light windows and plain 
weatherboarding may indicate that this structure was constructed in the 
mid-nineteenth century. 
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