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James Merrill House 
Merrill 
Private 

Early 20th century 

The main block of this two-story plank house measures three bays 
long by one bay deep. Modern porches and sheds obscure the first 
story. 2/2 windows framed in plain flat boards light the house. 
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James Merrill House 
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Westernport Rd. 
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Merrill 
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_STRUCTURE 
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_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 
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NAME 
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CITY. TOWN 
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llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Garrett County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 
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CITY. TOWN 

Oakland 
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TITLE 

None 
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_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE , Zl.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 21550 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 
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CHECK ONE 

&ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The main block of this two-story plank house measures three bays 
long by one hay deep. Modern porches and sheds obscure the first story. 
2/2 windows framed in plain flat boards light the house. A stove-flue 
chimney protrudes from the center of the corrugated-metal-clad roof. 
Insul-brick sheathes the walls. 

A stone "cave," or outdoor root cellar, stands west of the 
north-facing house. 
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_1400-1499 

_lSQ0-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

)(.1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

--AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

__ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

__ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This typical tum-of-the-century vertical-plank house 
is located c. 500 yards west of the Savage River. A sawmill was 
once situated across the road, where a mobile home now stands. 

The mobile home occupant stated that the house was built near 
the turn of the century by James Merrill. When James defaulted in 
his property tax payments, his brother John paid the taxes and thus 
acquired the house, which he gave to his son. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Merry Stinson, Architectural Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

DATE 

June 1981 
TELEPHONE 

301-269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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