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Delwood Merrill HOuse 
Merrill 
Private 

late 19th century 

The Delwood Merrill HOuse is a two-story, gable-roofed, frame building 
on a foundation of uncoursed rubble stone. Its basic configuration is a 
five bay by two bay, center hall paln with a l~ story gable-roofed addition 
at the rear. The facade has a symmetrical five bay,center door arrangement 
with a porch sheltering the three center bays. The door is surrounded by 
a transom light and sidelights above panels. 2/2 sash windows light the 
building, however, the application of aluminum siding caused the removal 
of the window surrounds and any other ornamentation that may have been 
present. 

The site also includes a twenieth century frame bank barn, the stone 
ruins of a springhouse, a family cemetery, and a 1942 sawmill. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Delwood Merrill House is located on the west side of Blacklick Run, 
a tributary of the Savage River on the east side of Westernport Road. The 
house is situated on the flat plain of the river basin between Turkey Lodge 
Ridge and The Elbow. The site includes a dwelling, a spring, a sawmill, a 
cemetery, and a barn. The facade of the dwelling points southeast. 

The house is a frame, two story, gable-roofed building on an uncoursed, 
rubble stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a five bay by two bay 
main block with a one and a half story gable-roofed addition at the rear. 
This addition is flanked by shed-roofed wings on either side so that the rear 
elevation of the main block is obscured. The facade has a symmetrical, five 
bay, center door arrangement with a porch sheltering the three center bays. 
The door is surrounded by a transom light and sidelights above panels. The 
northeast endwall has a four-panel door with a transom light occupying one of 
its bays. There are no openings on the southwest endwall. Two over two sash 
windows light the building, however, the application of alumintnn siding ca~sed 
the removal of the window surrounds and any other ornamentation that Jlla.Y have 
been present. The porch, although rebuilt, is the same size as the original. 

The roof is covered with corrugated metal and has a box cornice. A brick 
stove chimney is located on the ridgeline just east of center. A similar chimney 
was located just west of center but has been removed. 

The interior of the house is arranged in a two room, center hall plan. 
The stairway is an open, straight run of 15 treads. The newel post is turned 
and the balusters, also turned, are spaced two per tread. Plywood paneling 
covers the original plaster walls. 

Southeast of the house is the site of the springhouse where only some 
foundation stones remain. The sawmill, which lies to the north began operation 
in 1942. 

The family cemetery to the south contains the following four tombstones: 
1) Elias Merrill, 1838-1909; 2) John A. Merrill, 1873-1972; 3) J. W. Broadwater, 
1836-1918; 4) Reuben Lee Merrill, D. 1902, Claudee, D. 1884. 

The frame bank barn southeast of the house appears to be of recent date. 
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According to the present occupant Delwood Merrill, a Brenneman 
built the house sometime in the late 19th century. 
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