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William J. Jacobs House 
Lonaconing 
Private 

ca.1910 

The house is a frame, two story, gable-roofed building on a 
poured concrete foundation. Its plan resembles an irregular cross 
with a two-bay-wide section running E-W and a narrower section running 
N-S that erminates in bay windows on its gable ends. The roofline of 
the E-W block is higher than that of the other section and dips at 
the point where the two ridgelines cross. The facade is located on the 
east gable end where a one story porch extends across its length and 
around to the north side. The rear is covered by a two level porch 
that extends across the east and south elevations. 

The building's balloon frame is sheathed in diagonally laid board 
and then covered with weatherboard and cornerboards. The gables above 
the bay windows have weatherboard set in a chevron pattern. One over 
one sash windows with plain board surrounds and molded lintels are 
arranged singly and in pairs on all elevations. Louvered shutters flank 
all but the east and west attic-level windows. The exterior doors on the 
facade, north elevation. and rear are topped by transom lights. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The William J. Jacobs House is located at the end of an unnamed dirt road 
on the south side of Swamp Road. This road is accessible .2 mile west of 
Avilton-Lonaconing Road. The house is situated approximately 1.5 miles down 
this road in Cucumber Hollow. The site includes the house, a barn, a spring
house, a root cellar, and two small sheds. 

The house is a frame, two story, gable-roofed building on a poured concrete 
foundation. Its plan resembles an irregular cross with a two-bay-wide section 
running E-W and a narrower section running N-S that terminates in bay windows 
on its gable ends. The roofline of the E-W block is higher than that of the 
other section and dips at the point where the two ridgelines cross. The facade 
is located on the east gable end where a one story porch extends across its 
length and around to the north side. The rear is covered by a two level porch 
that extends across the:~east and south elevations. 

The building's balloon frame is sheathed in diagonally laid board and then 
covered with weatherboard and cornerboards. The gables above the bay windows have 
weatherboard set in a chevron pattern. One over one sash windows with plain 
board surrounds and molded lintels are arranged singly and in pairs on all 
elevations. Louvered shutters flank all but the east and west attic-level 
-;dndows. The exterior doors on the facade, north elevation, and rear are 
topped by transom lights. 

The roof is covered with square and hexagonal grey slate tiles and has a 
box cornice with partial gable end returns on the east and west elevations and 
full returns on the north and south elevations. An interior brick stove 
chinmey is located south of the ridgeline on the east endwall. 

The facade porch is supported by seven wooden Tuscan columns. The first 
floor of the rear porch is supported by five turned posts with a turned baluster 
railing between them. The second floor level is enclosed and lit by a continuous 
row of one over one sash windows. 

The interior plan has a northwest stair hall that leads to a center passage. 
A room is located on each side of this passage and the kitchen, which includes 
a pantry and a back staircase, is located in the rear. 

All interior woodwork is oak. The stairway is a two flight run with nine 
treads rising to a landing then rising four more treads to the right. Turned 
balusters compose the railing and the square newel post is decorated with sunburst 
and rope-edged panels. The fireplace, located in the room south of the center 
passage, is flanked by two square columns and topped by a rectangular , bevel
edged mirror. The window surrounds are flat board with rounded corners. 

The root cellar is set into a bank just northeast of the house. Its 
walls are constructed of coursed, dressed stone. The interior is whitewashed 
and covered by a gable roof. 
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The William Jacobs family lived in this house. The irregular cross plan, 
and the exterior and interior ornamentation indicate the former elegance of this 
house and the relative prominence of its previous owners. 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House. 21 State Circle 
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Annapolis 

i! 

DATE 

May 1981 
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Maryl and ?1401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA~ .... 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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(#7 continued DESCRIPTION) 

G-I-C-066 William J. Jacobs House 

The springhouse, which sits east of the house, is a balloon frame 
building on a stone foundation with a gable roof that projects over the 
entrance (N elevation). The exterior is covered with weatherboard siding 
and the roof is covered with wood shingles. A six pane window pierces the 
south elevation. The interior is lined with whitewashed horizontal board 
and a plank floor. A concrete trough is located outside the building 
directly in front of the entrance, sheltered by the projecting gable roof. 

Two small, gable-roofed, board and batten sheds are situated south 
of the springhouse. 

A frame bank barn on a coursed, squared stone foundation is located 
several hundred yards northeast of the house. 
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G-I-C-066 
William J. Jacobs House 
Off Swamp Road, S side, 1.5 miles 
south in Cucumber Hollow 
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G- I-C-066 
Wi lliam J . Jacobs House 
Garrett Co., MD 
Ann Bur ns 10/20/80 
N bay window & W facade 
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