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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Borderside §tand§'dn themortherly side of the Oakland-Westernport
Road, Maryland Route 135, at the intersections of Branch and Lone
Avenues in Bloomlngton, in southeastern Garrett County.

The house is a late nineteenth century Italianate style brick
structure that consists of a two and a half story rectangular block
with a three story tower centered on the principal facade (easterly
side), a multi-level wing on the south side, and a one story porch
across the length of the north side. :

The gently sloping hip roofs are covered with tin sheeting and
supported by sets of double brackets. The tower has a pronounced
bell-curve Mansard roof. The brick is 1aid in common bond with six
rows Oof stretchers and one row of headers. The foundation is made
of cut stone. A“one story porch appears to have been removed from
the back or west side.

The principal facade of the main block is symmetrical with a
semi-octagonal projection with three windows on either side of
the tower with two windows above. Each side of the tower has a.
hE;Vessed area in which the windows are placed. Most of the windows
brick flat arches except for the first floor windows of the
back or west side which have bracketed lintels. The windows have
double-hung wooden sashes with four over four lights, except for
the principal windows of the project which have four over six lights.

The bulk of the exterior decoration is. found on the tower. The
entranceway has a semi-circular fan light with one pane and a
keystone in the 'framing with a heavy entablature supported by
"leafy" brackets above. . Marks on the wall indicate that a railing
ran around the entablature at one time. The entranceway is tapped
by a pair of hooded windows and a round headed recessed window in
the third story. The sides of the tower have’ rectangular windows
on the first two stories and round windows on the third. The present
front door was added within the past decade, however, the original
double doors are said to be in storage.

The interior, which is in good condition, has heavy natural
finished trim characteristic of the style. The conversion for
office was done with some care to avoid damage to the structure.

The building is structurally sound and sets on a tract of about
4.77 acres. It retains enough of its original fabric to make
preservation and/or restoration feasible and hopeful.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Borderside is by far one of the most formidable nineteenth century
residences in Garrett County. Erected following the Civil War,
the house is representative of the Italian Villa style, notably
the square tower, the asymmetrically arranged rectilinear blocks,
the smooth and uniform exterior walls, and the bracketed hip roof
with a slight pitch. (Whiffen, p. 69). It also has the character-
istic bay windows and verandas, one of which was removed in recent
years. Borderside is an unusual building for nineteenth century
Garrett County in that it is constructed of brick, a material
not used that much in house construction. The usual building
material was wood and several good examples of Italianate style
frame dwelling can be found throughout the county. Brick, however,
seems to have been primarily limited to public buildings such as the
courthouse and school buildings.

Borderside, also commonly known as Brydon Mansion, was the
residence of William A. Brydon. It was built about 1870 when
Western Maryland was coming into prominence because of its vast
supply of natural resources. Brydon was an entrepreneur dealing
in coal and lumber. ' He was a member of the Maryland House of Delegates
in 1867 and a representative of Allegany County in the years before
Garrett County was formed. Brydon, a member of the first Board
of School Commissioners of Garrett County, made a second, but unsuccessful,
bid for the House of Delegates in 1891.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Borderside stands on the northerly side of the Oakland-Westernport
Road, Maryland Route 135, at the intersections of Branch and Lone Avenues
in Bloomington, in southeastern Garrett County.

The house is a late nineteenth century Italinate style brick structure
that consists of a two and a half story rectangular block with a three story
tower centered on the principal facade (easterly side), a multi-level wing
on the suuth side, and a one story porch across the length of the north
side. Tae

The gently sloping hip roofs are
covered with tin sheeting and supported by sets of double brackets. The
tower has a pronounced bell-curve Mansard roof. The brick is laid in
/¢ommon bond with six rows of stretchers and one row of headers. The
foundation is made of cut stone. A one story porch appears to have been
removed from the back or west side.

The principal facade of the main block is symmetrical with a semi-
octagonal projection with three windows on either side of the tower with
two windows above. Each side of the tower has a recessed area in which 3
the windows are placed. Most of the windows have brick flat arches except
for the first floor windows of the back or west side which have bracketed
lintels. The windows have double-hung wooden sashes with four-over-four
lights except for the principal windows of the project which have
four-over-six lights.

The bulk of the exterior decoration is found on the tower. The
entranceway has a semi-circular fan light with: one pane and a kepstone
in the framing with a heavy entabulature supported by '"leafy" brackets
above. Marks on the wall indicate that a railing ran around the entab-
ulature at one time. The entranceway is tapped by a pair of hooded windows
and a round headed recessed window in the third story. The sides of the
tower have rectangular windows on the first two stories and round windows
on the third. The present front door was added within the past decade,
however, the original double doors are said to be in storage.

. . . Copaye . .

The interior, which is in good sgépe, has heavy natural finished trim
characheristic of the style. The conversion for office was done with some
cafe to avoid agweat damage to the @f the structure.

The building is structurally sound and sets on a tract of about L.77
acres. It retains enough of its to make preservation and/br

restoration feasible and hopeful. (f\)\___________\\\
! (H'icbs'nal ‘S"abhd
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SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Applicadle and Known) Ce 18708
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [3 Education (O Political [ Urban Planning
(] Prehistoric {1 Engineering {0 Religion/Phi. [ Other (Specity)
{30 Histeric 3 Industey losophy
O Agriculture {1 Invention ] Science
K] Architecture [ Lendscape O Sculpture
O At Architecture K] Seocial/Humon-
[J Commerce [0 Literature itarian
(0 Communicotions 0O Military [J Theater
(O Conservation O Music ] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Borderside is by far one of the most formidable nineteenth century
residences in Garrett County. Erected following the Civil War, the
house is representative of the Italian Villa style, notabably the
square tower, the asymmetrically arranged rectilinear blocks, the smooth
and uq%form exterior walls, and the bracketed hip roof with a slight
pitch.* (Whiffen, p. 69) It also has the characteristic bay windows
and verandas, one of which was removed in recent years. Borderside is
an unusual building for nineteenth century Garrett County in that it is
constructed of brick, a material not used that much in house construction.
The usual building material was wood and several good examples of
Italinate style frame dwelling can be fuund throughout the county. Brick,
however, seems to have been primarily limited to public buildings such
as the courthouse and school buildings.

It is traditionally said that Borderside, also known as Brydon
Mansion, was erected for William Brydon, one of the many entrepreneurs
who set about to develope Garrett County's rich supply of natural resources
The Bloomington area was the scene of coal mining and lumbering.
(Centennial History, p. 21)
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The property contains approximately L.77 acres.
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ORGANIZATION DATE

i- i land, Tne. B 3/12 /75

STREET AND NUMBER:

Algonquin Motor Inn, Suite 510

CITY CR TOWN: STATE

Cumberland Maryland

~Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [T} State [} Local (OJ
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€
Borderside, Garrett County (G-I-007)
A

- add to bibliography

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Western Maryland, 2 vols. Philadelphia:
Louis H. Everts, 1882.

- revision to section #8, significance:

the following paragraph replaces paragraph two of the form sent
earlier.

Borderside, also commonly known as Brydon Mansion, was the residence
of William A. Brydon. It was built about 1870 when western Maryland was
coming into prominence because of its vast supply of natural resources.
Brydon was an entrepreneur dealing in coal and lumber. He was a member
of the Maryland House of Delegates in 1867 as a representative of Allegany
County in the years before Garrett County was formed. Brydon, a member of
the first Board of School Commissioners of Garrett County, made a second,
but unsuccessful, bid for the House of Delegates in 1891.
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RIPTION EEa
CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent [7) Good [] Fair X Deteriorated [ ] Ruins (] Unexposed []
Check O Check O
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check One
Altered [} Unaltered XJ Moved [] Original Site X

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is a large brick structure of 2 storeys
(with wing), plus a central tower, which is 3 storeys. The
tower projects from the center of the main block and is
topped by a very pronounced bell-curved Mansard roof; this
and all roofing is sheet metal painted red. The main block
has a porch on the north side (1 storey in height). while
there is a large 2 storey brick addition on the sotrfh side
(not quite as tall as the main block). There is a small,

1 storey addition extending to the south of this second
wing [see photo]. The gently sloping roofs are supported by

33

paired brackets, as are the door lintels. The central door-
way receives the bulk of the decorative treatment having

a heavy entablature topped with a semi-circular fanlight
with single pane. The cornice of the doorway forms a small
balcony above reached by the long double window, which also
has a bracketed cornice. There is a small recessed round-
headed window at third floor height. At this height, the
sides of the tower have round 'bull's eye' windows.

Ground floor windows of main block are semi-octagonal
projections (these are 4/6, but most windows L/L).
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century [ 18th Century [ 20th Century [
15th Century a 17th Century [] 19th Century {r]

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) c1870s—' SOS 2

AREAS OF SiGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education O Political 0 Urban Planning .|
Prehistoric M Engineering [ Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic O Industry O losophy [ A_T_-chil—‘_e_c_t_une_-

Agriculture O Invention O Science O

Art O Landscape Sculpture [

Commerce O Architecture [] Social/Human-

Communications [ ] Literature ] itarian O

Conservation O Military O Theater O

Music [} Transportation ]

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Although diificult to approach closely for a better assessment,
this large brick structure would seem to have been the finest,
or most important, house in Bloomington, and was perhaps the
'mill owner's house'.

Architecturally, the house represents a later [and somewhat
simplified version] of the Italian Villa style -- notably the
central tower, and the layout of the plan. There is little
decoration and it is primarily lavished on the doorways --
brackets, etc. —- and is High Victorian Italianate, although
the decoration is more restrained than that usually assoc-
iated with this style. A rural version of the late Italian
villa and not unlike the work of the Philadelphia architect
and author, Samuel Sloan. [Samuel Sloan, 1815-84, THE MODEL
ARCHITECT, 1852.]
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ORGANIZATION DATE
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As the designated State

Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

National Register.

: % NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

forth by the National Park Service.
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Title

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
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Keeper of The National Register

Date
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES —

10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 "LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:

W M ORepny
ORGANIZATION DATE
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STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

N State [} Local

0

National

Name

1T

Title

Date

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
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Keeper of The National Register

Date
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Westernport, W.Va. - Md. Quad Site #:
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Borderside, site (Brydon Mansion)
Oakland-Westernport Road at Branch Avenue
Bloomington
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