
G-II-A-033 

James Q. Fike Farm 
Asher Glade 
Private 

c.1900 

This farm comprises a two-story farmhouse, a springhouse, and 
several outbuildings, all constructed of vertical planks. The 
three-bay gabled dwelling is joined by a two-bay rear kitchen ell. 
The floor plan consists of a central stair boxed in by the walls of 
a parlor to either side. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This aban~oned farm is set on slightly rolling open fields. The 
farmhouse, spr1nghouse, and other outbuildings are all constructed of 
vertical boards. The T-shaped, two-story house faces south. 

The gable-roofed farmhouse's main block measures three bays long by 
on~ bay deep. The kitchen ell extends two bays to the north by one bay wide. 
Brick stove flues heat the kitchen's exposed gable end and the center of the 
main block. 

2/2 sash windows framed by plain flat boards light the house. The 
central bay on the facade's second floor is unfenestrated. The main block's 
attic gables feature small, single-pane windows. A central door appears on 
the facade. The kitchen has an entrance on either side at its south end. 
A one-story shed-roofed porch supported by chamfered posts covers the facade. 
A similar porch fills in the northwest corner of the ell. The porch covering 
the east side of the kitchen is enclosed to form a pantry at its north end. 

A central enclosed stair divides two main rooms. lhe west room includes 
the stove flue. The kitchen includes a pantry to the south. 

A concrete-covered stone foundation supports the building. Brown "brick 11 

asphalt siding covers all walls except those under the rear porches, where 
the original German siding is visible. A standing-seam metal roof covers 
the dwelling, which is finished with corner, eaves, and barge boards. 

All structural members are circular-sawn. Wire nails are used in all 
buildings. Two layers of vertical boards, staggered, form the basic wall 
structure of the farmhouse. On the second floor, the wall construction is 
visible. The interior layer of planks is interrupted by diagonal boards forming 
angle braces. These braces as well as the exterior horizontal German siding 
provide lateral stability. The exterior walls measure 4-!a" thick. 

The sill construction is not visible. The plate is nailed to the inside 
of the boards. The rafters are butted at their apex. Circular-sawn vertical 
boards enclose the stair. The structural boards measure c. l" x 8 11

• 

Interior wall finishes consist of plaster on the first floor and wallpaper 
pasted directly over the plank walls on the second floor. Four-panel doors 
appear in the building. All architraves feature mitered corners rather than 
the usual corner blocks. lhe ground floor architraves comprise two quirk 
ogees, both starting at the center and curving to chamters at the outer edges. 
Second floor architraves include flat centers flanked by astragals, followed 
by diagonal, then flat, ends. 

The two-level, gable-roofed springhouse, facing east c. 100 yards west 
of the dwelling, covers a spring emerging at the north and running south. The 
half of the lower level which is set underground is built of stone covered 
with concrete. The upper part of this level, as well as the full story above, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
is built of one layer of vertical planks covered with German siding. 
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This typical farm exhibits extensive use of vertical plank construction, 
a popular Garrett County building type in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 
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Continuation G-II-A-033 

One 2/2 sash window framed in plain flat boards lights each upper-floor 
elevation except the north. A small, square window missing its sash lights 
the west side of the cellar. Separate adjoining entrances to either floor 
appear at the north end of the east side. At the northernmost entrance, a 
batten door opens on a half-flight of stairs leading to the upper level. 
An exterior half-flight of stairs leads to the cellar. 

The upper level contains a single room. The cellar comprises the entrance 
area, the spring enclosed in concrete-over-stone to the north, and a separate 
cooling room to the south. The spring flows under the entrance floor and 
emerges in a concrete trough along the east side. 

The springhouse construction is exposed on the interior. A sill resting 
on the stone half-story is nailed to the inside of the structural boards. A 
plate of two 2" x 4" 1 s is nailed to the planks to support the upper floor. The 
floor joists, leveled by wooden wedges, rest on, and are presumably toe-nailed 
into, the plate. At the eaves level, another plate supports the rafters and 
an end plate. Whitewash finishes the building, inside and out. 

The stone cellar of a small frame outbuilding (which has collapsed) 
stands near the driveway northwest of the house. A shed-roofed outbuilding 
appears to the east of this ruin. A small enclosed spring emerges northeast 
of the kitchen. Two one-story plank dependencies; one shed-roofed, one gable­
roofed; stand south of the springhouse. The southernmost, downstream 
outbuilding is a plank-constructed two-hole privy, situated over the stream 
emanating from the spring." 
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