
G-II-A-048 
W. H. Fratz House 
Selby sport 
Private 

late 19th c. 

The W. H. Fratz House is a frame, two story, gable-roofed building on a 
coursed stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a T-plan consisting of 
a three bay by one bay main block with a two bay by one bay rear wing. The 
facade has a symmetrical, three bay, center door arrangement with a projecting 
center bay and cross gable roof. A shed-roofed porch supported by four turned 
posts and two pilasters with jigsawn brackets extends the length of the facade. 
All windows are two over two sash with plain board surrounds and molded cornices. 
Jigsawn decorations flank each window just below the cornice. The exterior walls 
of the house are sheathed with molded-bevel novelty siding. The roof, which is 
covered with asphalt shingles, has exposed rafter ends that are decoratively 
trimmed. 
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The W. H. Fratz House is located on the east side of Friendsville
Addison Road approximately .8 mile south of Selbysport. Winding Ridge 
rises to the east and the Youghiogheny River flows northward in the valley 
to the west. 

The house is a frame, two story, gable-roofed building on a coursed 
stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a T-plan consisting of a 
three bay by one bay main block with a two bay by one bay rear wing. The 
facade (W elevation) has a symmetrical, three bay, center door arrangement 
with a projecting center bay and cross gable roof. A shed-roofed porch 
supported by four turned posts and two pilasters with jigsawn brackets 
extends the length of the facade. The rear wing has an enclosed, shed-roofed 
porch on its south elevation and an open shed-roofed porch with chamfered 
posts on its north elevation. All windows are two over two sash with 
plain board surrounds and molded cornices. Jigsawn decorations flank 
each window just below the cornice. The facade door has the same surround 
as the windows and also has a transom light. Additionally, a small traceried, 
pointed arch window pierces the north gable. The exterior walls of the 
house are sheathed with molded-bevel novelty siding. The roof, which is 
covered with asphalt shingles, has exposed rafter ends that are decoratively 
triunned. An interior brick chimney is located on the ridgeline of the 
rear wing and an exterior brick chimney protrudes through the roof of the 
rear southern porch. 
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This house is an example of a common western Maryland type. 
Houses of this general configuration, a rectangular main block and rear 
kitchen wing, were constructed in Garrett County from the late nineteenth 
through the early twentieth centuries. 

Although this three-bay, ell-plan farmhouse exhibits the typical 
local form, distinctive elements such as the projecting entrance tower and 
decorative porch brackets distinguish the building from its counterparts. 
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