
G-II-A-108 
Foursquare House with Belvedere 
Selbysport 
Private 

Early 20th century 

This two-story, three-bay square house faces the Old Morgantown 
Road to the south, west of Selbysport. The sloping land exposes 
the rear of the cellar. A pyramid roof capped by a belvedere covers 
the building. Hipped-roof porches cross the front and rear of the 
house. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two-story, three-bay square house faces the Old Morgantown Road 
to the south, west of Selbysport. The slop ing land exposes the rear of 
the cellar. A pyramid roof capped by a belvedere covers the building. 
Hipped-roof porches cross the front and rear of the house. 

The central bay on either floor of the east side is unfenestrated, 
as is the first floor's central bay on the facade. 2/2 windows iight 
the house. Entrances occupy the left bay of the facade and the center 
bay of the rear. The main entrance includes double doors, either half 
consisting of two slightly raised panels; and a transom. A four-panel 
door serves the rear entrance. Plain flat boards capped by a drip 
molding frame the openings. Interior brick stove-flue chimneys appear 
in the eastern section of the building and at the rear. 

The rectangular belvedere comprises two windows on the north and 
south sides, three windows on either of the other two sides, and 
jigsawn trim around the eaves. 

Rockfaced concrete block forms the balustrade and square pillars 
of the front porch. The rear porch pillars are square, boxed wooden 
posts topped by plain square capitals. A set of steps descends from 
either side. The porch covers a central cellar door, built of diagonal 
boards with battens. 

The building's original German siding is covered with ashlar-patterned 
asphalt sheets. Slate covers the roof. The house stands on a fotmdation 
of finely cut stone blocks. 

A small frame barn stands north of the house. 
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This is a typical early 20th-century farmhouse of the "foursquare" 
or "neo-rational" style. Its belvedere is an unusual embellishment. 
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Merry Stinson, Architectural Historian 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
~.nnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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