
ABSTRACT 

G-IIA-262 
MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO. ---(217) 
Markleysburg, Pennsylvania vicinity 
Public/private 

1767 (mound only) 

Milestone No. ---(217) is a small moUfld of stones and silt known as Guard's Mound, 
and is believed to be the remains of an original Mason and Dixon cairn of 1767 
when erected to mark their 193rd mile west of the northeast corner of Maryland, 
the beginning of their 230.228-mile West Line, the English provincial boundary 
later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative 
survey methods. Left unmonumented in 1902 during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the 
Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, it is now a loosely strewn mound, scarcely 
measurable (rising a roughly estimated l~ feet high by about 6 feet in diameter), 
and has a large dead tree stump in the midd1e and a multiple property boundary 
corner spike driven into the ground a!hthe fise.of the west side of the stump. 
If found to be the correct mound, when 7s 5re~uF;eyed by a civil engineer, it will 
be significant on the national and state levels primarily as one of the thematic 

,.-.._ group series of some 248 markers still visaally defining the West Line. Locally, 
as one of the some 42 markers along the present Garrett/Somerset-Fayette county 
boundary it will al.so be significant symbolically for its relationship to the 
colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties (if identified visually), and 
as a multiple property corner survey point. 
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_GOOD 

_FAIR 
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CHECK ONE 

X....UNALTERED 

--ALTERED 
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CHECK ONE 

LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVEI) DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This marker is a small mound ofa~%oir~~;Gnly,/fgo~~1l~vg'lfafg'geM~lt~d:l-emains of 
an original Mason and Dixon cairn of 17 7 when erected to mark their 196th 
mile west of the"Post Marked West in Mr. Bryan's Field" (193 miles west of 
the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning of their 230.228-mile West Line). 
It is still aistinguishable as a mound, but has been heaved by a large tree 
(now a dead stump) growing ou~ gr ~ae center, and silted from the hillside 
wash over time, now leaving it0a7gt~ewn, unmeasurable mound, rising about l~ 
feet by a roughly estimated 6 feet in diameter. As a multiJletproffertydboundary 

"t . 1 k db . ik d . . o net roun survey corner, i is a so mar e y an iron sp e riven in near e ~ree 
stump on the west side.(• see below) 

The area here is the west,g£g~g of an unna!lled hill risiig between Reason Run 
to the east and Buard Road to the west, with only/~8~f~gr~d settlement along 
the road. The site is within Election District 2 of Garrett County, MD, and 
Henry Clay Township of Fayette County, PA; about l~ miles northeast of the 
scattered settlement of Asher Glade, MD, and about 2 miles southeast of the 
village of Markleysburg, PA; at a point about 90 feet south of the old pipeline 
and about 50 feet east uphill from Guard Road. It cannot be seen from the 
road, but is the most likely candidate for the mound on the entire hillside 
at the Line, and can be distinguished when closeby. 

The 1900-.03 Resurvey notes (MGS Vol. 7, 1908, pp.99-100) describe the sitE} a 
a "Small mound of stones with a good sized tree growing in it, on the east s- .. 4 

of the road •••• It was intended that a monument should be set in this mound 
and one was sent here for that purpose, but owing to the difficulties presented 
by the tree with its numerous spreading roots, the assistant who was charged 
with the duty of setting it concluded that it would make too long and expensive 
a job and he therefore placed the monument on the next ridge to the westward, 
where it was noted under the next number." 

• It should be noted here that although we were quite sure this site was the 
correct one (as shown on the 1900-03 Resurvey engineer's map, Plate LXXI), 
only a civil engineer can verify this through a resurvey. In the meanwhile, 
the original records will be traced at the National Archives during the 
Phase II of rhe ~ason-Dixon Line boundary marker project, n additional 
information/~~i be forwarded for the Trust's and Maryland Geological Survey 
files. 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for further descriptions 
of the original Mason and Dixon cairns and list of sites noted by them in 
their journal) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_1NVENT10N boundary surveying 

~~~ Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon 
SURYEYORS 

This small mound of stones with a large dead/~tftffip in the middle is significant 
on the national and state levels primarily as one of the thematic group series 
of some 248 markers still visually defining Mason and Dixon's West Line, the 
230.228-mile English provincial boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, 
famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods. This site 
was originally surveyed and marked by a cairn in 1767, and the remains left 
unmonumented at the time of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania 
boundary. Locally, as one of some 42markers along the present Garrett/Somerset· 
Fayette county boundary, the mound, even though deteriorated, is also significan1 
symbolically for its relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of 
these counties, and as a multiple property corner survey point. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
\ 

\ 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre 

Quadrangle name: Friendsville (Maryland-Pennsylvania-West Virginia), USGS 7.5 
minute series (topographic), 1947 photorev. 1974, scale 1:24oOO 
NOTE: site not shown on quadrangle; see 1900-03 Resurvey 
engineer's map Plate LXXI 

UTM reference (approx.): zone 17, easting 63534, northing 439778 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION / 

NA 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Garrett 

STATE COUNTY 

Pennsylvania Fayette 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason and Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust and Maryland Geological Survey 9/7/81 (site surveyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

14308 Mount Avenue (301) 472-2128 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Phoenix Maryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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RESURVEY OF MASON-DIXON LINE. 
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