
ABSTRACT 

G-IIA-268 
MASON-DIXON LINE: fflilestone No. ---(222A/34) 
Markleysburg, Pennsylvania vicinity 
Public/private 

1767, 1910-ll(surveys) 
19ll(monument) 

In 1911 when set, Milestone No. ---(222A/34) at the southern edge of Division Ridge 
near Markleysburg not only visually marked an additional point on Mason and Dixon's 
West Line about 196.48 miles west of the northeast corner of Maryland, but more 
importantly finally established the northwest corner of Maryland, ending long-standing 
boundary disagreements between Maryland and Virginia (since 1863, West Virginia). 
The monument is a large, plain, 4-sided, tapered concrete post, smoothly finished 
and embellished only by inscriptions. It measures about 19}2 inches square at the 
base, narrowing to about 10 inches near the top; rises about 3 feet 11~ inches high 
above the ground, with an additional some 3 inches of the top, now dome-shaped; 
and is in good condition, unaltered. The inscriptions are all legible and intact: 
on the north side facing Pennsylvania, PA and 1910 (the year when this point was 
established and decreed correct by the Supreme Court); on the east side facing 
i1aryland, MD; on the south side facing Maryland/West Virginia, NO. 34 (the 34th 
and northernmost of a series of monuments defining the common boundary of these two 
states) and the names of the 1910-11 Resurvey commissioners (Samuel s. Gannett, 
W. Mcculloh Brown, Julius K. Monroe); and on the west side, W VA. Although unique 
in design and construction on the West Line, No. ---(222A/34) is similar to the 
26 others set by the commissioners. 



Survey No. G-:i::::~-268 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASON•DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP) 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} • 

historic (Mason and !>i.xon's) West Line 

•. and/or common Mason-Dixon Line: 

2. Location 

street & number off the west side of Thomas Road/T-314, Th~!p~~e _X_ not for publication 

city, town Markleysburg 

state Pennsylvania 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
- building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

- -~object 

Ownership 
_x_ public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
__JLnot applicable 

_X_ vicinity of 

county 

Status N/A 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district MD: 6/WV: 2 /PA: 22 

MD: Garrett/WV: Preston/PA: Fayette 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ sci~ntific 

_ transportation 
X the. state 

- 0 r. oouna,ry man:e 
4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

(monument gnlyi.si' Thematic Group NR nomination form and surrounding property 
name owners 1.p is States of .Maryland, West Virginia, and Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania 
street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
(see Thematic Group NR nomination form and surrounding property ownership list) 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

(also see Thematic Group NR nomination form) 
m~ Garrett County Historic Sites Inventory 

date 
G-IIA-268 entered 9/4/81 x 

_federal _state _county _local 

Jepository for survey records 
Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated __!_ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. G-IIA-258 

X additional site (1911) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Milestone No. ---(222A/34) mar.Ks an addi:tional point on the Naryland.r:?ennsylvania 
2gundar~~ ab~ut 10~~ fye~ weyt ~f the preceding (Sinclair) stone1/~~lablished 

/aufiR~r~Ii~ef9;i.8~ff Regur~~fY £rnr~ Marfland-West Virginia bounda~y, t-hus 'ending the 
controversy overJ~lia%0iilig an8cI~~0fn~ersection with Mason and Dixon's West Line. 
It is approximately 196.48 horizontal miles west of the northeast corner of 
Maryland; is a new concrete monument, in good condition, unaltered, set in 1911. 
Unique on the West Line, it is similar to most of those along the Maryland-West 
Virginia boundary: a four-sided, tapered post, measuring about l* inche_s 
square at the base, narrowing to about 10 inches, ri$ing about"3 feet 11~ inches, 
and capped.by a dome-shaped top rising another 3 inches at the center. All faces 
are smooth, with the following inscriptions in slightly raised rectangular panels: 
on the north side facing Penns~l!~ni!idg~ near the top and the year 1910 at the 
middle; bn the east side, MDiaon tlie soutli side, NO. 34 near the top, and the 
names of the commissioners at the bottom, Samuel S. Gannett/W. Mcculloh Brown/ 
Julius K. Monroe/Commissioners; and on the west side,W.VA. at the middle. 

'£he area here is high in elevation (about 2320 feet at the site), densely wooded, 
n€.~o~ses within sight, and uglified by the intersection of two widely-cleared 

/~w~ifis~&a southeasttn~hthwesthtra~smission iine and the east/west Columbia Gas 
pipelifte'!erffi~0 ~i~e ro~0tfit~Ef0c%k~Re£igtrict 2 of Garrett County, MD, the 
northeast corner of Gr~nt f5~sRip2u~;" and south edge of Henry Clay 'l'ownship of 
Fayette County, PA. It is at the southern end of Division Ridge, northpfn end 
of 'l'homas Ridge; about 1)2 miles southwest of the village of Markleysburg~ about 
l~ miles northwest of the scattered settlement of Asher Glade, MD; about ~miles 
northeast of the scattered settlement of Glade Farms, WV; 

"'.bout 36 :feet south of the old pipeline l which 
at this point is southwest of the t~ansmi~~ion lineA~ onf the north side of an 
old east-west barbed wire fence, in7~ ~~ftt!~a~io~~hg ae8iduous woodsibfaanked to 
the east by a low-standing gray granite slant-front tombstonf,j'~n~iaen~en~~al 
commemoration, set by the Boy Scouts of America in 1967, t1lt'a~SON-DIXOH TRAIL) 
The site cannot be seen from any road or utility line; when trees are in leaf; 
and this obscurity and seclusion seem to protect it. 

The monument inscriptions are all clear and intact, although there are chips 
along all edges, particularly the southwest vertical edge and top (now domed, 
where formerly curved); and the originally smoothed surfaces of each face remain 
essentially that, though weathered and scratched a bit. 

(see Thematic Group Nationa Register nomination form for coverage of the 1910-ll 
Resurvey of the Maryland-West Virginia boundary) 

Note• According to Charles Morrison, flJ·i:Bi0J'\iestern Boundary of Maryland 
(McClain Printing Company, Parsons, ',·N, 1976) PP• 60-62, 89 and the coverblck: 
boundary Monument No. 34 was .erected August 21, 1911, by the commissioners for 
Maryland, West Virginia, and the United States, in accordance with a decree ent, .d 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, May 31, 1910. 



8. Significance Survey No. G-IIA-268 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
r 1600-1599 

_1700-1799 
____!_ 1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _x_ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry _x_ politics/government __ trai"!sportation 

__ invention -Lother (specify) 
~~~-.-~~~~~~~~~+-.--,-~~_,_,.,,...,.....,b~aunda?::l s~rve~ing 
suriSitC.-~--... SURVEYORS. ( .'ie~t Line 1 <,;na:i;-Tus Mason 

~--.-.:_.,...._.....,.. • and Jeremiah Dixon 
check: Applicable Criteria: 

and/or 
A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Milestone No. ---(222A/34) is significant on the national and state levels 
primarily as one of the thematic group series of some 248 markers still 
visually defining Mason and Dixon's West Line, the 230.228-mile provincial 
boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact 
and innovative survey methods. ~his part of the West Line was originidly -
surveyed and marked in 1767~ and the present.additional point .e~tablished 
during the 1910-11 Resurvey of the Maryland-West Virginia boundary, 
monumented in 1911 with a large concrete post to mark th~ nortt~est corner 
of Maryland and northern endpoint of their common boundar7 where 1~ mee~s 
the southern boundary of Pennsylvania. Locally, as one of some. 4-2 marker~ 
along the present Garrett/Somerset-Fayette county boundary (as well g~?tR~ 
some 13 found still standing along the present Preston; \.\TV/Faie!ten9ounty, PA 
boundary), No. ---(222A/34) is also significant symbolically/r8r ft8Y 
identifiabkf relationship to the colonial a~d C~vil War heritage of these 
counties /a i~~ West Line, but also for itsl~~ttlement of the longstanding 
controversy over the correct Maryland-Virginia (and later, West Virginia) 
boundary. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. G-IIA-268 

(see ~hematic Group National Register nomination form) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than one acre 
Quadrangle name Friendsville (MD-~A-WV) .l. USGS 7 .5 minute Quadrangle scale 1: 24oOO 

series (topographic), 1~47 photorev. 1974 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification N/A 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state 

state 

Maryland 
West Virginia 
Pennsylvania 

code 

code 

11. Form Prepared By 

county 

county 

Garrett 
Preston 
Fayette 

I I I I 
Northing 

I 
I 

code 

code 

name/tit1eAlice :t-'.i.artin (volunteer, Mason and Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor; 

organization 
Maryland Historical Trust and 
Maryland Geological Survey date 9/5/81 (site surveyed) 

street & number 14308 Mount Avenue telephone (301) 472-2128 

city or town Phoenix state Maryland .21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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BOUNDARY MONUMENT NO, 34 

At the Northwest Corner of Maryland 

Erected August 20, 1911, by commissioners for Maryland, West Virginia, and 
the United States, In accordance with a decree entered by the Supreme Court of 
the United States, May :SJ, 1910. 

It marks the pC>int where the commissioners' bC>undary line, running north· 
ward from Monument No. l, intersected the histC>ric Mason and Dixon line. The 
monument is Inscribed ais follows: 

On the north side: PA. and 191 O 
On the east side: MD. 
On the west side: W. VA. 
On the south No. 34 and at the base, the names of the commissioners: 

Samutl S. Gannett, W. McCulloh Hrnwn, Julrns K Monroe, See Appendix A, 
paqH 60·b2. 



Namttor 
Number Locdlwn, Description, Etc. 

No. 32 The site Wd:, d L.,y pnrnt in cstdb!ishing the northern end of 
the boundary. The Spanish oak marked the corner of two 
properties to the west and was in a line of the adjacent 
property to the east. The removal of the tree itself was no 
small project. Perhaps symbolically, in addition to the usual 
inscriptions, Monument No. 32 is marked "Span Oak." 

Small Not shown on the U.S. Geological Survey maps. On Fike's 

Ridge, a spur or knob of Sickle Hill, 3,070 feet, North 
0"04'55" East, from Monument No. 32. Erected /\ugust 22, 
1911. 

No. 33 On the north side of Squire Fike Road about 3,000 feet west 
of its intersection with Glade Road. Distance from previous 
monument, 2,220 feet, North 0"04'55" East. Erected Au
oust 22, 191 L 

Small On Thomas Ridge 4,550 feet, North 0°04155" East, from 
Monument No. 33. Not shown on maps of the U.S. Geologi
cal Survey. 

No. 34 On the Mason and Dixon line about 1,000 feet west of 
Thomas Road and on the south side of the pipeline riyht
of-way. .About l Yz miles southwest of Markleysburg, 
Pennsylvania. This stone marks the northwest corner of 
Maryland, and the northwest corner of Military Lot 2927 on 
the Deakins plat. The commissioners' journal indicates that 
it was not precisely placed because at that point the Mary

land and Virginia tracts overlapped about four rods {66 
feet). Distance from the previous monument, 2,460 feet, 
North 0°04 155" East. 

Monument No. 34 is readily accessible by way of the pipe
line right.of-way, west from Thomas Road, but it is not 
readily visible when the trees and ground cover are in leaf. It 
is marked as follows: On the north side, PA. and below, the 
date, 1910, on the east side, MD., on the west side, W. VA., 

60 

Hight: From the eust and north. Fm 
other views see back cover ;met fron 

tis piece 

Left: From the w1rnt and south. Small 
monument in background is d Mason 
1111<1 Dixrm trdil mctrker. 

MONUMENT NO. 34 

61 
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Table:? 

Distances Between Boundary Commission 
Monuments and the Michler (Fairfax) Meridian 

Distance 
Monument By Departure* By Longitudet 
Fairfax 0 ft. 0 ft. 
No. 1 65 ft. 65 ft. 
No. 2 84 ft. 85 ft. 
No. 4 364 ft. 365 ft. 
No. 5 17 ft. (west) 15 ft. (west) 
No. 8 75 ft. 73 ft. 
No. IO 284 ft. 288 ft. 
No. 11 766 ft. 769 ft. 
No. 15 1,159 ft. 1,163 ft. 
No. 16+ 1,276 ft. 1,281 ft. 
No. 19 1,383 ft. 1,389 ft. 
No. 20 2,355 ft. 2,357 ft. 
No. 21 2,391 ft. 2,393 ft. 
No. 22 2,41t5 ft. 2,447 ft. 
No. 27 2,676 ft. 2,677 ft. 
No. 28 3,023 ft. 3,024 ft. 
No. 32 2,926 ft. 2,927 ft. 
No. 34 2,942 ft. 2,942 ft. 

*Distance east of Michler meridian except as indicated; computed from 
courses and distances listed in Table l, adjusted for convergence cf meridians 
nocthward. 

tSame; comp;.ited by differences in longitude listed in 225 U.S. 1. 
+Given as "about I 281 feet" in 225 U.S. 1. 

70 

... 

--1· 



r 
I 

I 
j;. 
! . 
t 
1 

l 

I 
! 
!i: 

~ii 

224 223 lla.9<m 1111.4 llixOD Lille 
224 

I 1334 ti. -----2942 t .. i ----. 1051 t-t. j 
1400 fee't I 

approx. I 
I 
I 

.I 
~I 
~1 

!1 
I 
I 

SmaJ.1 
!!on. 

t:i • 
MONUMENTS ALONG THE MASON AND DIXON LINE 

ASSOCIATED WITH 
}HE WESTERN BOUNDARY OF MARYLAND 

222 

Monument No. 34: Established by the Maryland-West Virginia Boundary Com· 
mission. 1911. See pp. 60-62. 

Monument No. 222: Sinclair Stone, 1885. Marked 55 2/10, meaning 55.2 miles 
from southwest corner of Pennsylvania. See pp. 62-64-

Monument No. 223: Michler Monument, 1860-no longer standing. See pp. 64-66. 
Monument No. 224 Marked 54 2110. Undoubtedly established in 1885 at the 

site shown. under the direction of C.H. Sinclair; now located at the site of the 
origiLal Michler monument. See pp. 66-68. 
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