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Mid-19th and 20th centuries 

The Accident Survey District is a group of thirty-eight buildings, 
located along the E and W sides of U.S. Route 219 South (Main Street) 
in the town of Accident. The district's 38 buildings include twenty-eight 
dwellings, two churches, two stores, one school, one bank, one post office, 
and three garages. 

Accident is significant as one of the first settlements in Garrett 
County and as an example of a nineteenth-and 20th-century farming community. 
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The Accident SurveyDistrict is a group of thirty-eight buildings, located 
along the E and W side of US Rt. 219 S (Main Street) in the town of Accident. 
The topography of the district is even but incorporates a slope from NE to SW. 

The district's 38 buildings include twenty-eight dwellings, two churches, two 
stores, one school, one bank, one post office and three garages, and make up a range 
of periods and types from the 1840's to the early 1900's. 

The earliest dwelling now standing in Accident is House No. 24, on the W side of 
Main Street near the district's northern end. The house is a two-story, three-bay 
by two bay dwelling facining SE, with a gable roof and a one-story shed addition 
attached to its NW elevation. The house rests on a stone foundation and is covered 
with weatherboarding. The house has six over six sash windows and the central facade 
door has a formal surround with a transom and five paned sidelights. The roof is 
covered with corrugated metal and the box comic returns on the gable ends. The house 
has one brick stove chimney on the NE gable end and the first floor of the facade is 
covered with a shed porch. The shallow pitch of the roof, the returning cornice, the 
size and number of lights in the windows and the formal door surround, as well as the 
replaced central bay in the second floor of the facade where a door and porch may have 
been removed all suggest a date of 1840 or earlier, making this the oldest domestic 
example in the district. 

Certain distinct forms characterize most of the other examples in the district. 
Houses 3, 20, 21 and 25 show similar plans of ell-shaped houses with the ells facing 
the street and the entrances and facade porches filling the ells. House 25 represents 
the typical western Maryalnd style found throughout Garrett County. Houses 7, 9, 
12, 33, are similar in their use of broad facades of five bays with or without the 
use of porches. House #37, one of the more prominent residences represents the Queen 
Anne style. Houses 2, 6, 36, and 38 represent cross=gable type, with more ornate 
embellishments suggestive of the Queen Anne style. House #8 is a good example of the 
neo-rationalistic style or four square house. 

The two churches no doubt were at one time the center of Accident social life. 
Zion LutheranChurch #1, exhibits the typical architectural arran~mentof churches in 
Garrett County. Before it was covered with aluminum siding, the church displayed 
decorative elements, such as exposed decorative studs and diagonal brackets which 
are characteristic of the Eastern Stick Style. St. Paul's Lutheran Church, #32, is 
built of locally manufactured brick, on an ell plan, with the bell tower filling the 
ell and providing an entrance to the church. 

The three utility buildings, lookely grouped under the name "garages", include a 
one-story, gable-end facade garage (#5), probably built in the early 1900's, a two­
story brick garage (#17) that probably dates from the 1930's, and a very plain frame 
and brick gable-roofed building (#15) probably used as a machine shop. 

The two stores in Accident (#5, 10, and 31) were probably constructed as privat_ 
homes and then added to for retail space. Number 31 is no a novelty and sundry store 
and number 10, Matthews Grocery, is still a food store, Number 10 is possessed of a 
very fine pressed tin ceiling. 
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Accident is significant as one of the first settlements in 
Garrett County and as an example of a nineteenth and 20th century 
farming community. The buildings show a range of vernacular types 
and historical periods from the mid-nineteenth through the 
twentieth centuries. 

Accident takes its name from the error made by two surveying 
parties in 1774, when Lord Baltimore opened his lands west of 
Cumberland for settlement. The 2 surveying parties, working 
independently, were unaware that they had surveyed the same tract 
of land. The name was bestowed on the tract by its patent's first 
holder, Brooke Beall. The first settler on the tract was James Drane, 
whose house still stands (G-II-B--010) , Later English settlers came 
to establish a community and in the 1840's and SO's, the town expanded 
with an influx of German setters from Pennsylvania. 

Accident in the nineteenth century, like Accident today, was 
established primarily for the convenience of the farms that lie in this area 
of Garrett County. The town has had a small percentage of industry, 
including two tanneries and several local sawmills. Modern 
industry includes a Southern States Plant and a small industrial park. 
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G-II-B-125 

Accident Survey District 
(Continued #7 - Description) 

The Accident School has had wings added to a central pavilion and has had 
several renovations. The alterations, while changing the appearance of 
the school, are sympathetic modernizations and expansions, unifying the 
older with the newer sections. 
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