G-II-B-189 ca. 1900
Reba Bowser Farm

Strawn

Private

The Reba Bowser Farm is located several yards east of Pig's Ear
Road, south of Strawn. The farm consists of a howse, barn, and several
outbuildings.

The house is a two-story, gable-roofed, ell-plan dwelling with a
three-bay, center-door facade. The facade points NW. A one-story,
shed porch partially fills the ell on the SW and SE elevations, and
a hipped-roofed porch stretches the length of the facade.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Reba Bowser Farm is located several yards E of Pig's Ear Road, S
of Strawn. The farm has not been worked, except for a vegetable garden, in
some time. The farm consists of a house, barn, and several outbuildings.

The house is a two-story, gable-roofed, ell-plan dwelling with a three-
bay, center-door facade. The facade points NW. A one-story, shed porch
partially fills the ell on the SW and SE elevations, and a hipped-roofed
porch stretches the length of the facade.

The house rests on a low-stone foundation and is covered with brown
brick-patterned asphalt siding. The windows are one over one sash with
simple cornices and symmetrically moulded surrounds. On the NE and SW gable
ends, the attic windows are single-paned diamonds. All trim is painted red.

The roof is covered with corrugated metal. The house has two brick
stove chimneys: an exterior chimmey on the NE gable end of the main block,
and an interior chimmey NW of center in the ell.

The ell porch is partially enclosed and has entrances on both its SW
and SE elevations. The roof of the facade porch is supported by four square
posts.

The interior of the house contains an enclosed central staircase, with
a single room on either side, on the ground floor. The kitchen occupies
the ell. All door and window trim has a symmetrical astragal and ogee
pattern with bullseye corner blocks.

Southeast of the house is a shed-roofed, board and batten privy. To
the S of the house are a small gable-roofed outbuilding (#1) a gable-roofed
springhouse, and the property's spring. The springhouse rests on a stone
foundation and is covered with vertical boards. The entrance is on the SW
gable end and the gable roof extends over the entrance, creating a covered
porch. The porch is floored with boards and the covered spring is opposite
the springhouse entrance. At the S corner of the porch is a small pipe,
directing the spring water into a small pool. The water subsequently runs NE
through the springhouse and through another pipe to a sunk bathtub and small
pond E of the springhouse (see plan).

To the NW of the springhouse is a large vegetable garden. SW of the garden
is a three-bay frame bank barn. The barn has a forebay on the NE elevation and
a gable roof. The barn rests on a stone foundation and is covered with vertical
boards. The roof is covered with corrugated metal.

To the S of the barn is a corn crib. To the N is a small shed (#2),
covered with vertical boards.

Northeast of the house are an additional gable-roofed outbuilding (#3) and
a large gable-roofed garage. Both are covered with vertical boards.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is an example of a common western Maryland type. Houses
of this general configuration, a rectangular main block and rear kitchen
wing, were constructed in Garrett County from the late nineteenth through
the early twentieth centuries.
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G-I1I-B-189

Site #:

Reba Bowser Farm

Pig's Ear Rd. East side,
1.1 mile S of Strawn
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G-11-B-189

Reba Bowser House

Garrett Co,, MD

Photo: V. Cesna 7 Nov. 1980
Facade-NW elev,






G-11-B-189

Reba Bowser House

Garrett Co,, MD

Photo: V., Cesna 7 Nov, 1980
SW & SE elev,



