ABSTRACT

G-IIC-247

MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO, --=(202) 1767 (mound), 1902 (monument)
Hi-Point, Maryland vicinity

Public/private

Milestone No. ---(202) and its large mound of earth on Packhorse Mountain ridge
mark a point on the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary close to 182% miles west of

the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning of Mason and Dixon's 230.228-mile
West Line, the English provincial boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon Line,
famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods. The monument is

a very plain dressed marble post with a low pyramidal top, quarried and carved in
Cockeysville, Maryland. It is in good condition, unaltered, firmly set; measures
10% inches square by about 1li4 inches high above the mound; and is embellished only
by the capital letter P on the north side facing Pennsylvania, M on the south side
facing Maryland, the year 1767 on the east side (when this site was originally
surveyed and marked with a cairn), and 1902 on the west side (when this new monument
was added to the remains of the cairn during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-
Pennsylvania boundary). The large mound of earth, believed original, is a fine
one in excellent condition, and measures about 15 feet in diameter by about 3 feet
high at the center, where the monument replaces an original wood post. On the
national and state levels, No. --=(202) and the mound are significant primarily as
being among the thematic group series of some 248 markers still visually defining
the West Line. Locally, as among the some 42 markers along the present Garrett/
Somerset-Fayette county boundary, they are also significant symbolically for their

identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties.
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DESCRIPTION Survey No. G-IIC-247
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X coopo (monument) _RuINs __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No. =---(202) and its large mound of earth on Packhorse Mountain
ridge mark a point on the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary close to 182% miles west
of the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning of Mason and Dixon's 230,228~
mile West Line. The monument is a Very plain’dressed marble post with a low
pyramidal top, quarried and carved in Cockeysville, Maryland; is in good condition,
unaltered, firmly set; measures 1lO% inches square by about 14 inches high above
the mound; and is embellished only by the capital letter P on the north side
facing Pennsylvania, M on the south side facing Maryland, the year 1767 on the
east side (when this site was originally surveyed and marked with a cairm), and
1902 on the west side (when this new monument was added to the remains of the
cairn during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary). The large
mound of earth, believed original, is a fine one in excellent condition, and
measures about 15 feet in diameter by about 3 feet high at the center.

The area here is part of the rfacknorse Moungéfg %fdgéfyagiggl§a?8%35%280053et)’
the west side which becomes part of Savage River State Forest in Maryland, and
a cleared stretch on the east following Zehner Road. The site is within Election
District 3 of Garrett County, MD, and Addison Township of Somerset County, PA;
about 1@ miles northwest of the scattered %gggieﬁggg g?eﬁigﬁgingf ﬁﬁ%?&%yaRgBint
about 15 feet west of Zehner Road/T-376, about 100 feet south of the pipeline,

. . tha %gt edﬁ of
well camouflaged just insi e? e fer § woods. It can be seen from the road,

but not readily, and is protected by the inconspicuousness of the site.

The monument, identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 set west of Sideling
Hill to visually reestablish the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, is of a fine-
grained marble called saccharoidal dolomite or magnesian limestone; was originally
cut about 10 inches square by about 4% feet long, intended for setting about
1% feet above ground (or mound) with the remaining 3 feet for setting into the
ground, thus eliminating the need for a concrete foundation. The letters and
numbers are blocky, V-sunk without serifs, and are horizontally aligned as a
band around the stone near the top. These, and the top planes and apex are all
clear and intact; although there are chips at all top corners and along all
vertical edges, and all surfaces are scaley with lichen. The mound is compact,

and undisturbed, covered with leaves and weeds but . clearly defined.

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for further descriptions
of original Mason and Dixon mounds and the 1900-03 Resurvey monuments)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Milestone Noe. ---(202) and its large mound of earth are significant on

the national and state levels primarily as being among the thematic group

series of some 248 markers still visually defining Mason and Dixon's West Line,

the 230.,228-mile English provincial boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon

Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods. This

site was surveyed and marked by a cairn in 1767; and the new Cockeysville marble

monument added to the center of the remains of the cairm in 1902 during the

1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary. Locally, as among the
—  some 42 markers along the present Garrett/Somerset-Fayette county boundary,

No., ---(202) and the mound are also significant symbolically for their

identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these

counties.,

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




3 Survey No. G-IIC-247
nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __1e8s than one acre

Quadrangle name: Grantsville (Maryland-Pennsylvania), USGS 7.5 minute series
(topographic), 1946 photorev. 1974, scale 1:24000

UTM reference: zone 17, easting 65209, northingi39819

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STaTE Maryland COUNTY Garrett
STATE ‘Pennsylvania counTY Sonmerset
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason and Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor)
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust & Maryland Geological Survey 7/25/81 (site surveyed)
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
14308 Mount Avenue (301) 472-2128
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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