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Thistle-Miller-Bender Farm 
Grantsville 
Private 1849 

The Thistle-Miller-Bender farm is a two-story frame farmhouse 
with five bays on its north facade, and three at the rear. The 
two-bay deep house includes porches covering the facade and rear. 
A central entrance opens into either side. 

Insul-brick covers the original wooden siding. The building's 
foundation and cellar are constructed of stone. A spring is located 
under the front porch. A stuccoed frame tenant house stands south 
of the main dwelling. 
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BNAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Thistle-Miller-Bender Farm 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Amish Rd. 
CITY. TOWN 

Grantsville 
STATE 

Maryland 

II CLASSIFICATION 

_ VICINITY OF 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~UILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_OBJECT 

_PUBLIC KoccUPIED 

KPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

_YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Philip Bender 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rt. 1, Box 105 
CITY. TOWN 

Grantsville _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Garrett County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER Third and Alder Streets 

CITY. TOWN 
Oakland 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

61ih 
COUNTY 

Garr 2
'' Co11nty 

PRESENT USE 

kGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~RIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland 21536 

Liber #: 153 
Folio #: 90 

STATE 
Maryland 21550 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

None 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

STATE 



BnESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

'2(GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 
_ALTERED 

1~-I[-A-~15 

CHECK ONE 

}:(ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Thistle-Miller-Bender farm is located on a plateau approximately halfway to the 
summit of Negro Mountain as it rises from Shade Hollow, west of Grantsville. 

The two-story frame farmhouse presents five bays on its north facade, and three at 
the rear. The two-bay deep house includes porches covering the facade and rear. A 
central entrance opens into either side. 

Two over two sash windows light the house. Two four-pane windows light either side 
of the attic. The cellar is exposed on the south, where a central entrance is flanked 
by a window to either side. A brick stove-flue chimney heats either gable end. 
Corrugated metal covers the roof. Insul-brick covers the original wooden siding. The 
building's foundation and cellar are constructed of stone. 

The floor plan consists of a central stair with two rooms to either side. The 
rooms are divided by wide beaded board partitions. In a closet the originally exposed 
chamfered joists are visible. 3" by 4" studs frame the walls. 

A spring located under the front porch is reached through the cellar. 

A stuccoed frame tenant house stands south of the main dwelling. The two story, _ J 

bay square house has a hipped roof and a central brick stove-flue chimney. 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

.K.1100-1199 

X1eoo-1e99 

_1900-

--ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

X°AGRICULTURF; _ECONOMICS 

)(ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

__ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 1849 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Henry Miller 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This house was built in 1849 by Henry Miller, a Mennonite from the German 
settlement at Springs, PA., north of Grantsville. The house faces the old 
Braddock Road to the north, about 500 yards south of the National Road. The spring 
at this house is believed to be the White Oak Spring at which Joseph Mount's late 
18th century cabin was located. George Washington recorded a breakfast at Mount's 
cab in in 1784 in his journal. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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