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Leo Beachy Farm
Grantsville
Private 1898

This farm's extant dwelling was built in 1898 by Jonas J. Beachy,
the grandfather of present owner Ellsworth Beachy. The building
replaced the early 19th century log house that was located to the south.

Leo J. Beachy (1874-1927) lived his entire life on this farm. Despite
suffering from a progressive degenerative disease from the age of 14,
Beachy took up photography in 1901. Beachy's work is significant for its
scope of subject matter--scenery, buildings, children, family groups, farm
activity and machinery, and buildings--and its artistic quality. An exhibit
of his work was sponsored in 1981 by the Allegany County Historical Society
and Allegany Community College. Beachy is also known for his writing,
which was published in several magazines.
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DESCRIPTION
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—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Leo Beachy Farm is located on the crest of Mt. Nebo, on the eastern rim of the
Casselman River Valley south of Grantsville. A two-story, south-facing farmhouse stands
west of a small frame workshop. As the land slopes to the north, the cellar is fully
exposed at the rear. An early 19th century log farmhouse once stood between the present
dwelling and the road. Leo Beachy's photography studio was located near the present
workshop.

The present stud-frame farmhouse was built in 1898. The log house was torn down,
and the stones from its chimney were used to build the foundation for the 'new" house.
Plain porches cover the facade and rear of the three bay by two-bay dwelling, A
central entrance appears on either side.One over one sash windows light the hause.

Two single-pane windows light either end of the attic. Two small windows light the
cellar's west side, while one lights the east side. A central door flanked by a 2/2
window to either side pierces the cellar's exposed north side.

The west end of the rear porch is enclosed to provide additional space for the ad-
jacent kitchen in the main block. A jigsawn balustrade encloses the rest of the porch.

An interior brick stove-flue chimney heats either gable end. Corrugated metal
covers the roof. The building's wooden siding is covered by asbestos shingles.

The facade's transom-topped entrance opens into the main room, behind which the
kitchen is located. A boxed stair runs along the central partition. The ceilings
and walls were originally covered with narrow boards. All surfacesbut the kitchen
ceiling have now been plastered.

The one-story gable-roofed outbuilding is covered with board-and-batten wood
siding.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS X LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 xARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION ~—MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 XaRT __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER

X 1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
81900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1898 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Jonas Beachy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mt. Nebo area was settled in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
After the National Road was built in 1818, three miles to the north, a road was
cut to loop south of Grantsville through Mt. Nebo and rejoin the National Road
to the west.

This farm's extant dwelling was built in 1898 by Jonas J. Beachy, the grand-
father of present owner Ellsworth Beachy. The building replaced the early 19th
century log house that was located to the south. Further research is needed to

Fdetermine the earlier building's history.

Leo J. Beachy (1874-1927) lived his entire life on this farm. Despite .
suffering from a progressive degenerative disease from the age of 14, Beachy took
up photography in 1901. Beachy's work is significant for its scope of subject
matter—--scenery, buildings, children, family groups, farm activity and machinery,
and buildings--and its artistic quality. An exhibit of his work was sponsored in
1981 by the Allegany County Historical Society and Allegany Community College.
Beachy is also known for his writing, which was published in several magazines.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Brochure - 198} exhibit of Leo Beachy photographs sponsored by the Allegany
County Historical Society and Allegany Community College.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Merry Stinson, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust/Burean of Mines
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 2692438 —
CITY OR TOWN ST TSTATE

ABnapolis —Marsland—3140e

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Site #:
Leo Beachy Farm

Hare Hollow Road

Grantsville

Grantsville, MD-PA
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