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Samuel Durst Farm 
Private 
Keyser's Ridge vie. 

mid 19th century 

The Samuel Durst building is a half dovetail-notched log springhouse. 
It is a single story structure with a gable roof, gable end front, that 
extends outward to form an overhang supported by wooden turned columns. 

The hewn logs and chinking have been left exposed, with a coat of 
white-wash half worn off. The roof is covered with wood shingles. 

This log springhouse is all that remains of the original Samuel Durst 
farm. 

The land was acquired by Durst as military lots after the Civil War. 

The dirt drive on which the farm is located was once the main road 
into Jennings, old Rt. 40. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This half dovetail-notched log springhouse is situated in a 
hilly, semi-wooded area on Gas Well Road about l~ miles north of Rt. 40. 
The springhouse faces west. It is a single story structure with a gable 
roof, gable end front, that extends outward to form an overhang supported 
by wooden turned columns. The structure has no windows. The facade, 
vertical plank entrance is set to the north end. The entrance is framed 
with plain flat boards. 

The hewn logs and chinking have been left exposed, with a coat of 
whitewash half worn off. The roof is covered with wood shingles. 
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SPECIFIC DATES ca. late 1860 Is BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Samuel Durst 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This log springhouse is all that remains of the original Samuel 
Durst farm. The house, now gone, was half plank, half log constructed. 
The land was acquired by Durst as military lots after the Civil War (not 
the Revolutionary War as more military lots in this area were). The dirt 
drive on which the farm is located was once the main road into Jennings, 
old Rt 40, which has since been cut off by Rt. 48. 

The springhouse itself is significant for its half-dovetail notching 
which is more difficult, thus it takes more time and skill to construct. 
This style is a carryover from an earlier period. 
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Merry Stinson, Architectural Historian 
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Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
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Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
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Annapolis 
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1981 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Site #: G-II-C-291 
Samuel Durst Farm 
Gas Well Rd. about l~ miles N. of Rt. 40 
Keyser's Ridge 
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