
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

National Road Segment, Casselman Road, GA-193 Inventory Number: 

NR Eligible: yes _x 

no 

G-II-C-378 

Address : .23 miles between US 40 Alternate and Old Casselman River Bridge 
in Penn Al s 

Historic district: yes X no 

------'-------------------·--· - ·-
City: Grantsville, MD Zip Code: 21536 County: Garrett 

USGS Quadrangle(s) : Grantsville ----------------------------
Property Owner: Garrett County Roads Department Tax Account ID Number: 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s) : Tax Map Number: 8 ---------
Project: Rehabilitation of US 40 Alt. over the Cassleman River Bridge Agency: FHW A/SHA 

------------------
Agency Prepared By: Architectural Historian, SHA 

Preparer's Name: Anne E. Bruder Date Prepared: 06/25/2007 

Documentation is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: x Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: X A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

Site visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attatch map and photo) 

Old National Road Segment (Casselman Road or GA-193) is .23 of a mile between US 40 Alternate and the Old Casselman River 
Bridge Park, and passes through the Penn Alps property on the north side of US 40 Alt. The road is paved with asphalt and is 
approximately 20 feet wide. In addition to the road there is one stone arch bridge, National Road Stone Arch Bridge (Culvert), 
MIHP No. G-II-C-16 which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing resource to the Stanton's Mill 
Complex, MIHP No. G-II-C-13. The road connects to the Penn Alps parking area and to the park. 

President Thomas Jefferson, his Treasury Secretary Albert Gallatin and Congress planned the National Road as the first interstate 
highway in the United States in 1806 between Cumberland, Maryland and Vandalia, Illinois. Construction began in 1811 , and the 
Old Casselman River Bridge and the Old National Road Stone Arch Bridge were constructed as part of the road improvements in 
1813 . By 1828 the road had been constructed to the banks of the Ohio River in West Virginia. The road opened up trade and 
communication with the frontier in the Ohio River Valley. The road remained in use as the National Road until 1933 when the 
Maryland State Roads Commission constructed US 40 Alternate and a new Warren Through Truss Bridge south of the original 
National Road alignment. 
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NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

G-II-C-378 National Road Segment, Casselman Road, GA-193 

hen the new highway was built, the Maryland State Roads Commission gave the old alignment to Garrett County. Since the road 
became a county facility, the Penn Alps Restaurant, which is housed in one of the original Inns of the National Road, and other 
businesses along the old National Road segment have developed. Several log buildings have been moved to the site and house 
various business that sell locally made items. 

The National Road Segment is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A as an extent 
example of the National Road. It does not retain its chartered width of 66 feet, but its alignment exemplify the original design of 
the National Road from 1813. The construction of the National Road Inn (Penn Alps) and other travelers' facilities in Grantsville 
demonstrate the importance of the crossing and the road leading to the Casselman River. The National Road Segment is not 
eligible under Criterion B because no persons oflocal, state or national significance were identified through the research conducted 
for this project. The National Road Segment is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C because the road does not retain its 
charted width and has been repaved many times since it was first constructed in 1813. Criterion D was not investigated as part of 
this study. 
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