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Lake Ford United Methodist Church 
Lake Ford 
Private circa 1900 

The church is a one-story, gable-roofed building, measuring 
three bays on the sides and one bay on the gable ends. 

This small church ex.~ibits many features of smaller houses of 
worship built in Garrett County during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. The decorative use of German siding on the facade is 
reminiscent of that of the Selbysport Methodist Church (G-Il-A-160). 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Lake Ford United Methodist Church is located on the NW side of Granesville 
Road, between the road and Muddy Creek, N of Lake Ford. To the N & W is the 
West Virginia state line, and also to the N is the Cranesville Pine Swamp. 

The church is a one-story, gable-roofed 
on the sides and one bay on the gable ends. 
A gable-roofed addition covers the rear (NW) 
vestibule shelters the facade door. 

building, measuring three bays 
The gable end facade points SE. 
elevation, and a gable-roofed 

The church rests on a low stone foundation on the NE elevation. On the 
SW elevation the foundation is of cinderblock. The walls are covered with white 
asbestos shingle. The windows consist of two large panes set vertically in the 
same surround. The surrounds are plain board with pedimented and jigsawn window 
heads. On the facade the attic story contains German siding set at an angle in 
a chevron pattern, with a single-paned window with a pedimented and jigsawn 
head and plainboard surrounds. 

The roof is covered wth diamond-shaped asphalt shingles. At the SE gable 
end is an octagonal bell tower, with louvers in each face and a pointed roof. 

The addition on the rear (NW) elevation rests on a cinderblock foundation 
and is covered with asbestos shingle. Its NE elevation contains a door. The 
other elevations have a single one over one sash window each. An exterior 
brick stove chimney is attached NE of center on the NW elevation. The roof 
is covered in diamond-shaped asphalt shingles. 

The vestibule on the facade is also covered with white asbestos shingle 
and roofed in diamond-shaped asphalt shingle. The attic of its gable end 
contains a repeat of the chevron pattern in German siding seen above it in 
the main block. Below are double doors below a small hood. 

The interior of the church is Wlknown. 

Northwest of the church are two small shed-roofed privies covered in 
brick-patterned asphalt roll siding. 

Southeast across the road is a small cemetery. The oldest grave is dated 
1903. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This small church exhibits many features of smaller houses of 
worship built in Garrett County during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. The decorative use of German siding on the facade is 
reminiscent of that of the Selbysport Methodist Church (G-II-A-160). 
The pastor of this church as of October 1980 was Berlin E. Wilhelm. 
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