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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Pleasant Valley Recreation Center 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rt. 495, W. side, approx. l~ miles S. of intersection with Rock Lodge Rd. 
CITY. TOWN 

Bittinger 
STATE 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT K..PUBLIC 

XBUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

...X. VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_MccUPIED 

-UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ...XYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME State of Maryland/University of Maryland 
STREET & NUMBER 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Garrett County 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL -x,PA;"iK 

XEDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 853-1683 

Office of University Planning, University of Marylanrl 
CITY. TOWN 

Co 11 ege Park, MD _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY oF DErns.ETc. Garrett County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Oakland, MD 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE1 Zl.p code 
20 42 

STATE 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN 

-FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -.LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

)LGooD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

G-III-C-104 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

--*'NALTERED ,X.ORIGINAL SITE 

-ALTERED _MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Between 1936 and 1938, the Work Projects Administration constructed 
twenty-four buildings on this Pleasant Valley tract near Cunningham Lake. 
Most of these structures are seasonal facilities, in use as campsites from 
the last week in April to the first of October every year. In conjuction 
with this building project, the WPA constructed in addition, a dam and 
roadway. 

The state 4-H organization uses these buildings which are situated on 
a 1,200-acre tract owned by the University of Maryland. 

The cabins are frame-constructed; the lumber employed is local chestnut. 
They are sheathed in lap-siding, ~nd painted with dark brown creosote finish. 
According to the caretaker, they remain in good, serviceable condition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC ---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-1400-1499 ---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 ---AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 JRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 ---ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

-1800-1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHI LOSO PHY _TRANSPORTATION 

....X1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1936-38 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Work Projects Administration 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

These twenty-four camp buildings, constructed by Franklin Roosev~lt's 
Work Projects Administration, represent an important development architecturally 
as standardized camp architecture and socially, as the durable product of an 
organized labor effort resulting from a specific social program. 

{Further work and photographic documentation will b: done on these 
WPA-constructed builnings during the course of the upcoming Garrett County 
survey.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Oral interviews with Jim Arnold (State 4-H organization); 
and Robert Smith (Caretaker of the Pleasant Valley Recreation Center); 
January 1980. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Ellen Coxe, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis. MD 21401 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

January 1980 
TELEPHONE 

269-2438 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· noa 
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l~VENlORY rOf!:.~. rOR ST.t..TE HISlORIC SITES SURVEY 

Pli:e:sa;i~ \'alley F.?cr<=ation :erter 

L-~= LOCA 1'1 G~ -

---------==:....\'•C t.!TY O.:...F ---------------------
STl.l'E 

l["CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_o•Sl RICT 

:Y BUILOING!Sl 

_ST RUCTURE 

_ SITE 

_OC.JECl 

OWl\EF. !;HIP 

>;_ Pl.BllC 

_PIH\'AlE 

_&OlH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_II\ PROClSS 

_8£1'-G co··s OlREO 

(.£0\\'NER OF PROPERTY 

STATUS 

XoccuPIEO 

_u .. oc.cur1<0 
_\,01\K '" FRO...,IHSS 

ACCESSIBLE 

....XYES RESTRICTED 

_YE S U"RlSiq1(.l£D 

NO 

CO..;"n 
Corrett County 

PRESENT USE 

_ .:..;:,FotCULlURE _Mt.:SEUM 

co::.:.•H•CIA.l AFA1K 

X OUC.1.110"-Al _FR VAll RlSt:::l[t<CE 

_ [!'1.ili'.V .. '•l.'i:Nl _ilfllGIOUS 

_GO\'t RI>'!! Nl _SCll "11FIC 

_11>01..;SlRIAl 

- '-'.ILl1 ARY 

_ "F.<.t.SPOF<1All01\ 

_OTHE R 

ll>AME 

State of Maryl and/U_n_i_v_e_r_s_i _ty_ o_f_ M_._a_r_y_l_a_n_d __ Telephone ¥_: __ 85_3_-_3_6_83 
ST RE£1 g. t;UMBER 

Office of University Planning, University of l·~aryland 
--------------------- - ----- s1.-.n

1 
zip code 

20 42 
on. TOWN 

College Park, MD _ VICINITY OF 

(RLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
IHGtS1RY or DHO~E'TC Garrett County Courthouse 
STREET loo NUM8£R 

CJTY. TOWN 

Oakland. MD 

(2: REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

Liber : : 
Folio ~: 

SlATE 

_FEDERAL --51ATE _COUhTY -LOCAL 
~~~D~t7Po=s~1r=o~~~Y~r7o~R~----~-~~-~----~-----

su111.c:v RECORDS r 
CITY. lOWN ST A.TE 
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Se-t\.Ecn i936 c ..... d 1932, :.-::- ::ud: r'ro.:ects ,t.d-inistra:::>n constructed 
t~.enty-four buiid~rg~ ~;. ~r.is i::1e::-s::nt Valley tract near C1.;nningham LcY.e . 
~ost of !~~se structu re~ ~·~ ~~~~ ~a- :rci~ities, in us~ ~s :c: ~:s~:es ~·o~ 
the icst l.f!:>) in .'..pnl rn ...... e ;1,.st of (icL.obcr c\'ery yscr. 1n con~uc.:;:m 
~it~ t nis t_i1dins ~1o~~~t. ~ ~ .:~~ t cns:;ucted in addi: ~ :~. a~~~ ~1~ 
rc.ac 1· ay . 

The state ll-H ors21.i:::~ior vses these buildings \\'hich are situated on 
a 1,:::L.C-ac1e tract o .. 11ed ty ::1,c: ~:.i\~1sity of j:aryland. 

7he cotirs a.-e fra11;:-cc ... sLrllc .. cd; 4;..~= l.,..,,!:;er e1;:>lO}eC is local ches.r.ut. 
They c:re sheathed in lap-siC:ing , ~nd pair.~ed with dark brown crpcs0te finish . 
According to the caretaker, th~y r~rnain in good , serviceable condition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-lE:>:l !.~S 

- ! 'it•:> p ~9 

- e:-:> n.:.s 
....l ~:>(). 

ABE:t S OF' StG~;IFICA.NCE •· CH:'CY. ;,.1;0 JUSlltY :?.HO\\' 
~c.;Ct;EtJ 1 u-.;, r;-.r~~iC;;uc 

__.:.~c ... :o C.~l,.. S1C~•C 
_J.GnlCUl!URE 

J.:_;;!:H lfC.l.i'IE 

_.:.RT 

_COl.''.'ERCE 

_co·.' ~.' u~·c .:. ~ ro·~s 

_ cc:.st ". 1..110" 

_FCO'•O'.' ICS 

_Eouc.:.·raot. 
_!•,c;1i.HF: NG 

_r,.01c;;.:.11or. senur.•ENi 

-• ·.:>~!;lPY 

_, .,.Et.~ :>h 

_ p .. 1;osc.:..Pr .:..~:r111 cc11.:".t 
_t,;.V\ 

_LI [F.t..lvRE 

_1,•1Ui"RY 

_1.•us1c 

_P1·moscrHY 

_=: . : ... ·. 
-~~l !'• Cl: 

_1c1 '·'' · :;·:..- :!! • 

SPEC:FIC ~AH S 1935-38 au1LDER'.t..RCHl1fCT \fork Projects Administration 

These t\':enty-four carrp buildings, constructed by f re:.;-ikl i n Roose\elt ' s 
Lork ?rejects !.drr.inistration, represent an important deve l opr..ent architectu1-all y 
as standardi zed camp architecture and soci ally, as the durable product of an 
organized labor effort resulting from a specific soci al program. 

(Further work and photographic documentation will be done on these 
!·!PA-constructed buil cii ngs during the course of the upcoming r.arrett County 
survey.) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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co:, r·n:u=: o~ s:::?.:...?_:._T=.: s -~~ ~'I r:: ~~.:.:c..::. ~~RY ___ _ ------·· - :.:_ _____________ _ 
-:= · . :-:: := ·. : ·.· · ... =.-:: :-;-.:. ~n 

-
usf AUS1Al FS t-ND cour.:ms FOn f'ROPER11ES OVERLAP?ING SlATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

S1ATE COU NTY 

r STATE 
-------------------

COi.i NTI 

{EFORM PREPARED BY 
".I.ME / llTLE 

Ellen Coxe, Historic S~it~e~s::........:S~u~r~v~e~y~o~r ______________ ---:-----~-----~ 
OFGi!.I• :?.AllOh DATE 

l·~a ryl and Historical Trust 
SlREEl r. NU t.'6ER 

January l 98lol...-----------
1uc P1-10NE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 269-243 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annaoolis. MD 21401 

The .t-~aryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature , to be found in the 
J...nnotated Code of :0;aryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Suppleme nt. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights . 

RETURN TO : Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House , 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PJ• 1 .01 
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The follOi;in~ 1:-uilcings or properties \·,hich c.re part of the l·~arylc:nd 

Agricultural Ex~eri ffien t Station , have b en judged historically and archi-

tecturally si9nifice:nt and as such , have bE-er. ::cded to the l'aryland 

jm•c-ntory of r.istoric Sites : 

1) C!".::rry Hill Plcnt ?.esearch Fa1-m 
?~ QO c:...erry H111 Road 
Siher Spring, t·~aryland 20904 

. 
2) Otten Eorse Farm 

Route 175, ~aterloo. Road 
Ellicott Ci~y, r:.aryland 21043 

3) Pleasant Valley Recreation Center 
Cunningham Lake 
Garrett County. Maryl a:id . . . 

Regarding the Cherry Hi ll complex , if the University decides to sell 

the property , the Trust recommends locating a buyer who will adaptively 

reuse these WPA-constructed buildings under provisions of a protective 

preservation easemen t. 

The Otten farmhouse should be ma intained in tis present context 

within the University Experimental Farm system. 

The Pleasant Valley 4-H complex in Garrett County should continue 

i n i ts present situation of seasonal usage . 

A comprehensive archeological survey should be initiated irrrnediately 

-to comply with the 1978 Board of Public \.Jerks Pol icy Statement. Area s 

_ that r equire particul ar attention j n below-ground investigation include: 

the Clarksville Central Farm facility; the Sharpsburg tract ; and the 

University of Maryland campus in Bal timore County where ma ny nineteenth 

century and one l ate eighteenth century stone farmhouses have disappeared 

since the early l960 ' s-
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