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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ~ STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE () 

~ COUNTY: 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM ~· FOR NPS USE ONLY 

c:::· ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 
[ii NAME :·: .·:.·.· .. .. 

COMMON: 

l'T'ho T.l"'l<"J" t:l ·h' 
AND/QR HISTO~IC: 

Our Father's House 
12. LOCATtON 

s·TREET AND NUMBER: 

Md Rte #135 (north side, east of Altamont, foot of Backbone Mtr:) 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Altamont-Wilson 
STATE I CODE I COUNTY: 1 CODE 

Maryland I l Garrett r 
13. CLASSfFICATION 

V"I 
CATEGORY 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

OWNFRSHIP 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

z 
0 

District D Building [X\ Public 0 Public Acquisition: Occupied ~ Yes: 

Site D Structure D Private ~ In Process D Unoccupied D Restricted 0 

I-
Both n Being Considered ~ 

Preservation work Unrestricted [Jt ~. 

Object D in progress 0 No: D 
,-- _u PRESENT USE (Check One or Afore as Appropriate) 

_"") Agricu lturol D Government LJ Park D Transportation D Comments 0 
D::: Commercial D Industrial D Private Residence D Other (Specify) D 
I- Educational D Military D ReU.gious ~ 

V"I 
Entertainment D Museum D Scientific D 

z 14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS NAME: -

St. John's Parish (Di ,...., f' M~ Y'V 1 ~ n rl ~ 
w STR-EET AND NUMBER: 

. 
w Md Rte #135 
V"I Cl TY OR TOWN' I STATE: I CODE UI 

-l 

Deer Park ;.~~ ~· I !:!nr'I I )> 

-l 

Is. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
. IT! - . 

COURTHOUSE., REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
\STATE I CODE I n 

0 

I c 
z 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 ..L 
-l 
-< 

16. REPREScN!ATION JN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal n State D County LJ Local 0 IT! 
z 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: -l .,, 
ll 
-< 0 

;o 
z z 

STREET AND NUMBER: c 
~ ;:: 

ID c IT! 
ll "' CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE: I CODE ~ 1-- m 

I 0 
0 
z 

)> r 
-l -< 
IT! 



";\; 
· v R. F1t::1 ,... ~ 

11' Oe$CR1PTION 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

Excellent D Good Da Fair 0 Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed D 
(Check One) 

Altered 0 Unaltered !X1 I 
(Check One) 

Moved D Original Site QC 
INTEGRITY 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Our Father's House is a small church constructed of 
round, dark logs [creosoted ?] with concrete chinking. 
It is raised above the ground on a simple vertical log 

base, approximately 2 feet high (the tower has stone suppor~s.) 
Basically a simple rectangular nave of 1 storey, the church 

has a small chancel at the 'east' end. There is also a 

square log tower at the 'south-east' corner of the nave. 

"This is topped by a simple peaked roof and a wood cross. 

There is an inscribed cross over the 'west' door. The 

entrance is reached by four wooden steps and there is a 

simple projected roof forming an entrance porch. 
The interior decoration is minimal -- a few religious 

pictures on the wall -- plus simple pews. 
The roof is covered with modern shingling of the 

asphalt type. 
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(Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian O 16th Century O 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATE(Sl (It Applicable and Known) ro!l"l"lV 
- w 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education D 
Prehistoric D Engineering D 
Historic D Industry D 

Agri cu I tu re D Invention D 
Art D Lands cape 

Commerce D Architecture D 
Communications D Literature D 
Conservation D Military D 

Music D 

18th Century 0 
19th Century OCJ 

?()+_h r. ?l -
Political D 
Religion/Phi-

losophy El 
Science D 
Sculpture D 
Social/Human-

itarian D 
Theater D 
Transportation D 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

C:,-t V-l?-00 ~ 

20th Century lKJ 

Urban Planning D 
Other (Specify) D 

A r:cbj tect1Jre 

This small chapel is a log version of the mid-19th century 

Episcopal country parish church. Although simple in the ex

treme, there is insistence on a definitely articulated chancel 

at the east end; there is also a modifcation of the west 

entrance porch and, most interestingly, a log version of the 

square 'parish Perpendicular' tower. This type is common 

enough in stone and in wood, for example Upjohn's board and 

batten churches (Crownsville and West River, both in Anne 

Arundel County), but this must be a rare example of the 

type in log cabin construction. 
The church has an attractive setting and was probably 

built to minister to the summer visitors to the area around 

Deer Park. 

Rep~edly, "one of the last log churches in the eastern 

U.S. still in use. Built at a cost of $50.00." [postcard] 
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9. MAJOR BtBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES • .. • u .. t..l,I _,., ~• 

Rev. Thomas P. Staup, Vicar 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -
--
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT DF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THA;N C?N~ ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 1-ATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds De9rees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 

-. 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 9 . 0 . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUN Tl ES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

{Jl. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: 

William Morgan 
ORGANIZATION 

IDATE 

Department of Art Hi~trirv .1,, ..... ,... 1 1 a 711 
STREET AND NUMBER: 7 -

Universitv rif' nQ 1 !l~Af!:I ,...Q ' 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Newark n .... 1 -
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCAitON 

... 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICA.TfON ·.· 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procech.ires set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State D Local D 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date Date 
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OUR FATHER'S HOUSE • !Th• Lo9 Churc:h) 
A mission of tho Episcopol Church, located on Roule 
135, at the bottom of Backbone Mountain In Garrett 
County, Md. One of the last 109 churches In the 
ullern U. S. stHI in use. Built at • cost of $50.00. 
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Ektotbrome by Ruth-vmr. W. Morrow, Jt., fer 
En9lond1t"1 'horm.cy, Oakland, Md. 
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