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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Potomac State Forest is located in southeastern Garrett County. It 
contains 12,400 acres of land in scattered tracts on Backbone Mountain 
along the Potomac River. The area consist of rugged forest land under
lain with deposits of coal. 

< 
Prior to its becoming a state forest this land was prime logging terri
tory and also helped to support several nearby coal mining communities 
such as Kempton, Shallmar and Vindex. Today there are extensive strip 
mining operations on property adjacent to the state forest land. The ( 
State began to acquire this forest in 1931. In the mid-1930s it was the • 
location of the Civilian Conservation Corps activity. 

'llie only structures included in the state forest property of which the 
staff is aware, is the superintendent's residence built by the CCC. The 
pavilion was rebuilt in 1976. Other structures are modern and include 
service buildings and garages. A wooden walkway was built in 1977 with 
CETA labor. 

The CCC vintage house is a one-and-a-half story, five-bay building 
resting on low coursed stone foundations. It is constructed of stacked 
logs without the use of chinking or daubing. The logs are cut flat on 

_the top, bottom and inside surfaces. The exterior surfaces are stripped 
Jf their bark and formed in a peaked curve. At the corners alternate 
courses of logs overlap, extending beyond the surface of the building. 
A projecting bay forms a wall dormer with a gabled roof. The chimney 
is of coursed stone construction with corbeling at its top. Part of 
the front elevation is recessed beneath a shed roofed porch. The 
porch has a baiustrade of upright logs. 

The structures appear to be in excellent condition. 
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The structures on the Potomac State Forest land reflect the pervasive 
form of CCC construction. This is an important form of log building 
developed during the CCC period. The CCC construction does not repre
sent a traditional form of log building. 

The Potomac State Forest is also associated with the 19th century lumber 
industry which was a mainstay of the economy of Garrett County. The 
importance of the coal industry also affected the Potomac State Forest. 

~ccording to literature distributed by DNR, during the late 19~h century, 
reckless logging methods and frequent forest fires had threatened the 
lumber industry and the local economy. The State began its acquisition 
program in 1931 to protect the natural resources and to stabilize the 
economy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Potomac State Forest and adjoining Garrett State Forest cover a vast 
number of acres of rugged mountain land in Garrett County. Historical 
data that has been gathered about this state forest reveals that it was 
significant in the logging and coal industries during the late-19th 
and early-20th centuries. 

It is recommended that these activities be incorpor."tted into historical 
information published by DNR. Potomac State Forest has already included 
historical background in its literature, describing how DNR acquired the 
land and how the state forest was established. An effort might be made 
to develop explanations and interpretations of the logging, minimg and 
Civilian Conservation Corps activities and remaining structures and sites 
for hikers and campers. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be fou.pd ~n the 
Annotated c-0de of Maryland, Article 41, Section il81 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Deer Park, MD. 
USGS 7.5 minute series 
Scale - 1 :24000 

· 1948; photorevised 1974 

Site #~: G-IV-B-020, G-IV-B-021, G-IV-B-022 
House, walled spring, picnic shelter 
West side, Potomac Camp Road, approx. 
~7 mi. north of its intersection with 
Combination Road, Potomac State Forest 
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