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The deteriorated condition of this cottage of the 
Deer Park Hotel is particularly unfortunate as this is 
the least altered of the row of five large cottages 
lining Deer Park Hotel Road. Despite its rather shabby 
appearance at present, this cottage still retains almost 
all of its Queen Anne decorative features, and its un
painted shingles give this Shingle Style house somewhat 
its original color and texture. [For a more complete 

description see G-29, its identical neighbor.] 
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architecture 

More so than either of its identical neighbors, G-29 

and G-1 (Cleveland Cottage), this cottage is closer to its 
original state as a fine example of the Shingle Style. 

Occupying the central position in the row of five cottages, 

this cottage should definitely be preserved, as its loss 

would break the continuity of this fine collection of 

late 19th century watering place architecture. 
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and Cultural Publications. 
Architectural overview of Garrett County 

Length have tetrastyle Roman Ionic porticos in 
front of the second and third floors. The second
story windows are trinmed with Renaissance-style 
entablatures and heavy pediments supported on 
scrol L brackets. The courthouse is undoubtedly 
the Largest and best ex~Le of the Classical 
Revival in Garrett County. 

Very different from the styles that 
preceded it is the Bl..llQalow style, popular during 
the Late 1910s and throughout the 1920s. The 
style moved east from its origins in California, 
where it had drawn its inspiration from the houses 
desig~0by Frank Lloyd Wright and Bernard 
Maybeck. Whereas houses from the Victorian era 
were tall, vertical masses with high-peaked gables 
and decorative woodwork, Bl..l'IQalow-style houses 
were predaninantly horizontal and visually unified 
beneath Low-pitched roofs with wide overhanging 
eaves. These houses were usually built in a 
coobination of materials, coomonly brick and wood, 
and often featured tall, narrow windows and 
square, tapered posts supporting the front porch. 

Exarrples of the Bl..llQalow style are Legion 
in Garrett County, although they are more often 
found in small towns than in isolated rural areas. 
Sane of the best exarrples are fOU'ld in Kitzmiller, 
along East Main Street in Grantsvi l Le, in 
Friendsville where a few incorporate Spanish
Colonial features, and in Swanton, Loch Lynn, and 
Oakland. 

The Burch House (G-IV-B-002) in Loch Lynn 
is a one-story frame house with accentuated 
horizontal features, low-pitched roofs with large 
overhanging eaves, and windows that taper at the 
top. It is COIJllletely covered with wood shingles. 
An equally COIJlllex disposition of roofs is seen on 
the house at 142 North Second Street (G-VI-A-017) 
in Oakland. Several other exarrples of the 
Bungalow style may be fOU'ld in Oakland on Second 
Street, as wel L as on North Fourth Street and 
South Third Street. 

RESORT ARCHITECTIJU: IN GARRETT a1JllTY 

Blessed with natural beauty and a 
healthful climate, in 1850 the Garrett County area 
known as "the Glades" lacked only dependable 
transportation and the necessary capital for 
developnent as a premier resort. Both needs were 
met by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Under the 
Leadership of its far-sighted president, John W. 
Garrett, the B&o spent the next fifty years 
exploiting the scenic appeal of southern Garrett 
County. Garrett had advocated the bui Lding ~r 
resort hotels in Oakland as early as 1860, 
wisely predicting the increase in prestige and 
profits that would accrue to the railroad from 
resorts it exclusively owned and operated. He 
also realized such resorts 111.Jst appeal to the 
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Gilded Age Leisure class who had made a success 
of similar hotels elsewhere in the country. 

The Deer Park and Oakl~~ hotels, built in 
1873 and 1876 respectively, represented the 
fruition of Garrett's vision. Situated within 
easy access of the s&o•s new railroad stations, 
both resorts benefitted from fast and frequent 
train service. The hotels themselves, designed by 
the s&o•s favorff architectural firm of Baldwin 
and Pennington, provided the utmost in luxury 
l.nder the il l us ion of a rustic mountain retreat. 
The Deer Park Hotel, laid out on a carefully 
landscaped property several miles east of Oakland, 
was particularly successful in coobining the 
amenities normally fcx.r.d at fashionable 
metropolitan hotels with such "country" activities 
as swinming and tennis. The hotel, which was 
expanded several times during the next twenty 
years, was built in a version of the Swiss Alpine 
style with spacious verandas and m.merous 
decorative towers and cupolas. 

Shortly after one of the most extensive 
additions at Deer Park had been COIJllleted in 1882, 
a travel guide described the hotel as follows: 

The main bui Lding at Deer Park has 
by the recent improvements been 
enlarged and the dining room 
increased to double its former 
capacity. Flanking either side of 
the hotel are the new annexes--the 
architecture of the Queen Anne 
order--and their exterior adding 
greatly to the ornamental 
attractiveness of the place. They 
are comected by light and 
graceful passage-ways covered 
overhead, and so arranged so as to 
be closed on all sides in 
inclement weather. In the west 
annex is a ball-room--one of the 
most spacious and best arranged

3
zo 

be found at any sllllller resort. 

The principal attractions of these hotels 
were the surrounding natural scenery and exclusive 
clientele, features the B~5tirelessly promoted 
for the next forty years. A succession of 
wealthy visitors, among them several U.S. 
presidents, came to both Oakland and Deer Park. 
Many visitors bui Lt Large and expensive surmer 
houses of their own near the hotels. A nutber of 
these, including those built for the president and 
vice-president of the B&o, were aL5.f

6 
designed by 

the firm of Baldwin and Pennington. 

Despite their air of pseudo-rusticity and 
the fact that they were invariably referred to as 
"cottages," the houses at Deer Park were typical 
of those found at fashionable upper-class surmer 
retreats elsewhere in the United States; their 
owners would hardly have demanded less. Following 
the tone set by the railroad hotels, the scale of 
these houses was often impressive- -many towered 

------------------------·-···---------------------



-

138 

three stories over high stone fot.Wldations. At the 
same time, the designers exhibited a keen 
awareness of the natural surroundings; buildings 
were invariably of frame construction with large 
open verandas and bay windows and were sited to 
take advantage of existing trees and other natural 
features. 

The majority of these houses, built in the 
Queen Anne or Shingle styles, exhibit the 
asynmetrical plan and highly textured exterior so 
beloved of designers from this period. Typical of 
the style and sophistication that marked many of 
the houses in Deer Park is the Pennington Cottage 
CG· IV-B-006), buil!for and owned by the architect 
Josias Pennington. Standing three-stories tall 
over a stone fot.Wldation, the house has a varied 
skyline, with numerous chinneys and varied roof 
shapes. Nevertheless the deliberate massing of 
elements forms a unified whole, an effect 
heightened by the extensive shingling of the 
exterior and the deep wraparound porch extending 
nearly halfway around the house. A particularly 
noteworthy feature of the facade is the Pallaclian 
window design on the attic story. Remarkably 
similar in appearance was the gad:>rel-roofed, 
Shingle-style lord Cottage (G-IV-B-035) which once 
stood next door to the Pennington Cottage. 

Although covered with modern asphalt 
siding, the Cleveland Cottage CG·IV·B-005) is 
another e~le of the large houses the B&O built 
near the Deer Park Hote L. It received 
considerable national attention when it was used 
by President Grover Cleveland and his wife, the 
former Frances Folsm, on their honeymoon at Deer 
Park in 1886. At that time, descriptions of the 
cottage were printed in several newspapers. One 
of these, written for the Mew York Times, 
described the house as follows: 

The cottage is two-and-a-half· 
stories high, and is constructed 
in a style reseri:>l ing the Queen 
Anne as auch as anything. It is 
of wood and is painted grey, with 
dark red shutters. The roof can 
be seen through the trees from the 
ra i L road station, a L though another 
cottage intervenes. There is 
nothing pretentious or extra
ordinary about its appearance. 
There are seven rooms in the two 
storie~ and servants• quarters 
above. 

The four other "cottages" surviving in 
Deer Park are almost as imaginative in appearance 
and are generally unaltered. One of these is a 
large, almost barnlike Cottage CG-IV-B-037) set on 
an unusually high fot.Wldation. It has numerous 
projections, including an oriel window on one 
facade. The second story is covered with fish
scale shingles; other decorative features include 
stained-glass window panes on the second story, a 
rising sun motif on the front gable, and half-
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timbering on two facades. Very similar in 
appearance is the three-story Cottage CG· IV-B-029> 
across the road. Nearby, a Cottage (G·JV-8-0365 
with a projecting polygonal bay and second-story 
porch is visually unified by the flaring eaves of 
the gable roof. 

Al thoug~ the cottages in Deer Park vary to 
a certain degree, i8'X>rtant cannon characteristics 
set the group apart fraa houses found in other 
southern Garrett County resorts. Most notable is 
the Large and imposing scale on which these houses 
were built; it is difficult to believe, for 
example, that the Cleveland Cottage contains only 
seven rooms. This scale, combined with the 
settings in high, isolated locations, gives each 
cottage an exclusive and self-contained 
appearance--not so surprising, given the social 
rank of the visitors who came to Deer Park. 
Despite the studied informality of these houses 
and the rural setting, there was little relaxation 
of social barriers in Deer Park society. The 
design of these cottages reflected this desire for 
exclusivity. 

Similar in purpose, if not always in 
appearance, are the n.Jllerous sUllller houses that 
survive throughout the glades area of the county. 
Although not associated with either the B&o or its 
architects, these Late-nineteenth-century houses 
owe a certain debt to the architecture of the 
railroad resorts. Built of frame, these houses 
exhibit many of the- same features found in the 
cottages at Deer Park, including the wide and deep 
verandas, asynmetrical free-flowing room plans, 
and decorative gables. 

Corl.IY\S CG-V-A-173), built in the 3F,s 
for State Senator Williaa McCullough Brown, is 
a significant example of the Shingle- and eueen 
Anne-style •cottage" in Garrett County. It is a 
two-and-a-half-story, gable-front house with a 
steeply pitched roof that extends to the first
f loor level on the east side. A particularly 
noteworthy feature of Conrna was the paint scheme 
of the exterior which once included brick red, 
yet low-, slate blue, and pale green. These colors 
l.ndoubtedly accentuated the varied materials and 
architectural elements of the exterior. 

Glamorgan CG-IV-B-010), built in 1888, is 
an interesting example of Shingle style and board
and-batten construction; the latter method was 
once considered particularly appropriate for 
country houses and SU1111er retreats. Decorative 
features of Glamorgan include a narrow two-story 
circular tower with conical roof, windows with 
upper sash of stained glass, fish-scale shingles 
accenting the gables, and decorative brackets and 
exposed-rafter ends. 

Other notable slJTlller houses in the 
Oakland-Deer Park area include Monte Vista CG-IV
C-072), the Chapin Mansion CG-IV-B-173), and 
Cornish Manor CG-IV-A-108). Cornish Manor 
actually predates the B&O resorts and was designed 
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Deer Park, MD 
USGS 7.5 minute series 
Scale - 1:24,000 
1948; photorevised 1974 

·, :, -,,~=- '>''.:•- ~-. / -

Site #: G-IV-B-029 
Cottage of the Deer Park Hotel 
Deer Park Hotel Road N side, 
just W of G-IV-B-036: 
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