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Private ca.1875 

The Altamont Survey District is a group of four buildings located 
on a road which leads W from MD Rt. 38. The district stands on and 
around an embankment which overlooks the Altamont Interlocking Tower 
(G-IV-B-118) and marks the western end of the Altamont 17-Mile Railroad 
Grade (G-IV-B-175). Altamont is a small village associated with the B & 0 
Railroad from its establishment around the mid-nineteenth century. Its 
residents were primarily railroad workers. 
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The Altamont Survey District is a group of four buildi~slocated 
on a road which leads W from MD Rt. 38, just S of the Rt. 38 bridge over 
the B & 0 Railroad line. The district stands on and around an embankment 
which overlooks the Altamont Interlocking Tower (G-IV-B-118) and marks 
the western end of the Altamont 17-Mile Railroad Grade(G-IV-B-175). Three 
of the buildings stand near the top of th embankment; the fourth, the B & 0 
foremans house, stands to the NW of the others in a hollow. 

The district includes three small frame dwellings and a larger foreman's 
dwelling. The three smaller dwellings are best exemplified by the Shanks 
House, which has retained more of its original configuration. 

The Shanks House is a two-story, gable-roofed~dwelling with a three-bay 
center-door facade which points NE. Its first floor is covered with a 
hipped-roofed, enclosed sunporch. The house rests on a coursed stone 
foundation and is covered with asbestos shingles and alumninum siding. The 
windows are two over two and one over one sash. Some have been altered. The 
roof is covered with tar paper and the main block has a single interior brick 
stove chimney. A one-story, gable-roofed addition abuts the SW elevation. 

The Jesse Woods House, to the SE, closely resembles the Shanks House, 
but has had different siding and modern windows installed, and the 
configuration of the additions is not the same. The King-Davis House is 
a one-story dwelling on its facade and reveals a full basement story on its 
SW (rear) elevation. 

The B & 0 House is a large, two-story, gable-roofed dwelling, with a 
three-bay, center-door facade,and a one-story, shed-roofed facade porch. 
The facade faces NE. The house's cinderblock foundation is modern as is its 
asbestos shingle siding. The windows are one over one sash and the roof 
is covered with asphalt shingles. The house has two brick stove chimneys, one 
on the SE gable end and one at the SE end of the SW elevation. A one story, 
hipped-roof addition abuts the SW elevation. 
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Altamont is a small village associated with the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad from its establishment around the mid-nineteenth century. Its 
residents were primarily railroad workers, either those who travelled with 
the trains or those who worked at the Altamont Station or the interlocking 
tower. In addition to the station, there were at one time several more 
houses; two stores and a saloon stood across the tracks from the present 
district (Shanks interview). All of these buildings have been demolished. 
The remaining dwellings are all privately owned. 
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