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Mount Zion School 
Swanton 
Private 

c.1910 
expanded 1949 

Mount Zion School is a frame, one story, gable-roofed building on a 
poured concrete foundation. Its basic configuration is a rectangular plan 
with a gabled vestibule at its southwest endwall. The building has been 
remodeled to function as a private residence rather than as a school, so 
several alterations have been made. On the exterior this has primarily 
resulted in a change of fenestration. The interior of the building has 
been completely remodeled • 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST G-IV-C-048 

MAGI #1208255702 
ML 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Mount Zion School 
ANO/OR COMMON 

William C. Harvey House 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

~-~· Zjon Rd - 1.2 miles SE of MD Route 135 
C.1Y.TOWN 

Swanton 1£ VICINITY OF 

STATE Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC lfoccUPIEO 

XBUILOING(S) XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

K.No 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

William C. Harvey 
~TREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF ::>EEDS. ETC Garrett County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Third and Alder Streets 
CITY. TOWN 

Oakland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
6th 

COUNTY 
Garrett County 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER· 

Telephone #: 

STATE I Zl.p code 

Liber #: 237 
Folio #: 88 

STATE 

Maryland 21550 

_FEDERAL ---STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



I.I DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

.XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mount Zion School is located on the north side of Mount Zion Road approximately 
1.2 miles southeast of Maryland Route 135. The facade of the building faces the 
road, pointing southwest. 

The school is a frame, one story, gable-roofed building on a poured concrete 
foundation. Its basic configuration is a rectangular plan with a gabled vestibule 
at its southwest endwall. 

The building has been remodeled to function as a private residence rather 
than as a school, so several alterations have been made. On the exterior this 
has primarily resulted in a change of fenestration. The southeast elevation was 
originally lit by two groupings of six, four over four sash units. One entire 
grouping of windows has been boarded over and two modern two over two sash have 

b_een_installed in that space. The other grouping has had two of its windows 
boarded over. Five, two-pane casement windows light the northwest elevation, but 
two of these have been boarded over and have had two over two sash installed 
below them. The exterior walls of the school have been covered with brick patterned 
asphalt siding. 

The roof is covered with asphalt and has a box cornice with a plain board 
frieze. Two exterior brick flues are located at the middle of the northwest 
wall. 

The interior of the building has been completely remodeled. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

~1900-

---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW ---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

---AGRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
---ART 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES c.1910 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

AEOUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION;SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Mt. Zion School is typical of the small rural schools in 
Garrett County • This C. 1910 school house was moved to the 
present site in 1929 and expanded in 1949 to accomodate a growing 
number of pupils. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

DATE 

March 1981 
TELEPHONE 

(301) 269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{ 301) 267-14 38 

PS· 1101 
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THE GLADES STAR 7 

The Mt. Zion School 

IJy HAROLD GARRETT and FRANCIS H. TURNER 

\ I• Zii•11 i::< Oii•· of lli.- ' ltl~·st church and ,,t·hnol cummunitit s 111 

"l, t:y thi.- i:< m1•a11t tlw continuou!' ~<>c• of lhis spot for rwig'hborhood 
• ·111 ::• . r1tri.,.tia11 wor,..hip and ,.chool pu1·po~cs. The time of ib e,.tnblish
• • w,1- duri11g the fou1 ~·cat minisu-y o;· Bi,.hop Asbury of the ;\lcthodist 

• • 1 n 111 the mountains of \\ t::-lern Maryland and \\'est Viqd11i11, 1781-84.. 

1 n I'• rordi< dati1tl!' liiwk lo I 188 we fin1l lh!! names of llo11i11 Paugh, 
• u1 f'uuich. William Paui::h, .lo!<cph Davis, .JanH!s Gilmore, Thoma~ Mud
. .J. hn Pricl', John Shct•ts, .John Ryan, .John Oixon, Evun Turner and 

·: .. 11•r 1 rubc .. ao:: livinJ? in tht• vit'inity of :'oil. Zron and it wa., thcst> men who 
" ' '" l• •!JOllsible for huildini.r the old log chu1d1 which was used for both 
• "lllJI and instruction. t:nftlrtunalely th!! date of cn·ction and wht•n it. was 
· • · 1-,·'1 f111· H 0 ho11l pu1 p "l'" can11ot ht' a"c:1•rtai11cd, hut thl' 1et·ords !<how 

•' ' . .\pril H, J&lli, ll\'111')' KtJ.rhl. a .-chool lt'11t0 hl·t at :llt. Zion, was mar-
• : l• • S111'ah Sha1·11less, 

li .. 1 1·y Kight not only ta111:"hl school but lw ali;o conducted t'lrn1·1·h set·
·, • •. Latt'I' he movc1l to tlw C'h!!slnut Gmve 11dghbnrhootl a11d ''"tahhshcd 
:• .. • l'l1ool und chul'ch work thc1·e. 

111 tht earl~· <lay,, of :llt. Zion, :-:chooling was not provided hy thl' state 
'; l"JUnty hut chi• peuplt of thl' <·omnrnnity cmployl.'c.I and paid thl' teacher. 
7:,. U•u;d method heinJr hy a written agrct•mcnt ~r c:o11tracl .-1~ned b~ lhe 
' "''"ii<:r and pafrons. in which the patrons g-uve lht: names of pupils to be 
'"1•l nnd ag1·eed to par the teacher appL"Oximulcly $1.00 per month for each 
l•Ut•il, and to fumish hoard and room for l hc t.cucher in proportion t.O the 

,' 



8 THE GLADES STAR 

number of children enrolled. 
After the days of Henry Kight the people s;cenerally chose some one 

living nea1· by for their teacher; among the early ones were Samuel Harvey, 
'.\1eshac Il arvey und Manasseh Harvey. 

Daniel Turner taught during the winter of 1852-53, and at the close of 
the term he went to visit his uncle in )fississippi. He served as a Confeder
ate Commissioner to Europe11n countries during the last years of the Civil 
War. While in Spain he tau1?ht Engli!'h in several private homes. R<>turning 
to America he accompani<>d Frnncis Thomas to Peru. Thomas served as 
)1inister to that country unde1· President Grant. In the fall of 1883 Turner 
returned once more to his native home for a s hort vis it. In 1884 Duniel 
Tumer in company ,~..-ith a Spanial'd and a F1·enchman took pasi<as:ce on a 
ship from New Orleans to Toulane, Fi·ance, and was never heard of after
ward. 

William \\'. Turner was employed as teacher at :llt. Zion in 1860-61. In 
rhe spring of 1861 he enlisted in the army; was 1st Sergeant in Co. I , 10th 
\V. Va. Infantry. lie died m \\·inchester, Va .. in l8G3. He was buried on the 
battlefield, but At the close of the wa1· his body w11s retum<.'d to the Turner 
cemetery at l\Tt. Zion. 

ln the fall of 1869 t he1 e was a controver>;y over who i<hould be teacher, 
\1anasseh Hnrvey or Sc<•tt Barn<1rd. Barnard wa!- tin<11ly hired but during 
the school term the ol(loi: building burned. 

School was then taught for a f ew years in a log house where J . E. 
Tasker now lives. In 1875 the :\It. Zion chul'ch was ercc:ed on the site of 
the old 1111 •ting hou::;e. 

In IH!J(i a school was e1·ectcd 11lmost directly ac1 os:; the roncl from the 
church. The first teacher in the new school was Annie F11zenbake1·. Other 
early l<'achen; wen• Lucl'elia D<>\Yitl, A. C. Hamill, Jennie Fazenbaker, Jen
nie Cu>iler and Frands Tunwr, who, in spite of hi!! n$!c. answered the call 
during the late war )'Ntri:. by rt•luming to his old profcs:'ion at )rt. Zion 
after an ah!'ence of almo>il half a century. 

In the summer of J 910 thi!< ~tructure \\'ll" cll·stroyecl by fire. hut an
other building was t-rectE>d on the same site and "te>od thel'e until l!J:!!J, \\hen 
it was moved lo the present !<ite. 

The :\H. Zion schc1ol now h<>ing mol'e eentr nlly located :md with the 
institution of bus !'ervic!.', Lhe Sh:11·pless school, which had been established 
in 190G, and the Walnut Bottom School, established in 1894, were merged 
with it. 

The task of instructin~ from IO to 50 pupil::. was a:ssigned to one teacher 
until 1!147 when lllr. and '.\Ir~. lla111ld Ganett w<'le emplo)·ed to tl•:tch in the 
same room. This condition exii<tcd until 1949 when tht• builclinir shown above 
was con!i\tructed. 

I 
LETTEP. FROM FRA~K AR'.\1- going lo luwc it bound permanently. 

STRONG, headed Haywood, Va., Feb. I prize it very highly. 
16, 1950, says: ". . . I want to get back to Oak-

" l ha,•e been very much interested land for anoLher vii;it and of course. 
in the lasl two issues of The Glades ' 
Sta'r and your announcement that :\o. hopl' to he pr<'!>ent when the marker 
36 completes Volume 1. My set is I for Will iam Armstrong's g rave 
complete and in good shape and I nm 11vc.mt\1nlly is 1 eady for dedication." 
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EDWARD H. SAYAGE 

:'upervisinsr Principal, :\orth Cnion 
T\\ p., Fayette Co .• Pa. 

Spring, Blooming Rose. He is said to 
have been a school teacher; he may 
have been one of the early teachers 
in that. neighborhood. In the census of 
1800 he is listed there as head of a 
family consisting of himself, his wife 
and four small c:hilclren. Jn 1810 the 
family tounted nine persons. In the 
county tax roll of lb01 he \\a:; as
sessed witb two hor:;es and six cattle, 

I 
but no lnnd. 

Dur ing the War of 1812 Robinson 
Savage and ~feshac:k Browning were 
sers:ccant!' of the mili tia t·ompany of 
Dis trict :\o. 2, of \\ hich Aza Beall 
was Captain. Browning dl'scribes the 
draft at Selhy's Port as follows: 

"\\ 'hen the major tame to make the 
ch·aft for the ei{!hteen prwnl<>s and 
one sers;cea nl. tickets wel'e p1·cpared. 
and clisinter<>sled pe1·sons selected to 
conduct the d1·awinJ!. Thii;, being but. 
a i::mall joh was soon over, and :\Ir. 
Savage and m~·self were required to 
draw ; wlwn he being called fir::;t drew 
his ticket, and left mine the draft ." 

THE SAVAGE FA)IILY Robinson Savai:re is said to have 
IWBl:-:SON SAVAGE, ancei;tor of been nccidentally killed while helping 

:"<! (;11nell County fa.mily, is said to to "raise" a tobacco barn in his 
~ a'·" bt.'en a native c.f ::-lcw Jer!'ey, in neighborhood. He and his wife :uary 
:g·e rounties of which Savages were w<>re doubtless buried in the old Hall 
· .1 rlr H•ttlers. Robert Savage was a gra,·eyard on Blooming Rose, where 
i 10n11nent citizen of Shrcwi<bury, their >ion Lemuel was later interred. 
..lunmouth County, N. ,}., prior to the l Sons of Robinson anci '.\lnry Savage 
P.<!volutional'y \\'ar, in which he \\ere Lemuel, Evan and .lohn R., who 
·•·n·ed ns a pl'ivate so:dicr in the 1st setllNI in the Sand ~pring nei~hbor
:\e\\ .Jer:;ey Re~iment in 1780. Robert hood, and Robinson T., who settled at 
and his wife Hannah Savnge were Sang Run. 
; robaLly members of the Quaker con
.:rc·:.:ation at Shrewsbury. 

Lemuel Savage was born October 
15, 17!13, and died December 16, 1872. 
He manicd :\la1·y Catherine Casteel. 
Hheir children we1·e: 

RoLin~ur Sm·age appenr·s to have 
rl'~idcd al Cumberland. l\laryl:ind, for 
a brief period. On January ·I, 1794, 
\\'illinm Beall deeded to Robinson Nelson, b. March 11, 18JR, m. · · · · · 
:-a\'age 55 1 ~ acres of "Silases Race" White; Nnnc.-y, b. '.\Jay l5, 1~20, m. 
:.ear lhat town for £lOG. On '.\larch Robert Savage; Ezra. b. Feb. 14. 1824. 
::1. 17!JG. Robinson and hsi wifE> deeded m. :\lariah Benson; Amelia, b. )lay 13, 
the -:ame property to Frederick Rice 1826. m. Joseph Recknor; Aza, b. Jan. 
:c.r £100. 9, Hl29, m. Eliza Glover: John W., b. 

About 1796 Robinson Savage set- Jan. 9, 1829, m. Julia Umble. 

tied in the neighborhood of Sand I EVAN SAVAGE married )1ary 
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G- IV-C-048 
Mt . Zion School 
Garrett Co . , MD 
Valerie Cesna 12/3/80 
SW gable end & NW side 
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Valerie Cesna 12/3/80 
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