
G-IV-C-049 
William Sharpless House 
Swanton 
Private 

mid-late 19th c. 

The William Sharpless House is a frame, two story, gable-roofed building on 
a coursed, roughly squared stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a T-plan 
with both facade and rear porches. The rear wing is a later addition. The facade 
is composed of three bays of synunetrically placed windows with a door between the 
two bays at the southern end. The facade porch, which covers the southern half 
of the facade, is a recent construction. A scar on the building indicates the 
past presense of a full length porch. The house rests on hewn sills and is con
structed of vertical planks with horizontal bracing. Whitewashed weatherboard 
with cornerboards covers the framing. An interior stone chimney is located on 
the ridgeline of the main block which leads to a large stone fireplace inside. 
This fireplace has been blocked and covered over in recent years, however. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The William Sharpless House is located on the west side of Mt. Zion Road 
approximately .1 mile south of Maryland Route 135 down a lane .3 mile from the 
road. The facade of the building points southwest. 

The house is a frame, two story, gable-roofed building on a coursed, 
roughly squared stone _foundation. Its basic configuration is a T-plan with 
both facade and rear porches. The rear wing is a later addition. The facade is 
composed of three bays of symmetrically placed windows with a door between the 
two bays at the southern end. The facade porch, which covers the southern half 
of the facade, is a recent construction. A scar on the building indicates the 
past presense of a full length porch. 

The house rests on hewn sills and is constructed of vertical planks with 
horizontal bracing. Whitewashed weatherboard with cornerboards covers the 
framing. 

The first floor windows of the main block have been replaced with one over 
one aluminum sash. Its second floor is lit by six over three sash, and the rear 
wing retains it two over two windows. 

The roof is covered with asphalt, has a box cornice on the main block and 
boxed rafter ends on the rear addition. An interior stone chimney is located 
on the ridgline of the main block which leads to a large stone fireplace inside. 
This fireplace has been blocked and covered over in recent years, however. There 
is also an exterior cinderblock flue on the southeast side of the rear addition. 

Cement block and stone footings support a shed porch on the northwest side 
of the rear wing. A porch on the southwest side of the wing has been removed. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

DATE 

March 1981 
TELEPHONE 

(301) 269-2438 
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Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Kitzmiller, Md. -W.Va. Quad 
U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute series 
1948, photorevised 1974 
scale 1:24000 
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site no. G-IV-C-049 
William Sharpless House 
W side of Mt. Zion Rd., 
just S of Md. Rte. 135 
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G- IV-C-049 
William Sharpless House 
Garrett Co ., MD 
Valerie Cesna 12/3/80 
Facade , SW elev . 
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G- IV-C-049 
William Sharpless House 
Garrett Co., MD 
Valerie Cesna 12/3/80 
Rear , NE & SE elevs . 





G- IV-C-049 
William Sharpless H~use 
Garrett Co. , MD 
Valerie Cesna 12/3/80 
Rear: NW & NE elevs . 
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