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Hitchcock Tunnel 
Swanton 
Private 1869 

The Hitchcock Tunnel, constructed in 1869, is a 399.2 foot long 
brick lined, double track, railroad tunnel with ornate brick portal 
facings. 

It is significant as an element of the pioneer engineering ac
complishments made by the B & 0 Railroad in the construction of the 
railroad over the Appalachian Mountains in the mid-19th century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hitchcock Tunnel, constructed in 1869, is a 399.2 foot long brick 
lined, double track, railroad tunnel situated on the steep western slope of 
Backbone Mountain, 2 miles northeast of Swanton, 

It is 30 feet wide and is built on a 4° left curve. 

Its distinguishing characteristic is the ornatetreatment of the brick 
facing at both portals. The portal arches are marked by 5 courses of brick 
and flanked by massive brick buttresses. Above each portal, marked by 
corbeled brick belt courses, is the name of the tunnel, "Hitchcock", set 
into a brick saw-toothed panel. 

Within the tunnel are gothic arched recesses for pedestrian use and 
as functional relieving arches. 

The tunnel is presently in use by the Chessie System. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
G-IV-C.. - 111 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 
_1900-

___ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

---AGRICULTURI; 

---ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1869 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

~NGINEERING 
_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

__ SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARiAN 

_THEATER 

~TRANSPORTATION 
_OTHER I SPECIFY) 

Hitchcock Tunnel, built in 1869, is significant as an element of the 
pioneer engineering accomplishments made by the B & 0 Railroad in the construction 
of the railroad over the Appalachian Mountains in the mid-19th century. 
The tunnel is part of the 17-mile grade from Piedroont, W.Va. to Altaroont, MD., 
a rise of 1,626 feet and an engineering feat in its day. 
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ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
DATE 

May 1982 
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Shaw House~ 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301} 267-1438 

PS· I IOI 



G-TuC.-~C.-11'7-

TUNNEL RECORDS 

II 
STRUCI'URB i..tlllaPeet 111 a '; REMARltB ;:it NA~OP 

=-= 
Hori. 

~~ TUNNEL LOCATION POINTS BETWEEN ALIGNMENT -" ~ ,. •• 1.a1 

I SldoW1lla l I 
] 

I 
TALUATJON EI: Wldtk . :; SECTION, ETC. (Yeor B•llt) "'" Pert.la An:li 5 : 113 .. z i: o~ I,,) i: ~ 

CUM BERLAND DIVISION I l-MD-17.J 
EMt BbNit 13. 
Portal E. Portal KEnd E.End 200' .. t w .. t End 

1887 Huper'1 Ferry ... 0.2 mile Eut of Harper'• Wenrtoa ud Martin•- 28' 0" Brick •.... Brick ..... Brick .•••• 924.7 924.7 llebuilt in forrn 
(18931 Ferry St.atioa ..••....••.. burs •.•••••.•.•...•.. Ta1111;cnt U24.5G rt ............... 2 

"'""t W. Portal W.End W.End ...... ol a n.umoat.h. 
Portal Conarete .. Concrete .. Concrete .• Vallar Branch 
64' II" 724.7 Tanr. 200' 

on 7" Curve. 

~fapolla Cut-off) 3.2 milee Weet of Orleans Martl11.1bura: ud Cum- Concrete l-WV--3U IOI Ult.on 4° OO'Curvo to Left. 2 31' O'' Concrete ... Conarote ... and l ltin& 1014.9 IOIU 2013 1nd1lph .. , .•... Road .................... berland ...•..•...•... Brick •.... ······ Sb...t !. (!UH) - ---- --
~Y.:~~~~ -~~~~-'. 5.0 mllee Weet of Orle&1111 Martillllbul'I ud Cum- Eut End 381.8 It. 2• 30' Curn Concrete l-WV--3U 2019 to lelt and 2D73.8 It. Tangent 2 31' O'' Concrete ... Concrete ... and I Rlq 381.e mu 3.15.5.C si. •• t 2. (1913-14) Road .. ., ............... , berland ...•..••••.... at WeetEnd ................. Driok •..•. 

g~:f.o~~ -~~~~!. 5.1 mllee Eut of IJttle Ca· Martlneburs ud Cam- Tangent 1602 It ..... , .......... 2 31' O'' Concrete ... Concrete ... 6 Ri~····· 
...... ""·'['"'·' 1-~rI>-40.C 2018 Bric •..•. Sheet!. (1013-14) capon ..•....••. ,; ••..••• , berland .•......•...•. 

~~h:.~~~-~~. 3.2 mllae Eut of Little Mt.rtl11.1bW'1 ud Cum- 2 • 30' Curvo to left 996.0 It. 2 31' O'' Concn!te ... Concrrte ... 5 Rine u~.u ...... 995.o I-WV-JU 2020 Cace.pon .•........•.•.... berland ...•.......... tot.al Le111tb .........•....... Brick., ... 

on.••n•.l"·' 

Sheet c. om-14) 

(Pattel"llOn Creek Ea.et End 82!.6 It. ODs• Curve a Rlnr 1-W\'--3U Cut-olfl I 0.0 mllee Eut of MoKemle Pattereon Creek and Riaht and 3339.C rt. OD Tan· 2 30' O'' Stone ...... Brick ...... 2083 Kn•b:~~Q2j" .... " I Station ..• , .......... ,.,. l'rioKemle ......•.... 1ent at Weal End ......... , .. Brick ..... Sheet 3. 

1.0 milee Weeto!Frann!lle Cumberland and Brick ...... SB~~~ 1-MD-40.3 1875 Hltchceck ..•••••. 31Kl.2 It. 4 • Curve (Lelt) ....•... 2 30' O'' Brick ...... 39U.2 ...... 3119.2 Sheet 4 . (ISGU) Station .................. Grafton ...........•. I •..•. 

EA.St End 

d I Stone 
1-WV-CU Eut End, 152 It. spiral too• IS' Stone Sheet 12. 11H9 Klnc-•d (Old) •. 0.4 mile Weet of Twlnelton Cumberland and CurYe to Ri~ht 4023.4 It. on I 10' O'' Weet End Sto~e an Brlok and • ... I!'""·'' UM.• S!de-.,·a!I• &re built 

c1m-~2) StaUoa .................. Oralton ........•.... Tan~ent, OG.l rt. on I' Curve Drirk Dnrk..... C...t Irou. onTMJ'.••t,portal to Rllht nt Went End ........ run It~ to portal. on lace 

Eut Encl 25.2 rt.on 0°15' Curve llH6 KlnswD1d (New). 0.4 mile w .. t of Tunnelton Cumberland and Conerote 5 Rio~ 2.u[mu 4201.G 1-WV-42.2 to Hi1ht 4176.4 It. on Tancont J 31' O'' Stone ...... and llrick I Brio ..... Sheet 12. (JgtO) Station .. , .. ,,, •.• , ..... , Grafton ..•....•..... ta Wcet End ................. 
I 

I 
-

Eaet Eadl 7 ft. Stone 
St.one Seo. E. 7 ft. Soo-j 

2106 Elkln1(M & K R I . I Alb . h M t d 25~ rt. 20• 35' Curve to Lelt at West End End 13 It. tlon Ston• 
1-WV~l.l R D ) • • . 1.0 mtle Weet o n1 I orpn OWll an Eut End, 217 ft.10"00' Curve 1 IS' O'' Timber l:ltone Sec. at E. End I 4n.o ....... cn.o Sheet 32 • . ,;;,;;;"""' , ...................... 1 •.• K. •ri ......... I lo ........... , ......... Arch W. F.nd n .. t 

Stone Side I Re•t Timber... I 

I I 
Walla..... Tim lier •.. j 

1 

\ 

i·c· 



\RYLAND 
3JCAL SURVEY 

S W 
ERJ 

approx . 2 miles 





G-IV-C-177 
Hitchcock Tunnel 
Garrett Co. , Md . 
D. Ware , 10/81 
S. W. Portal 





G-IV-C-177 
Hitchcock Tunnel 
Garrett Co . , MD . 
D. Ware, 10/81 
N. E. Portal 





G-IV-C- 177 
Hitchcock Tunnel 
Garrett Co . , Md . 
D. Ware , 10/81 
s . w. Portal 





G-IV- C-177 
Hitchcock Tunnel 
Garrett Co. , Md . 
D. Ware, 10/81 
S. W. Portal 


