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Hitchcock Tunnel 
Swanton 
Private 1869 

The Hitchcock Tunnel, constructed in 1869, is a 399.2 foot long 
brick lined, double track, railroad tunnel with ornate brick portal 
facings. 

It is significant as an element of the pioneer engineering ac­
complishments made by the B & 0 Railroad in the construction of the 
railroad over the Appalachian Mountains in the mid-19th century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hitchcock Tunnel, constructed in 1869, is a 399.2 foot long brick 
lined, double track, railroad tunnel situated on the steep western slope of 
Backbone Mountain, 2 miles northeast of Swanton, 

It is 30 feet wide and is built on a 4° left curve. 

Its distinguishing characteristic is the ornatetreatment of the brick 
facing at both portals. The portal arches are marked by 5 courses of brick 
and flanked by massive brick buttresses. Above each portal, marked by 
corbeled brick belt courses, is the name of the tunnel, "Hitchcock", set 
into a brick saw-toothed panel. 

Within the tunnel are gothic arched recesses for pedestrian use and 
as functional relieving arches. 

The tunnel is presently in use by the Chessie System. 
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Hitchcock Tunnel, built in 1869, is significant as an element of the 
pioneer engineering accomplishments made by the B & 0 Railroad in the construction 
of the railroad over the Appalachian Mountains in the mid-19th century. 
The tunnel is part of the 17-mile grade from Piedroont, W.Va. to Altaroont, MD., 
a rise of 1,626 feet and an engineering feat in its day. 
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Donna Ware/Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
DATE 

May 1982 
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Shaw House~ 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301} 267-1438 
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