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The Knepp Bam stands just south of the southeast corner of the intersection of Route 50 and Route 219 in the crossroads hamlet of 
Redhouse. According to the 1981 MHT Coal Region survey, the accompanying house was built in 1940 to replace the 1884 
dwelling which, in rum, had replaced the original 1832 Red House Tavern. The house, may however date slightly earlier, based on 
its physical appearance and written histories. Several small frame sheds, a tile silo and a springhouse complete the farmstead. 

The timber framed bank bam stands on a foundation of coursed, roughly squared stone, partly replaced with concrete blocks. It is 
built with circular sawn beams. Vertical boards sheath the building. The roofing material is corrugated sheet metal. A tile silo is 
attached to the bam, at its southeast comer. The bam is believed to date from the late 19th century. 

In addition to the barn is a stone gambrel roofed dwelling with shed dormers along the front and rear roof spans. It is distinguished 
by a mill stone set in the west end wall below the roof peak. 
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In 1981 MHT rated this property as Mid-Level in significance. Although this property is historically significant as an early tavern 
location (1830s) at an important crossroads under National Register Criterion A, the site has lost integrity since no buildings or 
above ground resources from this time period remain. The barn while a good example of a Pennsylvania German derived frame 
bank barn of the late 19th century has lost some of its visual integrity. The barn's original materials have been replaced in certain 
areas, such as concrete blocks in the foundation and modern metal barn doors, and the house that was contemporary with the barn 
was removed, reducing its potential for eligibility under National Register Criterion A and/or C. Although William Knepp, builder 
of the Barn and his son Benjamin, who is believed to have built the house have some local significance for development of the 
Redhouse intersection, there is not documented evidence that these persons had a significant impact on the history of the western 
Maryland coal region, or of the more local southwest corner of Garrett County, and the barn is not representative of their lives, 
thus not meeting Criterion B. These buildings are therefore recommended as not eligible for to the National Register. The overall 
farmstead, however, could contribute to a potential Redhouse National Register Historic District. 

Archaeological Assessment, Criterion D, was not part of this evaluation of above-ground resources. 

History/Context: 

Redhouse developed at the intersection of the Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. Route 50) and the Great Warrior's Path (U.S. Route 
219). In about 1832 a two-story frame inn was built at this junction, on the property now occupied by G-V-A-43, the Benjamin F. 
Knepp Barn, on the southeast corner of the intersection. The red-painted "Red House" tavern and the surrounding hamlet served 
stagecoaches, covered wagons, settlers, cattle drovers, and other travelers at the busy intersection. The tavern property included a 
drovers' pasture for use by patrons' herds. Also near the intersection was a tollgate for the turnpike, the only one for the 
Northwestern Turnpike in Maryland. The original tavern operator was Frederick C. Carstens, who sold the Red House to Peter 
Shirer in 1841. Then the B & O Railroad made its way through Oakland about eight miles to the north in 1852. Eventually the 
railroad superseded the highways' freight-hauling function and wagons and drovers dwindled at the Redhouse intersection. Peter 
Shirer sold the Red House to Jacob Swartzentruber in 1855, who owned it through the Civil War. During the war, soldiers 
confiscated livestock and forage from the tavern and from surrounding farms. The next owner was Christian Martin who 
demolished the tavern, and in 1890 transferred the property to his son-in-law William Knepp. In the 1920s, Benjamin Knepp, 
William's son, acquired the property. Benjamin Knepp removed the house that Christian Martin built and constructed the current 
dwelling on the property, a stone gambrel-roofed house. He also built a gas station in the northwest corner of the Redhouse 
intersection. 
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Benjamin F. Knepp Barn 
Redhouse 
Private late 19th century 

The Benjamin F. Knepp Barn is a gable-roofed, frame bank barn on a 
foundation of coursed, roughly squared stone. Its frame is constructed 
of circular sawn lumber with mortise and tenon joints. The exterior is 
sheathed with vertical board siding. Alterations include concrete block 
repairs in the foundation, the addition of a shed-roofed frame wing 
across the rear elevation, and the addition of a brick silo. 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Benjamin F. Knepp Barn is a gable-roofed, frame bank barn on a 
foundation of coursed, roughly squared stone. Its frame is constructed of 
circular sawn lumber with mortise and tenon joints. The exterior is 
sheathed with vertical board siding. Alterations include concrete block 
repairs in the foundation, the addition of a shed-roofed frame wing across 
the rear elevation, and the addition of a brick silo. 

Also located on the site are several early to mid twentieth century 
frame outbuildings including a corn crib, and a chicken house. A circa 
1940 stone and frame dwelling replaces the frame dwelling that was the 
original mate to the barn. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF S IGNIF ICANCE 

This is the site of the former Red House Inn, a stop for travellers on 
the Northwest Turnpike (present day US Route 50), The road was opened in 1832 
and it is thought that the inn was constructed at that time. In the late 1870's 
Chris Martin bought the property and dismantled the inn to build himself a house. 
This house was, in turn, dismantled circa 1940 to provide a space for the 
present stone and frame dwelling. The barn that still stands is thought to date 
from Martins ownership. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Weeks, Thekla Fundenberg Red House'inn, site 

1949 Oakland, Garrett County, Maryland, Centennial History.(Benjamin F. Knepp Barn) 
Oakland, Maryland: Sincell Printing Company. 

THE RED HOUSE 
Built in 1884, by Christian Martin, succeeding 
the Red House Tavern. This has been succeeded 
by the present stone structure of B. F. Knepp. 

95 





A P R O J E C T E D H I S T O R Y O F T H E R E D H O U S E C O M M U N I T Y 

F O R T H E B I C E N T E N N I A L 1 9 7 6 G - V - A - 0 4 3 

By M r . Lee B . Shaf fe r 

F o r the p u r p o s e of t h i s a r t i c l e , the a r e a be ing c o n s i d e r e d sha l l b e , 
s t a r t i n g on the e a s t w h e r e N y d e g g e r s Run e m p t i e s in to the P o t o m a c R i v e r , 
once known a s N o r t h B r a n c h , now G o r m a n , M a r y l a n d , p r o c e e d i n g n o r t h w e s t , 
b i s e c t i n g the m o u t h of C h e r r y C r e e k w h e r e i t e m p t i e s i n t o the Yough iogheny 
R i v e r , con t inu ing in a s t r a i g h t l i n e to the W e s t V i r g i n i a l i n e , r o u g h l y 
fol lowing M c C u l l o u g h s p a c k h o r s e t r a i l , which fo l lowed a b r a n c h of the 
G r e a t W a r r i o r p a t h a n d wi l l c o m p r i s e the c o m m u n i t i e s of R y a n ' s G l a d e , 
C o r u n n a , R e d O a k , Lynn D a l e , G o r t n e r , M a s o n , R e d H o u s e , G a u e r , Sunny-
s i d e , U n d e r w o o d a n d S i l v e r K n o b , t h e e n t i r e t y be ing r e g a r d e d a s the R e d 
H o u s e C o m m u n i t y . 

T h e t e r r a i n i s m o u n t a i n o u s . T h e g r e a t B a c k b o n e M o u n t a i n r a n g e 
b i s e c t s the c o m m u n i t y i n t o an e a s t and w e s t s e c t i o n . In t h i s r a n g e i s 
l o c a t e d " H o y e C r e s t " , t he h i g h e s t po in t in t h e S ta t e of M a r y l a n d . 

T h e foo th i l l s a n d v a l l e y s a r e c o m m o n l y gen t l e a n d r o l l i n g , e n t i r e l y 
c o m p o s e d of a s a n d - c l a y - l o a m m i x t u r e tha t i s f a v o r a b l e fo r f a r m i n g . 

T h e r e g i o n i s a b u n d a n t l y s u p p l i e d with p u r s s w e e t w a t e r , m a n y 
p l a c e s bubbl ing ou t of the g r o u n d a s s p r i n g s , o t h e r p l a c e s the u n d e r g r o u n d 
supp ly can be t a p p e d wi th a m i n i m a l a m o u n t of d r i l l i n g , m u c h of the w a t e r 
f lowing in the P o t o m a c a n d Yough iogheny R i v e r s i s s u p p l i e d by t h e c o m ­
m u n i t y . 

T h e e a s t e r n s l o p e of the m o u n t a i n i s u n d e r l a i d wi th s e v e r a l s e a m s 
of b i t u m i n o u s c o a l t h a t l e n d s i t s e l f to both s t r i p and d e e p m i n i n g m e t h o d s * 
T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l d e p o s i t s of c l e a n s h a r p s a n d tha t l e n d s i t s e l f to f ine * 
c o n c r e t e w o r k , t h e s e a r e no t wide ly d e v e l o p e d . T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l l e d g e s 
of h igh qua l i ty l i m e s t o n e and l a r g e b e d s of p o t t e r ' s c l a y wh ich a r e not 
b e i n g d e v e l o p e d . 

S e v e r a l n a t u r a l g a s w e l l s h a v e b e e n d r i l l e d tha t w e r e p r o d u c e r s . 
At t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , t h e ou tpu t i s n e g l i g i b l e . 

An e x p l o r a t o r y we l l h a s b e e n sunk to a depth e x c e e d i n g t w e l v e 
t h o u s a n d fee t , t he f ind ings a r e a c l o s e l y g u a r d e d s e c r e t . 

H a r d w o o d t i m b e r p r o d u c t s a r e h a r v e s t e d from the w e s t e r n s l o p e 
of the m o u n t a i n a n d f a r m e r s wood l o t s . 
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The ti l lable land produces good crops of wheat, corn , oa t s , buck­

wheat and hay . Some cool c l imate c r o p s , such as cabbage, cauliflower 

and s t r ing beans a r e grown a lso-

Little of the grain crop is sold outside of the community. Most of 

it i s fed to dairy and beef ca t t l e , hogs and sheep . The poultry industry 

a lso consumes a considerable amount of grain feeding laying hens , b r o i l e r s 

and t u r k e y s . 

So far as can be a sce r t a ined , the re were no known Indian encampments 
in this communi ty . There i s , however , evidence of a s u m m e r camp si te 
in the Mason communi ty . A branch of the Indians ' "Grea t W a r r i o r ' s " path 
t r a v e r s e s the community from north to south. 

The Ashby family is genera l ly given c red i t for establ ishing, in 1774, 
the f i r s t pe rmanent se t t lement in the communi ty . 

• 

T h e r e w e r e , however , some squa t t e r s living h e r e p r io r to their 
coming; namely a family by the name of Logsden at North Branch , Gorman , 
Mary land . This was on McCul lough 's pack ho r se t ra i l that t r a v e r s e d the 
communi ty , leaving the Underwood Community nea r Char les F r i e n d ' s , who 
lived j u s t outside our communi ty . 

The s ame yea r that the A s h b y ' s set t led at Gor tne r , Mt ry land , the 
Governor , Horai to Sharpe , o r d e r e d a survey of ce r ta in t r ac t s of wes te rn 
lands that lay in our community , tc the extent of 8,740 a c r e s , and was 
patented to ; George Dixon, Hugh Scott , Samuel Chase , Colonel John Swan 
and Baker Johnston. These pa ten t s , however , were not validated until after 
the Revolut ionary War . 

In 1780, the proper ty of all B r i t i sh subjects was confiscated, including 
that of L o r d ' s C a l v e r t ' s and F a i r f a x . It was r e su rveyed and awarded to war 
v e t e r a n s . 

* 

A few v e t e r a n s , namely Dudley Lee and Nicholas Gauer , e lected to 
take up thei r w a r r a n t s and the i r pos te r i ty and l ive in the community to this 
da t e . The balance was bought by l.\nd specu l a to r s ; Captain Paul Hoye, 
Colonel John Swan, Co lone l ' s Willis m and F r a n c i s Deakins and possibly o t h e r s . 

The census count of 1800 only l i s t s th ree families that I can posi t ively 
identify as living in the communi ty , they a r e , Dudley Lee - a family of 10 
plus one s l ave , George R h i n e h a r t ' s family of 7, and William Ashby - a 
family of 6 . Shortly after 1800 Nicholas Gauer a r r i v e d with a family of 10. 

The pioneer s e t t l e r , George R h i n e h a r t , in 1823, e rec ted a smal l 
building on his proper ty and en te red into an agreement with Miss Ann Thaye r 
to do the teaching. Without a doubt this was the f i rs t school in the com­
muni ty . It was the subscr ip t ion type, i . e . , the parents in the community 
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agreed to pay a certain sum over a period of time for instruction. 

The Ashby school at Underwood followed in 1824, and then others 
were formed at Lynn Dale, Mason, Gauer and possibly others, which the 
writer does not have knowledge of. This method was pursued until the 
legislature, in LB74, passed acts for the organization of a school system 
in the new County of Garrett. 

Again public spirited George Rhinehart must be given the credit 
for establishing the first building for the use of religious worship. In 
1820 he deeded to Fredrick Haas, $ an acre of land for the site of a 
church. The following year he built a sizable structure from hewn logs. 
It was dedicated the same year by the Evangelist Missionary's Reverend 
Fredrick C. Heyer and Reverend Henry Gearhart. Its name was to be 
"Sussan's", in honor of his wife who was Sussanah Wiles, for the use 
of the German, Lutheran and Dutch Reformed Church congregation. It 
was used until about 1864 when a frame church was erected at Red House, 
which until 1907, when the present building was" erected, on a "low hill 
testifing to the citizens belief in the glory and greatness of Almighty God. 

We count eight other edifices given over entirely to religious 
worship in our community. Other denominations are located in nearby 
communities. 

In the year 1832, the great north-western turnpike was opened for 
traffic through the community. The economic impact was terrific. Settlers 
by the hundreds were lured by plenty of low priced land. Any commodity 
produced in the community found a ready market in seaboard cities. Large 
herds of cattle, swine and sheep and flocks of turkeys were walked to 
market over the turnpike. 

And here it might be well to review the building and operation of 
this vast improvement. 

The Virginia Assembly, in 1818, passed a resolution to build a 
highway from the Eastern tidewater to Saint Louis, Mo. At that time 
Virginia thought that her domain extended to the Mississippi River, if 
not to the Pacific Coast. 

Ex-President and General, George Washington, claimed thousands 
of acres of land in Western Virginia and Northern Kentucky. Such a 
highway would enhance the value of this property. 

The French born engineer, Colonel Claudius Crozet, was commissioned, 
to locate and survey the route, with the specification that the roadway was to 
be twelve feet wide and no grade to exceed 5%. 

The turnpike started at Georgetown, on the tidewater of the Potomac 

river, entered the community at North Branch, Gorman, and passed on into 
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Virgin ia , where J a m e s Chisholm had a mill on the banks of the Youghiogheny 
R i v e r . 

A turnpike company was formed, charged with the duty of letting the 
con t rac t s for actual construct ion and operat ion of the highway such a s ; 
es tabl ishing toll s ta t ions and the r a t e of tol l , the sa le of f ranchises to stage 
coach o p e r a t o r s , the location of re lay s ta t ions for the stage coach t e a m s , the 
sale of f ranchises to professional stock d r o v e r s who walked their he rds to 
m a r k e t and wagon f re ighters who t r anspor t ed merchand i se in l a rge wagons 
using from four to eight ho r se t e a m s . 

Only one toll gate was in the State of Maryland and that was at a 
point where the Oakland to Saint George highway was c r o s s e d by the tu rnp ike . 
He re was e r e c t e d a t avern , believed to have been 100 X 200 feet and two 
s to r i e s high. It i s not known for su re whether the re was a s tage re lay t h e r e , 
cer ta in ly t h e r e were stock pens , for l a t e r so ld ie r s burned the fence r a i l s in 
thei r camp f i r e s . 

The f i r s t T a v e r n opera tor was F r e d r i c k C . C a r s t e n s , who in 1841, sold 
to P e t e r S h i r e r . M r . Shirer lived in the "Red H o u s e " . It was a frame house 
s:.ded with plank painted r e d . M r . Shi rer kept a " d r o v e r ' s p a s t u r e " at Red 
House . This was a pas tu re field fenced to hold l ives tock . 

In 1854, the B . & O. Rai l road was built through Oakland. This could 
t r a n s p o r t p a s s e n g e r s and merchandise much fas te r and cheaper and del iver i t 
in betteV condition than possible by turnpike . 

Immedia te ly , traffic on the turnpike began to decl ine , S h i r e r ' s sold 
thei r i n t e r e s t a t Red House to Jacob Swar tzen t ruber in 1855. M r . Swar tzent ruber 
owned it throughout the Civil War . The t ave rn floor that knew the t r ead of the 
g e n t l e m a n ' s shoe and the tap of m i l a d y ' s s l i ppe r , now resounded to the thump 
of the s o l d i e r ' s boot . ' These same so ld ie rs bu tchered the l ivestock for food, 
se ized the forage of a la rge farm to feed the i r h o r s e s , confiscated all the food 
stuff in the t a v e r n , and they even took a conta iner of ba t t e r to make johnnycakes, 
The r a i l s for the stock pens and furniture were burned in thei r camp f i r e s . 

M r . Swar tzen t ruber was a ruined m a n , his family was des t i tu te . The 
mother and ch i ldren were rescued by neighbors in the Gor tner community 
and t r a n s p o r t e d to re la t ives in Southern Pennsy lvan ia . He r ema ined to pro tec t 
his 200 a c r e fa rm and other proper ty as much as p o s s i b l e . At the c lose he 
was an e m b i t t e r e d , disi l lusioned man . He sold the p rope r ty to Chr is t ian 
Mart in and left this community never to r e t u r n . 

The turnpike Commiss ioner d i sappeared during the w a r . The roadway 
was in d i s r e p a i r . It was left to inhabitants living n e a r b y . T h e r e was 
p rac t i ca l ly no through traff ic . M r . Mart in had no use for a t avern and 
especia l ly one of that s i z e . They demolished the building, sa lvaged what 
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was usable and e rec ted a family s ize home . Retaining some of the red 
painted b o a r d s , to c a r r y on the tradit ion of the "Red House" . 

About 1890 Chr is t ian Mart in t r ans fe r r ed the proper ty to his son- in -
law, William Knepp. 

• 

The popular i ty of the automobile and development of the motor t ruck 
c r ea t ed the need for be t te r r o a d s . In 1922 the Oakland to Saint George Road 
was graded and paved . A few y e a r s l a t e r the s ame t r ea tmen t was given to 
the old turnpike and it was designated as U . S . 50, but there was no toll gates 
or t averns for public accommodat ion. 

In the la te 1 9 2 0 ' s , M r . Benjamin Knepp, Will iams son, came into 
possess ion of the p r o p e r t y . He built a gasoline se rv ice station diagonally 
a c r o s s the highway. He r azed the old dwelling and e rec ted in i ts place an 
up- to-da te r e s i d e n c e , again using some mate r ia l salvaged from the original 
to r e t a in the "Red House" t rad i t ion . 

Heavy tonnage of freight was moved over U . S . 50 until 1975, when 
an e a s t - w e s t expressway was opened in the nor thern par t of the County. 
The wider roadbed, the mi lder g rades and prohibiting of vil lages with their 
reduced speed ord inances -would natural ly draw t r u c k e r s to use i t . Bus inesses 
along the old pike a r e in a decline now. 

What will happen to cause a r e su rgence of the impor tance of the old 
turnpike is a s e c r e t held by the future! 

To r e s u m e the h i s to ry of the community; the per iod between the 
opening of the turnpike and the Civil War , was one of expansion and mild 
p r o s p e r i t y . F a r m produce could be sold, but the distance from the m a r k e t , 
and high t ranspor ta t ion , c o s t s , did not tend toward high r e t u r n s . As to 
expansion, new homes teads were located and made passable and new com­
munit ies were fo rmed . 

1861, War was dec la red between the S t a t e s . That da rk , disgraceful 
page in the h i s to ry of our fair l and . 

Able-bodied men volunteered to s e rve on the side that exemplified 
thei r idea l s -

The Union forces e rec ted a fort on a hill overlooking the turnpike 
at North B r a n c h . They named it F o r t Pendelton in honor of Phi l ip Pendelton 
of Berk ley Sp r ings . He was owner of the p r o p e r t y . A squad of so ld ie r s 
was detai led to man the fo r t . The Confederates burned the wooden covered 
br idge over the Po tomac R i v e r . 

Being on the borde r l ine , all inhabitants were under suspic ion, and 

thus fair p r ey for foraging pa r t i e s sent out by both a r m i e s , plus roving gangs 
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of desperados who r e spec t ed no law and feared nei ther man nor devi l . 

A remnan t of General G a r n e t t ' s defeated Army went into a r e s t 
camp on a knoll covered with gigantic oak t r e e s , jus t north of the Red 
House Tavern , and the re burned in thei r camp f i res the lumber s tacked 
to build a house of worsh ip , which caused a delay of seven y e a r s in the 
erec t ion of Saint J o h n ' s church building. 

Many m o r e incidents could be re la ted but these must be sufficient 
for this n a r r a t i v e . • 

The passage of t ime e r a s e s all things both good and bad, so with 
1865 peace was r e s t o r e d to the communi ty . Short per iods of p rospe r i t y 
were i n t e r s p e r s e d with money pan ics , laboring mens s t r ikes and Government 
cor rup t ion . 

In 1884, Henry Gassaway Davis built the Western Maryland Ra i l road 
along the E a s t e r n bo rde r Of the community , providing t ranspor ta t ion for 
lumber and coal to e a s t e rn m a r k e t s . The following year the P r e s t o n R a i l ­
road Company built a logging r a i l r oad through the wes tern edge, and the 
Kendall Lumber Company began harves t ing the virgin t imber on the west 
slope of Backbone Mountain. Many laboring men were needed to man the 
i n d u s t r i e s . Workmen flooded into the community, many to r ema in as 
pe rmanen t s e t t l e r s , o the r s to move on as the work was f inished. 

Food for the lumber camps and forage for the logging t eams found 
ready marke t at fair p r i c e s . 

But it could not l a s t . In 1918, war was declared on Germany and 
o the r s for t r a n s g r e s s i n g A m e r i c a ' s neutra l i ty and h a r a s s m e n t of our shipping 
on the high s e a s . 

Our young men volunteered and l a t e r were conscr ip ted . Our daugh te r s 
joined the Red C r o s s . Households went on war t ime ra t ions to f ree food­
stuffs for the A r m y and our a l l i e s . 

F a r m e r s were genera l ly in good condition to do their s h a r e . Soil 
fert i l i ty and l ives tock h e r d s had been built up to a high d e g r e e , and the 
ha rves :s were plentiful . 

Following the war was a per iod of highway improvement . Both 
p r i m a r y roads were r e g r a d e d and h a r d sur faced . This l e s sened the i m p a c t 
of the postwar dep res s ion , thus t imes continued until the s t a r t of the g r e a t 
depress ion of the 1 9 3 0 ' s . Again the populace of the community suffered 
l e s s than most urban c o m m u n i t i e s . The f a r m e r s were well equipped for 
production without g r ea t outlay and s o , were able to produce the i r own 
food- Plus a quantity to give away to the i r l e s s fortunate n e i g h b o r s . 

Also, about this t ime the fluid milk m a r k e t was made avai lable 
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G e o g r a p h i c B o u n d a r i e s 

The ear ly his tory of the now Red House Community is void of 

documentat ion. However, some things have been told by the wr i t e r that 

can nei ther be supported or refuted. One i tem comes to mind of a s tory 

told me as a boy by Delia A. Wolfe, Daughter of Marcel lus and Naoma 

Fike Wolfe. Aunt Delia, as we Hamilton children called her (she worked 

and was a par t of our family for forty y e a r s , even precedent coming to 

Red House ) , told us of a grave near the road marked by a heads tone . 

This stone is still in our posses s ion . It is dated April 26, 1780, with 

the ini t ials M F . The s tory is that this young mother e i ther s ta rved or 

was ravaged by Indians while her husband had gone East and off the 

Mountain for suppl ies . There was no doubt that Indians, from time to 

t ime , used this a r ea in and about the community as a hunting ground. 

The Hurley Miller Es ta te farm h a s , in the pas t , been a place to find 

a r r o w heads a plenty. The date of thei r use is not supportable at this 

t i m e . (This proceding was provided by Wayne B . Hami l ton) . 
• 

Reverend John Ph i l l ips , a P r e s b y t e r i a n clergyman was born in 

Cambr idge , Maryland. He was the f i r s t school mas t e r in the community 

while a lso serving as pas tor of S u s a n ' s Church . School was conducted 

in the church . He se *ved during the trying t imes of the Civil War . The 

regu la r pas to r , Reverend John H. Cupp was at the front serving as a 

Chaplin in the Union / r m y . The Reverend John Phil l ips m a r r i e d Elizabeth 

Hoye in 1853. On January 6, 1859 the Executor of John Hoye ' s Esta te 

deeded to Elizabeth Hoye Phil l ips the old Goff fa rm, 760 a c r e s on the 

Nor thwestern Turn P ike , now U . S . 50, west of Red House and valued at 



The Red House Community (continued) P a g e # 2 

G-V-A-043 

$500.00. This proper ty is current ly know, owned and operated as Hamilton 

F a r m s . This deed was made to c a r r y out John Hoye ' s policy of giving to 

each of his neices and nephews an ample t r a c t of land. John Hoye owned 

a l a rge amount of land both he re in G a r r e t t County as well as in Allegany 

County. He had no children of his own, thus the policy for other h e i r s . 

The proper ty bequeathed to his neice was a p a r t of the proper ty claimed by 

John T . Goff, as a se t t le r in 1787. Rowan White had rented the farm 

severa l yea r s before the Phil l ips family occupied i t . In 1859 mos t of the 

land was forest , glade meadow and p a s t u r e . The Phil l ips home was a l a r g e 

double two s tory log house with a proch which connected the main building 

with a separa te dining room and kitchen. Two la rge living rooms occupied 

the l o w e r f l o o r w i t h b e d r o o m s a b o v e . S t o n e c h i m n e y s a t e a c h e n d of t h e 

house heated i t . The house served as an Inn on the Turn Pike and was on 

the north side of the present highway. Some of the stone foundation a r e in 

p l ace . 

There were two la rge barns on the p r o p e r t y . The Phi l l ips family 

were Democra t s . Thei r sympathies were with the confederacy during the 

Civil War . Children of the Phil l ips family were all born at thei r Red House 

r e s idence . The children were Minnie, Lee, F lo rence and El la . 

The following is a true account and was told by M r s . Thaddous 

Hinebaugh about 1926 to M r s . J ames Hamil ton . M r s . Hinebaugh wanted to 

visi t th> farm and meet the new owners , the Hami l tons . M r s . Hinebaughs1 

Mother was living in the Inn during the Civil W a r . She was sit t ing by a 

window holding a child. A light flashed outs ide , someone knocked and then 

opened the window to say, "We have a h o r s e thief in the barn who has a lot 
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of ho r se s h e r e . We have the place sur rounded" . M r s . Phi l l ips was 

always afraid after that exper ience . After her h u s b a n d ' s death, 

Elizabeth sold the farm and moved into a modes t cottage on the Oakland-

Mountain Lake P a r k Road, where she died June 30, 1896 and is buried in 

the Oakland C e m e t a r y . 

The U . S . C ens us of 1800 l is ts the following heads of families in 

what is now Election Dis t r ic t 8; George Rinehar t , William Ashby, Alex 

Smith, Henry-Joseph-Adam-and William White, John I r o n s , Dudley Lee, 

Nicholas and Jacob Storm, Jdhn Dixon, J a m e s Goff, J a m e s Chi lds . In 1810 

a r e Nicholas Gower, Conrad Nine, J e s s e Sharpless , - John Waltz, Alber t 

Houser , Marcus and Jacob and Abraham Moon. 

Independence Day 1834, was loyally ce lebra ted at the Inn home of 

George Rinehar t near Red House. Several hundred people attended, in­

cluding seventy women. At the break of day, two Gund were f i red. At 

noon a p recess ion formed, led by a band, and marched to the d inner . 

Meshack Browning Esqu i re was appointed P r e s i d e n t of the day and Ralph 

Thayer , Vice P r e s i d e n t . The Declaration of Independence was r ead by 

D r . Lewis Klipstine and an oration by R . F . F e r g a s o n . 

The Red House Tavern located where the B . F . Knepp res idence 

now s tands , built in August 1861, was used as a picket stat ion by the 

Union Army forces ' and information "was passed* from h e r e to For t Pendel ton, 

the only fort ever built within the bounds of G a r r e t t County during, the Civil 

War . The Soldiers would come through and take cat t le from the fields for 

food, and exchange their t i red horses with fresh o n e s . Some of the families 

along the way would be up all night baking Buckwheat cakes to feed the 
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s o l d i e r s . The Red House Inn was built around 1830. The Inns afforded 

pens overnight and feed for the an imals , as well as bunks and mea l s for 

those attending. Over the yea r s heavy traffic was c a r r i e d over the 

mountains by way of the Northwestern Turnpike, now route 50 . During this 

t ime of western migra t ion , hogs , cat t le , sheep, turkeys and geese were 

driven over this road . F l o u r , pork, hardware and all other types of 

merchandise was hauled by four and six horse t e a m s . 

"Chimney Corne r " at Red House, junction of routes 219 and 50 is 

a favorite eating place on top of the mountains . It s tands on p roper ty of 

the original Hoye t r a c t . The re were severa l s tores from t ime to t ime at 

Red House and under different ownersh ips . 

The P re s ton Coal and Lumber Company purchased the Phi l l ips 

F a r m . Their superintendant was Frank Chase . Some of the fa rm was 

brought under cultivation to g rea t e r deg ree . A la rge barn was cons t ruc ted 

by Pe t e r Gortner of the Gor tner se t t l ement . (Mr . Gor tner has a grea t 

talent as a barn bui lder . His barns kept well roofed, a r e s t i l l sound 

s t ructura l ly) The farm was for the work horses used in the P r e s t o n 

Company built a s tandard guage r a i l road from Crel l in to Shaffertown in 

P res ton County, south of Breedlove , W. Va. 

The Hoye F a r m , - now Hamilton F a r m s , was purchased b y . J a m e s F. 

Hamilton in 1925, from Senator Harvey J . Speicher . The Hamilton ownership 

has lasted the longest of r e c o r d . 
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