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The Alex Lower Farm consists of a circa 1878 frame dwelling, and 
an 1890's frame bank barn. The house is a two-story, gable-roofed 
building on a stone foundation with a basement level. Its basic 
configuration is a four bay by one bay rectangular plan with a full 
length, two-tiered facade porch. 

The facade and rear elevations have the same pattern of openings: 
three evenly spaced bays of 6/6 sash windows wich a raised four-panel 
door between the two eastern bays. The facade porch is a shed-roofed 
extension of the gable roof, supported by six chamfered posts on each 
level. Both end walls are unfenestrated. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Alex Lower Farm consists of a circa 1878 frame dwelling, and an 1890's 
frame bank barn. The house is a two story, gable-roofed building on a stone 
foundation with a basement level. Its basic configuration is a four bay by 
one bay rectangular plan with a full length, two-tiered facade porch. 

The facade and rear elevations have the same pattern of openings: three 
evenly spaced bays of 6/6 sash windows with a raised four-panel door between 
the two eastern bays • The facade porch is a shed-roofed extension of the 
gable roof, supported by six chamfered posts on each level. Both end walls are 
unfenestrated. 

The present occupant reports that the frame of the building is sheathed with 
heavy board on each side, then covered with weatherboard on the exterior. The 

roof was originally covered with white pine shingles; these have been removed and 
replaced with asphalt roll roofing material. Its box cornice has partial gable end 
returns and a plain board frieze. 

The first floor rooms have been rearranged. Originally, the center room 
contained an enclosed corner staircase on its rear wall and a stone fireplace on 
its west wall made of stones hauled from Backbone Mountian The kitchen, on the 
west side of the center room, had a cookstove attached to the back side of the stone 
chimney. Two small bedrooms occupied the area on the east side of the center 
room. The major changes have been the removal of the stone fireplace and its 
chimney, and the two bedrooms. 

The interior doors are hand planed batten doors. Vertical tongue and groove 
board panels the walls and forms the room partitions. The walls are now wall­
papered, but were originally painted golden yellow with brown trim on the first 
floor, and light green with a black ceiling border on the second floor. 

The barn, located approximately 75 yards northeast of the house, has a frame 
of circular sawn lumber with mortise and tenon joints. It is covered with vertical 
board siding and supported by a foundation of coursed, roughly squared stone. 
The first floor level served as a granary. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
house, ca.1878 
barn, late 1890's 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Alex Lower 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is thought to have been built by Alex Lower. Several of his 
relatives in the vicinity built houses on this same pattern. This one was 
built after "Aunt Jane's" house, which was located in the Bethlehem 
Settlement approximately four miles east of this site (The house no longer 
stands.) 
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Interview with Pearl Nault, current resident and relative of Alex 
Lower, 19 August 1981. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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Scale 1:24,000 
1948; photorevised 1974 

G-V-A-100 
Alex Lower Farm 
Jasper Riley Rd., .4 mile off 
E side, .4 mile N of Pleasant Valley 
Church 





G-V-A-100 
Alex Lower Farm 
Garrett County, MD 
Valerie Cesna 8/19/81 
Rear: NW & NE elevations 


