
G-V-A-122 
Chris Martin Farm 
Red House 
Private 

late 19th c. 

The house on the Chris Martin Farm is a frame, two story, gable-roofed 
building. Its basic configuration is a T-plan with a three bay by one bay 
main block and a two bay rear extension. The facade has a symmetrical, three 
bay, center door arrangement. A two story bay window with a flat roof is 
located at each endwall of the main block. Both the facade and rear porches 
have been enclosed. Two over two sash windows with plain board surrounds and 
drip moldings light the building on all elevations. Weatherboard siding with 
cornerboards covers the exterior walls. The roof has a box cornice with 
partial gable end returns and a plain board frieze with a narrow molding between 
the frieze and the cornice. The house rests on a foundation of coursed, 
roughly squared stone. A frame springhouse, a frame, gable-roofed bank barn, 
two chicken house, and several modern outbuildings are also located on the 
property. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Chris Martin Farm is located on the northwest side of Mason Road 
approximately .5 mile northeast of U.S. Route 50. The farm consists of 
a house, a barn, a springhouse, two chicken houses, and several other 
outbuildings clustered together near the road. 

The house is a frame, two story, gable-roofed building with its facade 
oriented to the southeast. Its basic configuration is a T-plan with a three 
bay by one bay main block and a two bay rear extension. The facade has a 
synnnetrical, three bay, center door arrangement. A two story bay window 
with a flat roof is located at each endwall of the main block. Both the 
facade and rear porches have been enclosed. 

Two over two sash windows with plain board surrounds and drip moldings 
light the building on all elevations. Weatherboard siding with cornerboards 
and quarter-round molding at the angles of the cornerboards cover the exterior 
walls. The roof has a box cornice with partial gable end returns and a plain 
board frieze with a narrow molding between the frieze and the cornice. The 
house rests on a foundation of coursed, roughly squared stone. 

A frame springhouse on a coursed stone foundation is located southwest 
of the house. Its entrance opens to the southeast and is sheltered by a 
projecting gable roof. The interior floor is concrete and its walls and 
ceiling are lined with whitewashed horizontal board laid flush. The exterior 
is covered with weatherboard siding. A concrete walk connects the springhouse 
to the southwest side of the rear wing. 

A frame, gable-roofed bank barn is situated northeast of the house. Its 
framing system is constructed of machine sawn timber that is mortize and 
tenoned at some joints and nailed at others. Weatherboard siding covers the 
exterior walls which are pierced by louvered ventilation panels. Its earthen 
bank entrance is located on the southeast side while the northwest and northeast 
elevations are largely obscured by concrete block additions. A concrete silo 
and a milkhouse constructed of large hollow bricks are associated with the barn. 

The chicken houses are located northwest of the house. One is a small, 
single story, shed-roofed, frame building. The other is l~ stories, gable­
roofed, frame, and about four times as long as the first one. 

Several modern outbuildings are also located on the property. 
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This house is an example of a common western Maryland type. 
Houses of this general configuration, a rectangular main block and rear 
kitchen wing, were constructed in Garrett County from the late nineteenth 
through the early twentieth centuries. 

This house was built at the tum of the century by Orris Martin 
grandfather of the present CMn.er, carro11 Martin. 
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STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines May 1981 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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