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Dave Slabach Farm I 
Gortner 
Private 

ca. 1870's 

The Dave Slabach Farm I consists of a circa 1870's two story, frame 
dwelling and a frame bank barn. The house originally was composed of a 
gable-ended section with an intersection side wing, forming a T-plan with 
a porch filling the recessed facade area. Later, the side wing was 
widened, becoming flush with the gable end section. At the rear, another 
wing was added to the side wing. 
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The Dave Slabach Farm I consists of a circa 1870's two story, frame dwelling 
and a frame bank barn. The house originally was composed of a gable-ended section 
with an intersecting side wing, forming a T-plan with a porch filling the recessed 
facade area. Later, the side wing was widened, becoming flush with the gable end 
section. At the rear, another wing was added to the side wing. 

Supported on a foundation of coursed, squared stone, the original section is 
weatherboarded and lit by 6/6 sash windows with plain board surrounds and molded 
dripboards on the first floor, and by a pair of round-arched, elongated sash 
windows in the second floor of both gable ends. The side wing sits on a poured 
concrete foundation, and is lit by 2/2 sash with plain board surrounds and simple 
dripboards. A shed-roofed porch with four square posts and a turned baluster railing 
extends across the facade of both wings. 

The rear addition is a two story, gable~roofed wing on a poured concrete 
foundation. It is lit by a combination of 6/6 sash and multi-light fixed windows, 
and is sheathed with German siding. 

The gable-roofed bank barn has a hewn, mortise and tenoned frame, some of the 
lumber having been reused from an earlier log building. On the walls of the animal 
stalls on the ground level, one of Dave Slabach's sons carved the profiles of 
several Civil War generals. 
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In 1872 Dave Slabach bought his father's 700 acre farm at Gartner, and built 
this house and barn on it soon afterwards. In the early twentieth century, he 
built another house and barn on his property, northwest of this side, and s-0ld 
them to the Swartzentruber's son-in-law. (See G-V-A). Later he built another 
house east of the Swartzentrubers for one of his daughters. 1 
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THE 

Glades Star 
PUBLISHED BY 

THE GARRET!' COUNTY IDSTORICAL SOCIETY 
NO. 22, VOL. 2 OAKLAND, MD. SEPTEMBER, 1956 

The Slabaugh Family 
It was a Bible dJsplay that a great great granddaughter, Mrs. Grace 

Gnegy White bad In her class. It was loaned to her by S. W. Slabach. 
It created so much Interest among the fourth generat:l.on that th.ls article 
came to be written. 

Joseph Slabaugh's naturalization papers read Joseph Slabach, Kidell, 
Germany. It was the year 
1832 when he was 43 years 
of age be renounced fol'
ever, all allegiance to any 
foreign prince or potentate 
whatsoever, particularly 
the King of France. 

In 1825, he married 
Elizabeth Hershberger of 
Grantsville. To th1.s fam· 
lly were born fllteen chil· 
dren, namely: Peter mar· 
rted Barbara Shoemaker, 
who resided at Springs, 
Pa.; Elizabeth married 
Samuel Gneey who lived 
at Gnegy Church, Md. 
Henry married Magdalena 
who lived at Wellman. 
Iowa; Sa m u e 1 married 

~~~ Christena Durst of Bit. 
Unger, Md.; Joel married Fran Gnegy, Gnegy Church, Md.; Mary mar
ried Henry Miller, near Dobbin, W. Va.; Susan married William Irwin, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Christine married Crist Yutzy of Arthur, Ill.; Crist 
married Hannah Miller of near Crellin, Md., and two children died In 
Shertz, of Lorraine, France; Daniel married Mary Brenneman; Joseph 
married Hannah Miller of near Crellin, Md., and two chlldred died In 
Infancy, their names being Jacob and Gideon. 

Grandfather wu a amall man, weighing 125 pound& Grandmother 
weighed 225 pounds. In 1852 they bought 700 acres at Gortner. It was 
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THE GLADES STAR 

. 
a court sale. The land belonged to James Swan who Oed after killlng a 
man. They pald $1,000.00 for these acres that are now the farms of 
Sunon Swart.zentruber, Sam W. Slabach, Edwin and Ell Beachy, Ernest 
Spoel'leln, Mrs. Anna Bittinger, Walter and Elwood Schlosnagle; Lichty 
sisters. Daniel Peachy; Emmanuel Miller, the Union Church and Henry 
Swarhent.ru ber. 

Grandmother Ell.z.Abeth walked from Gortner's spring to vlstt her 
daughter and new born son. Sol Yutzy, over on the Paul Welch farm. 
Fate st.ruck her. As she enttted the door she ask. "Does anyone know 
of a cure for heart trouble?" And at that moment, ahe fell over dead. 
Her and grandfather's graves were Jn the orchard on the home farm 
until the year 1912. At that Ume, thelr bodies were removed to the 
Union Cemetery by t:belr dau&bters, Susan Irwin and grandson&' Sol, 
Joel, Noah and Sam Slabacb. 

Some of the traits ol their chlldren and grand-children were orlg
lnallty, peneverance and butnor. 

Peter never aat up, if be could lie down. One noon be was stretched 
on the porch for a siesta. A nel.gbbor rushed up to him and asked, 
"Could you help me to put In bay?" He said "I could lf I wanted to but 
l doo•t want to." Daniel movecl from Maryland to Bloomington, W .. 
over a wagon trail. and b1a brother David accompanied blm. From 
DUnola be rode home horseback for a visJt. Water troughs and people's 
hospitality were all travelers could depend upon ln thoee dayL [' 

.._ · In 1872 David returned from Illlnola. At that Ume he bought the 
home farm for Sl,800.00. Ria son Sam now owna the remalniog acres. 
He pays aa much tax yearly u bls grandfather paid for one hundred 
acres. Hta father was so discouraged with. the run-down condition of the 
place be would have gone back to Illlnols had the transportaUoo been 
Al easy u now. B'Ut he persevered and built a new hOUR and barn. His 
brothera and alsten had a lot of fun catchlng old cavalry bones of the 
Clvil·War that had broken out of the pasture on General Kelley's oel.gh
boring · farm. They rode them for pleasure golng to Aurora. W. Va .. 
where they attended apple cutunas and alnging schools. 

In 1900, David sold part of the farm to the Swartzentruben. He 
t>uJlt another barn and house nearby. Seven years later he sold 1t to 
the Swarhentruber's son-ln-law and built another house and barn on 
'tls eaa( eighty which ls now owned by hls son and daughter LenL 
David also donated the land and Interested hb neighbors lo building 
the Union Church. He and bis 1110n Sam stood by thla church in leaderd 
sbJp !or 58 years. Only eternlty will reveal the good accomplished lo 

· 11erving lhe community so faithfully. 
Joseph Slabach had a grandson, Joel Gnegy, who could narrate 

the most humorous llU>ries, mostly about hlmsell with a sparkle to hold 
you breathless, that waa climaxed by a hearty laugh. One story: They, 
as newlyweds Uvlng ln Kansu, were awakened by a burglar. Jennie 
pleaded. "Joel, don't go out." But be rushed out. grabbing a horse on -' 
thelr porch. Calllng for her to bring a light, be aaJd. "I got the f ·· 
IJurglar'a horse." She said, "Why Joell That la our old Nancy." "Well, 
by frost. I thou1bt it waa the bur1lar'1 horse." 

THE GLADES STAR 

Slabauch Homestead, 1876. Now know H Simon Swartnntruber's 

Grandson Joel Slabach was supenUUoua, a firm believer 1n ghosts 
pow-wow-log. He was versaWe on mystery tales. In our age of el~ 
trlclty, to light grandfather's old greue lamp you can easily understand 
with a llve im8glnaUon that the four cornen or the room would move 
with weird shapes and shadows. 

Joel's next door neighbor was a cousin. Elwood Slabach, age 12, 
with nothing to do but pick tea berries and thlnlt up pranka with the 
tielp of a brother, Clayton, and sisters Clara and OrphL He could pull 
tricks lllte magic. On one of bJa jaunts in the woods be ran acroas an 
abandoned old aaw mill. It had a pipe burled ln the sawdust pUe. By 
ltldlng under the slab be dJscove.red be could talk and sing through 
tbJs pipe to make Jt sound like some bobogobleinkaur. He decided to 
!'Care Joel, so the sisters went and related the tale to Joel Son1etbl.ng 
awful in the woods by the old mill Joel wenll but waa skeptical. When 
ne heard for bJmseU bis eyes looked like Cried eggs. Joel spread the 
rumor by mid-day. Folks gathered ln, Wte going to a lire. Elwood 
found blmsell cramped and trapped under the alab pile but he carried 
on, talldng through the pipe any old nonsense he could spontaneously 
think up. When be 11ld. "Death ln the f&mily," some conjectured a man 
had been burled aUve and began digging, while othen who caught oo 
would ldck the sawd'Ust back ln. Some of the more nervoua t;ype ladles 
present wrung their hands and cried, "Ob my, keep on dJgglng." The 
ledle:s saw to It that the pipe waa removed. Scaring Joel turned out to 
be a bigger affair t.hr..n Elwood had fO!'eeet:n. He wu a born actor. He 
bad a way without being pinned down. Ha father, Sam. once fooled dee.r 
hunters by walklng backward In the snow. He, Elwood. wu a cblp oU 
the old block. 

Tbb genealoey waa written by Mnr. Albert SJ.at, David Slabacb'a 
adopted daughter. Gortn«, Md., July 25, 11156. 
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Table Rock, MD-WV 
7.5 Minute Series 
Scale 1:24,000 
1948; photorevised 1974 

Site #: G-V-A-128 
Dave Slabach Farm I 
Gortner Rd., .4 mile southeast of 
US Route 219 S 
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