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Gertner House 
Gortner 
Private 

late 19th century 

The Gortner House is a two story, gable-roofed frame dwelling on a 
cinderblock foundation. Its basic configuration is a three bay by two 
bay rectangular plan with a two story, shed-roofed addition at the rear 
and a one story, gable-roofed addition on the northeast endwall. 

The facade (NW elevation) has an asymmetrical, three bay, center 
door arrangement and a one bay entrance porch. The windows on this 
elevation, as well as the other elevations of the main block, are 2/2 
sash with plain board surrounds. A cinderblock pier foundation supports 
the small entrance porch, which has a shed roof with a central cross 
gable and two square posts. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gortner House is a two story, gable-roofed frame dwelling on a cinderblock 
foundation. Its basic configuration is a three bay by two bay rectangular plan 
with a two story, shed-roofed addition at the rear and a one story, gable-roofed 
addition on the northeast endwall. 

The facade (NW elevation) has an asynunetrical, three bay, center door 
arrangement and a one bay entrance porch. The windows on this elevation, as well 
as the other elevations of the main block, are 2/2 sash with plain board surrounds. 
A cinderblock pier foundation supports the small entrance porch, which has a shed 
roof with a central cross gable and two square posts. 

The southwest endwall has a syrmnetrical arrangement of two windows per floor 
with a two-light casement in its gable. The northeast endwall was probably similar, 
but is now obstructed at the first floor level by an addition. 

The rear addition occupies the center of the southeast wall, allowing one bay 
of windows on the main block to flank either side of it. 

The exterior walls of the entire building have been sided with asbestos 
shingles. The roof has a covering of asphalt shingles and a cinderblock chimney 
situated on its ridgeline. 

The house was moved several hundred feet southeast of its original site on 
the east side of US Route 219 S, but the date of the move is unknown. 
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This house is thought to have been built for Peter Gertner, Jr., the son of a 
local carpenter. (See Peter Gertner Farm, G-V-A-082) Peter, Jr. was a carpenter, 
as well; he being the builder of several barns in the area. One surviving example 
of his work is the barn on the Ward Farm (G-V-A-047). Whether he built his own 
home is not known. 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor 
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Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
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Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
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Annapolis 

DATE 

September 1981 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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G- V-A-158 
Gortner House 
Garr ett Co., MD 
Valerie Cesna 8/24/81 
Facade : NE & NW elevations 
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