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L.J. Swartzentruber Farm
Gortner 1908
Private

The L.J. Swartzentruber House is a 2-story brick, four bay
by 3 bay structure with a bracketed gable roof. Its unusual
plan is marked by diagonally symmetrical opposing 2-story inset
porches. It was built in 1908 by Asa Coddington for Lewis J.
Swartzentruber and is one of few brick dwellings in southern
Garrett County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This brick farmhouse is situated in Plesant Valley approximately
L% mile southwest of the town of Gortner. The house faces northwest.
It is a two story, four bay by three bay structure with a bracketed
gable roof. A 2-story wooden porch supported by chamfered posts with
square balusters is inset into the west half of the facade and runs
along the northeast elevation.

A similar pattern, with inset porches, probably existed on
the rear, southeast elevation but has been filled in with a two story
ceramic tile addition. Entrances are located on the facade, at the
northeast elevation, at the southwest elevation of the ceramic tile
addition and on the second story of the northeast elevation.

The house has two symmetrically located central brick chimneys
and an interior brick chimney at the rear elevation. Two by two
sash windows, with concrete sills and lintels, light the house.

The cellar is entered from the southeast elevation. The house
is constructed of brick and rests on a poured concrete foundation.
Asphalt shingles cover the roof.

The interior was not examined.

A frame barn on a stone foundation is also located on the property.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—-1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1589 —_AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
—1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
1900- _COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT — OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1908 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Asa Coddington

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Swartzentruber House was built in 1908 by Asa Coddington
for Lewis J. Swartzentruber. It is said that the brick for the
house was made on the farm at the reported site of Ashby's Fort.

The house is also significant for its unusual exterior
configuration marked by diagonally symmetrical opposing two-story
inset porches.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Catherine Crawford, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION - DATE

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines September 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 301-269-2438
CiTY OR TOWN STATE

Annapolis Marvland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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G-V-A-172

L., J, Swartzentruber Farm
Garrett Co,, MD

Valerie Cesna 9/14/81
Facade: NW & NE elevs,
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L. J. Swartzentruber Farm
Garrett Co,, MD

Valerie Cesna 9/14/81
Rear: SW & SE elevs,



