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The L.J. Swartzentruber House is a 2-story brick, four bay 
by 3 bay structure with a bracketed gable roof. Its unusual 
plan is marked by diagonally symmetrical opposing 2-story inset 
porches. It was built in 1908 by Asa Coddington for Lewis J. 
Swartzentruber and is one of few brick dwellings in southern 
Garrett County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This brick farmhouse is situated in Plesant Valley approximately 
~mile southwest of the town of Goi!itner. The house faces northwest. 
It is a two story, four bay by three bay structure with a bracketed 
gable roof. A 2-story wooden porch supported by chamfered posts with 
square balusters is inset into the west half of the facade and runs 
along the northeast elevation. 

A similar pattern, with inset porches, probably existed on 
the rear, southeast elevation but has been filled in with a two story 
ceramic tile addition. Entrances are located on the facade, at the 
northeast elevation, at the southwest elevation of the ceramic tile 
addition and on the second story of the northeast elevation. 

The house has two symmetrically located central brick chimneys 
and an interior brick chimney at the rear elevation. Two by two 
sash windows, with concrete sills and lintels, light the house. 

The cellar is entered from the southeast elevation. The house 
is constructed of brick and rests on a poured concrete foundation. 
Asphalt shingles cover the roof. 

The interior was not examined. 

A frame barn on a stone foundation is also located on the property. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1908 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Asa Coddington 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Swartzentruber House was built in 1908 by Asa Coddington 
for Lewis J. Swartzentruber. It is said that the brick for the 
house was made on the farm at the reported site of Ashby's Fort. 

The house is also significant for its unusual exterior 
configuration marked by diagonally symmetrical opposing two-story 
inset porches. 
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G-V-A-172 
L. J . Swartzentruber Farm 
Garrett Co ., MD 
Valerie Cesna 9/14/81 
Facade : NW & NE elevs . 
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Valerie Cesna 9/14/81 
Rear : SW & SE elevs . 


