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Gorman Survey District 
Gorman 
Multiple, private 

late 19th c. 

Gorman, named in honor of Maryland Senator Arthur Pue Gorman, grew up in the 
shadow of its "sister town" Gormania, West Virginia. Gormania had its origins in 
1830, and by 1853 had established a tannery, which would later becoI!E one of the 
town's major industries. Gorman did not come into existence until the late nineteenth 
century when the railroad passed thourgh this area, making accessible the Potomac 
Valley's rich coal and timber resources. It was the coal mining industry that caused 
Gorman's growth. The district is composed of twenty-two buildings, the majority of 
which are two story, gable-roofed, three bay by one bay, frame dwellings with porch 
and rear wing variations. 
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UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Gorman 
AND/OR COMMON 

Gorman Suryey District 

l)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Md. Rt. 560 at junction with US Rt. 50 
CITY. TOWN 

Gorman 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
.XDISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE 
_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

iLOCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS x_ YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Multiple (see continuation sheet} 
~TREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Garrett County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Third and Alder Streets 
CITY. TOWN 

Oakland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
6th 

COUNTY 
Garrett County 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE' zip code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 21550 

. 
_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.2SGooD 

.2SfAlft 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 
bLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

250RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gorman Historic District is a group of twenty-two buildings located at the 
junction of Maryland Route 560 and US Route 50, on the northern bank of the North 
Branch Potomac River. The town is laid out along two parallel roads: Md. Rt. 560 
and an unnamed, dead end road to the west. The terrain is· very hilly, rising 
sharply on both sides of Md. Rt. 560, and sloping gently down to the river. The 
Western Maryland Railroad passes through the southern edge of the district, following 
the path of the river on the Maryland side. Goermania is located directly acr~ss the 
river in West Virginia. 

The district is composed of twenty-two buildings, fifteen of them d~ting from 
the late nineteenth to the early twentieth century. The other seven ~re modern 
intrusions. The fifteen period structures are all frame dwellings, the majority of 
which are two story, gable-roofed, three bay by one bay plans with pqrch and rear 
wing variations. Very few of these houses retain their original weatherbaord siding 
or other exterior details. 

The modern buildings include a small restaurant, the Gorman Volunteer ~ire 
Department, and several dwellings. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
G-V-B-093 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

p1800-1899 

X19oo-

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTUR~ 

~RCHITECTURE 
_ART 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

~NDUSTRY 
_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES late 19th century BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

DTRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Gorman, named in honor of Maryland senator Arthur Pue Gorman, grew up in the 
shadow of its "sister town" Gormania, West Virginia. Gormania had its origins in 
1830, and by 1853 had esrablished a tannery which would later become one of the 
town's major industries. Judging from its style of buildings, Gorman did not come 
into existence until the late nineteenth century when the railroad passed through 
this area. The West Virginia Central and Pittsburgh Railway, which later became a 
part of the Western Maryland Railroad, reached Germania by 1882, making accessible 
the Potomac Valley's rich coal and timber resources. 2 It was the coal mining industry 
that caused German's growth. Although today Gorman is primarily residential, at one 

_..: t boasted a hotel and a feed mill. 3 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



8MAl?!i!!8w~~.R~1!~~~1!!r::.:~c~:thena, Ohio' 
pp. 496, 498. 
2 · · l' T 11 . d . d' . l976 69 BenJanun F. G. K ine, Jr. a . P+nes an Wm :i...ng Rivera. , p. • 
3The Wilson Family, p. 497. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
DATE 

January 1981 
STREET & NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle 

Annapolis 
STo\TE 

Maryland 21401 
CITY OR TOWN 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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Roy 0. Rafter in the year 1908. I~ was a steam ca• of appro:d patierr. 
and is still in tou·rz. 

The mone: purse of Thoma.< Wilson is at this time in the possession 
of ,\fr. G. Bert Peu-, u·hc· is a grea~ grandson of Thomas Wilson. 

Thomas Wilson and Elisha J..f cCrobie were one night fishing for 
uls at what is known as Dill Hale. EveT)'thing u·as progressing nicely 
until M cCrobic let a yell escape him and told Mr. lVilson that he was 
snake bitter.. A Iargc copperhead snc.kf on u·hich McCrobie had sat 
do:.cn or. had bittrn him and Wi/s,or. promptfr took his kni!e. which was 
repo.,.teC tD ci:i. C)·s been i-:cp: <L·ith c. ra=~:rr sharp edge. and cut out the 
affenec· bar:. After c'ressinr the ~cou.nd ~.:._·ith a cud of tobaccc. he 
p·~t the p.iect cut. from J.fr. i,fcCrooie on a hook and said,."]\'cver ,.;,ind, 
J.fcCrobic. I will catci: you an eel 1ritl: that.'" and :uni on fishing. 

In the year 188-; J.fr. Henry Harr.ill settled at u hat is at present 
knou:n as the Hamill farm. This farm is still acti:.·ely producing and at 
this time is under the management of J.frs. Rebecca Hutsor.. daughter 
of Henry Hamill. 

During the month of November .. 1889, the first coal was loaded 
from the mine knou·n as the North American. Owing to the excellent 
quality of this coal for steam purposes it has always had a market and 
gi:.·en satisiacticm to the large and varied industries in which it has 
been used. 

Xear the Thomas ~-ilson home. until recent 1·ears u:as located a 
stone :.rith a hollou•ed out circular rim in u:hich the Indians long ago 
mortared or cru <hed their ou·n corr. for bread. 

And in this war of 1926 the town of K it=miller u·ith its cement 
streets, electric lights a,,;d pou:er, excellent. schools and varied churches 
and strong bank, will hold its oum u·ith an;· tou·n in this section. 

They lea<:e us, but they alwap come back, or wish they could. 

Population of Kitzmiller 

1910 865 
1920 1,044 
1930 827 
1940 870 
1950 652 
1960 535 

7° GORl11A.V 

The following article on Gorman is from The Glades Star lune 
30 1953. Which credited the Schaeffer familJ?s book From Baltimore, 
Md., and Charleston, ll'. Va. 

Gorman, ,\1 aryland had its origin similar to that of Gormania, W. 
Va .. as it is a sister town. The Potomac Ric:er forms the state br,rder at 
this point. The to:.vn was at first called />.·orth .Branch, later Elkins and 
still la:er Gormania, that name coming into usage when the H'est l·irginia 
and PittsbuTgh Railroad was extended to that fJOint. The town then 
assumed the present name of Gorman, so named in honor of Senator 
Arthur Pue Gorman of .Maryland. Gorman has a splendid climate, rich 
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coal mtnes, and here z.s found the highest mountain .!Jealt, F,Jrt Pend!~ .. !on. 
A-mong the pioneos :.i:ere: Louis .Vydegger, John Steyer, William 

Hay, Payton Tabb, Ernest Stilley, John White, Benjar>:in Har.:·ey, and 
James Chisholm, Sr. 

Among the business men of Gorman are.· Jacob Dilgard ~ 
H. G. Duling, feed mill; B. White, blaclr:srr:ith · H ou:ard Ridder rarpen
_1.!!; {;r_o!'_e_Q!J/mg u;hQ~J~ groceries~ 

Tu:o little letters ui" and "a-"' tJ!aced on the end of CrJr~a~ a.nd 
you have Gormania on the opposite .side of the ri~·er. I ;ann·;t see u:hy 
tu:o names u:ith similar origin and topography should ha: e t:.vo names 
when one is found in the other. I fJresume the state line has significant 
meaning. 

The two tou·ns are found in the beauti'ul :.·alley of the PJtomac. 
surrounded by seven hills: The Althouse's, Hoffman's, Gilbert's, Eger's, 
Ridders, Schaeffer's, and Rinker's. The two tou:ns are tweli:e miles 
from Oakland. The climate of this community is healthful and im·igor
ating and numerous -springs of pure cold u:ater are to be found. Rich 
ueins of coal are found beneath the hills with prospects of oil and gas. 

Gormania is situated on the right bank of the Potomac where the 
Northwestern Turnoike crosses th( rfrer Jacob Schaeffer bought the 
land where the toum is located of John G. Brant for one hundred and 
fifty dollars, and during the Civil War sold it to Bailey Tabb, who in a 
short time c·oni·ewd it to his son. Elliott Tabb. :i:ho sold it to Isabella 
Cooper in 1875 for nine hundred dollars, and she to Lloyd L. .UcCcum 
for one thousand eight hundred dollars cash. J.f cCrum sold it a few days 
later, 1889, to John G. Hoffman and Sons Company of Wheeling, West 
Virginia for one thousand eight hundred, and .Jne lot north of the 
Pike for one thousand five hundred dollars. 

J. G. Hoffman a.nd Sons Company hac·e a beautiful summer resi
dence here, located ~n a hill on the .\{ arv!and side of the Potomac 
and in a beautiful gro,·e. They ou·n and operate in G,;r'7lan:'a one of 
the largest tanneries in the state. 

Jacob Rhodes Schaeffer, third oldest son of Jaco!:J Sch:ieffer. who now 
In."e3 in ~fisscuri, aged sevenrv-six, was the first man enga;ed in the tannery 
business at this place. He owned and operated a tannery from 1853 to 1858. 
He closed his business here and went to Carroll Citv, ~fissouri, where he 
engaged in the same profession until he was compelled to leave the state for 
safety during the border war'.are in 1863. He was captured the third time. and 
in the last 0ne was placed upon the execuricner's stand, and while waiting the 
order to fire, the commancing off'.cer re~')gnized him J.! a brother in the 
fratemi:y of Odd Fello-.ship. 

Looking up to the \Vest of the two to;.-:-.s v<:.u se~ r:~e '.iist0ric 'ig'.it ,)f 
Fort Per.dleto!1. It C3.!1 be seen from all ro.J.Js :c2~!~g- ~:-tto :o\\.:-1 :is !t tO\\·ers 

:::, t.:d :~eetr~~~~· d~=~pe~~~r~'i~~r'·'~:~ ;,~'~,:~ ~~:re~~.m::'.~gc·~~::~~:e~ ~~~~ 
the enemy. The trench ·.~·as du; .n a zi=f!. anc !ed :o the :Jike at the :"oot of 
the hill near the Potomac bridge~ - - . 

It was an ideal place for a fort comman::iing a good view r;f the surrounding 
countryside. The trenches J.re all sodded .wer but 1re almost as distinct as 
when first made. 

The hillsides of this fort were '.lea·:iiv :inhered which :ho soldiers chopped 
down. thm removing every obstruction ben,·een the fort and the roads over 
whiC:-: :he ene:::'.y r:-:ast p::iss. 



The iort tch-·~~ its :-:.a2e frc·rr: ti1e o:C p::,·neer se::~~r. Phiii:::i PenCi~L~:-:-.. "'·!ic
o\-.-neC. anC occ:_::>ieC i: ~·~f :r:_- an.: 2.f:e:- the Civil \\"ar. \ .. -::-ien i: fel: i:o Greer, 
Pendleton. '' h(• hep·. a lc .. rg'= su:nm~~ ~esc)r: D.ere. bu: Or1 the oppc1site sicie of the 
~orth\\esterE Tu8pi~e. Sh.:::·rtlv afte:. \\'ilEarr: Deakin be.:::ai.~e p·=-ss~ssor o: the 
property. con:inuin~ the ic1r:ner·s business and occupied it until it v.;as consu:ned 
by fire in 1888_ It was ne,·er rebuilt. Tne site is a good one and i: would pa;
some enterprising man to bCJy this pr,•per:'" anc keep a sw=er resort. 

For the main facts in the cc·nclusion o: this history we are indebted to 
one of t..":ie o1d s.o1diers \,·he· ~e:~peci cc•ns::-:J::: san1e~ John F. ~loses. ,,·no is nov.· 
eG.itar o~ 2 RepJ.::::.licz.r. :;Ja?-::- ;)"u':1:1s:-ie6 !:-i Rush\ille. l:iciiana. 

He saiC h• :Tit ir. rr.y cfiice: 
"Oid For: Pendirtor. u.as buil: in August, 1861, by the Fourth 

0 hio V oluntcer I n_f ar.try. commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Cant;:Dell, 
and part of the time by Ca:~nel john S. Afason. The regiment arrii·ed 
on :he hil:, Ai.gust 8. 7861. and on Oct. 23_. 1861. the command moved 
to Romney_. cap:uring it and remaining there until the January follou:ing. 
One company u.·as lef: in the jort for some two months_: then by order 
bleu· up the maga::ine, spiked their one brass cannon and marched to 
Oakland and joined the regiment." CourteS)· of Schaeffu Famil)'. 
The oldest house was erected in 1839-40 by Jacob Schaeffer assisted by his 

son James Henry, who was only thirteen years of age. He resided here a number 
of years, keeping an inn during the great traffic that was carried on over the 
Allegheny Mountains by way of the ::\orthwestern Turr.pike, which was one of 
the best macadamized roads in America. At this time there were no railroads of 
any extent in the country. The B and 0 was constructed between Baltimore and 
Washington in 1844, and some years later continued westward. During this time 
hogs, cattle, sheep, and turkeys and geese were driven over the great national 
highway. 

Flour, pork, salt, hardware. merchandise. etc., were hauled m·er this road 
with four and six horse teams. He also kept a tollgate here and it v:as here 
he learned the cabinet-making trade. Many of his make of bedsteads, bureaus, 
and safes are still in the homes of many residents, especially the oldest settlers. 

FACTS ABOUT GORMAl1i' AND GORMANIA 

Jacob Schaeffer erected the first log house. He was the first postmaster. 
His son Jacob Rhodes was the first tanner. 

The towns are surrounded by seven hills. 
Gormania had its origin in __]_830. In 1839 the town was called Schaeffer

ville. Later it was called Elkins, so -cilled-irter Stephen Benton Elkins. then 
vice-president of the West -Virginia Central and Pittsburgh Railroad. Gter it 
was changed to Gormania in honor of Senator Pue Gorm-;_n of :Marvland. The 
first name- was called the !\: orth Branch. . 

Gormania has two churches - Presbvterian and Methodist. 
Charles H. Ferrebee built the ston~ foundation for the ~1ethodist Church. 
On ~1ay 19, 19'.!i, this church wa~ destroyed by a tornado. Rebuilt the same 

;-ear from concerete blocks made by Luther Riley and stuccoed_ It was dedicated 
September 4, 1927, by]. B. Merryman of Keyser. 

The elevation is 24-12 feet. 
You can look west and see historic Fort Pendleton. 
The Indians called Potomac "Co-hon-go-rn-ta," meaning the river of wild 

geese. 
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Gorman, WV-MD 
USGS 7.5 Minute Series 
Scale 1:24,000 
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G-V-B-093 
Gorman Survey District 
MD Route 560, at jtmction 
with US Route 50 
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Garrett Co . 
V. Cesna 10/81 
Photocopy; Flood in Gonnan-unda~ 
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Gorman Survey District 
Garrett Co . 
V. Cesna 10/81 
Looking SW down tracks toward 

Gorman Bridge 
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Garrett Co . 
V. Cesna 10/81 
SW side of street 
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SW elev.; Parcel 60 
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V. Cesna 10/81 
Parcel 72 
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SW elev,; Parcel 78 
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V. Cesna 
Rear: SW & SE elevs . Parcel 33 
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