HA-1001

Clark-Grier House 1859-61
3246 Grier Nursery Road

Cherry Hill vicinity

Private

The Clark-Grier House is significant in local architecture
as a rare example of mid-19th century brickmasonry in the Deer
Creek valley, an area where stone and frame structures predominated.
The house is also significant in local history for its association
with the Grier family, the founders in the early 20th century
of a nursery which is still in operation and from which the main
north-south road crossing Deer Creek at this point takes its name.
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The Clark-Grier House is an 1861 two-story brick house with
a smaller two-story service wing which is located on the west
side of Grier Nursery Road just south of Deer Creek, near Cherry
Hill, Harford County, Maryland. The main elevation faces east.

The principal facade of the main section has five bays
with a center entrance and a shed porch over the three central
bays. The porch has chamfered square posts and a concrete deck.
The doorway has rectangular transom and sidelights. The window
and door openings have flat brick arches and stone sills. The
windows are 6/6. The exterior walls are laid in 7-course Amer-
ican bond. The slate gable roof is broken by prominent interior
chimney stacks at each gable end. The two-bay south elevation
has an inset datestone near the gable peak which is inscribed
"B.J. Clark 1861". The eaves are extended and have exposed
rafter ends. The wood cornice returns on the gable ends.
This cornice is simple, consisting of a crown molding and corona
over the deep soffit with the exposed rafter ends here visually
functioning as block modiilions. The cornice and prominent
chimney stacks add greatly to the character of the house, giving
a more sophisticated appearance than that usually found in
rural houses of the mid-19th century. The west or rear eleva-
tion of the main section has three bays with an additional
window on the first floor between the center entry and the outer
bay. Three iron hooks protrude from the brick below the second
floor center window, indicating a hood or porch roof was probably
originally attached there.

The smaller wing adjoins the main sectlon on the north
gable end. This was the original kitchen and slave gquarters.
An enclosed stair formerly led from the kitched to the second
floor which had no communications with the second floor of
the main section. Shed porches with standing seam metal or
corrugated metal roofs shade both the east and west elevations
of the wing. The porches have plain square posts and balustrades.
The basement is exposed on the north and east sides and a series
of windows, probably recent additions, encloses _this area. A
third chimney stack is located on the north end of the wing.
The interior has much original woodwork intact, but has been
divided into two separate rental units. The surveyor was only
able to examine the apartment in the service wing.
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local history

SPECIFIC DATES 1859-61

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

James A. Grier,

builder

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Clark-Grier House is significant in local archltecture
as a rare example of mid-19th century brickmasonry in

an area where stone and frame structures predominated.

The

house is also significant in local history for its association

with the Grier family,

the founders in the early 20th century

of a nursery which is still in operation and from which the
main north-south road crossing Deer Creek at this point takes

its name.

BACKGROUND AND SUPPORT

The house was built from 1859 to 1861
farmer,
had an earlier log house and a saw mill on
The bridge
crossing of the present Grier Nursery Road 7
It was replaced by the présent concrete and steel bridge

a Harford County commissioner,
ing to the 1858 and 1878 maps.

Bridge.

in 1955.
James Alexander Grier,

in Chester County,

the builder
Pennsylvania on February 26,

and

of the house,
1817.

for Barnet J. Clark,
surveyor.
the property, accord-
at the Deer Creek

was known as Clark's

Clark

was born
He was

apprenticed to a Philadelphia carpenter at the age of 16 for a

three-year period.

After finishing his apprenticeship and work-

ing an additional two years in Philadelphia, Grier moved to

Baltimore County,
there for several years.
he lived for 25 years,

settling near Towson,

and worked as a carpenter
Later he moved to Washington, where
including the period of the Civil War.

He was the superintendent of the John Lord Construction Company.

During the period Grier lived in Washington, he worked on Robert

E. Lee's Arlington mansion, according to family information.
Having married Mary Jane Thomas of Harford County, Grier

retained family ties to this area,

mission to build Barnet Clark's house in 1859.

perhaps leading to his com-
The bricks were

made on the farm and slave labor was used for much of the work.
The Kellog Brothers of Rocks did the brickmasonry and Grier

himself did the carpentry work.
by James Polk Martin of New York.

from a quarry on the north bank of Deer Creek.

In 1894,

James Griler's son John P.

The main staircase was built
The soapstone hearths came

Grier bought the brick

house from the son of Barnet Clark and James moved to Harford

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES NA-I00

Article on George Grier, Harxford Record/Democrat, June 15, 1983

Portrait and Biographical Record of Harford and Cecil Counties,
Chapman Publishing Co., Chicago, 1897.

Notes compiled by Elwood T. Grier, ca. 1956. (Historical Society
of Harford County Archives)
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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HA-1001
Clark-Grier House

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cont.)

County to live with his son's family in the house he had buiit
33 years earlier.

In 1908, Elwood Grier, grandson of James Grier, started a
nursery on the farm and did much of the private landscaping in
Havre de Grace as well as the grounds of the Bayou Hotel (HA-1127)
and U.S. Senator Millard Tydings' estate Oakington (HA-9) near
Havre de Grace. The Perry Point Veterans Administration Medical
Center in Cecil County was also landscaped by the Grier Nursery.
The nursery is now located on the north bank of Deer Creek just
east of Grier Nursery Road and is owned by the brother of George
Grier, the current owner of the Clark-Grier House.



CLARK-GRIER HOUSE
HA-1001

CHAIN OF TITLE (PARTIAL)

635/152 Grantor: Ethel A. Grier, widow, also known as
22 August 1963 G. Ethel Grier
Grantee: George A. and Betty J. Grier
Acreage: 130; " . . . subject to the right of

. . . Ethel A. Grier to occupy the
brick dwelling thereon for and during
her natural life"

410/114 Grantor: Anne Louise O'Neill, unmarried
13 February 1954 Grantee: Elwood T. and Ethel A. fGrier
Acreage: 55, on the east side of Grier Nursery Rd.
198/29 Grantor: John P. Grier, widower
8 March 1926 Grantee: Elwood T. and G. Ethel Grier
Acreage: 135
71/19 Grantor: Barnet R. and Addie V. Clark
19 March 1891 Grantee: John P. Grier, of Baltimore County

Acreage: 135; ". . . being all the land be-
agueathed to Barnet R. Clark by his
father Barnet J. Clark (Will Book
BHH 3/15)

Amount : $5500



4 WA
Sililoint o, f.‘ivfya: |
et
: ~ .‘?w‘ym.r
; st -

R o . Thomnas _ ””J
/J,', N | - " /
”I" '%\ ¥ “ -“: /
":\ % Michimenon.  _ 77 £
r P & . ;#(
T ol
W Mrgan -
Yo IR TRy, L
///’ . TRV g N '.”.*".*»: -
= "N orgs SR, - o,
= OMichacl \ R
Aicduers Jﬁm? v o STrrmMe
1-' . Jﬂﬁ ay
ACilberte P ]
n SHarromw

] L (mCErerensien

¢\WZ e ;Z Wik J Balidwin

'fl?ﬂ;m'_‘. -l’éwv
4w i 2 :
i "
I < Weervowe bﬁb\_
HB .[“ [ \ 2 Noornas
' i o Rl N
.Jemt y /‘f/&/ “’-.
\ Dowling Mn’d’f! M Beal 24
ﬁ' j‘ /v
St ering
”'L Clark-Grier House HA-1001

j Clark's Bridge on Jennings & Herrick Map of
s-Harford Countv. 1838

W
Seolt \\

0. seotte /.
* Hrsideatt )




ey ; IN O petye
: .f I " i )

l - 'y »r
Mmll -_’ 't'“' !"o . i
Ny W I - \
] ' oJrew
Ndrrn Cosrer, =N e i
v oot k‘d“ N "\ Sooon .S Bitsie nerr
Aax Jhrrmierr <
A R o
o e
. ~ >
“_w" 'bv.sm.mo
utt Seeen! Merrr
s f'l!"l‘”' &\ - Wi
ti"‘ﬂ :
Tl S I Pitips -
f i .
= .7&:!2”0#,‘ Ve Savy
: &E ,g ;,u L7 S P
E 5 E >
_J - :‘gt‘a fa. ¥ _.-'."1 #
+ il ,'\"" & AR
b ¥ & K P Y < /il#.uﬂw
aTe i W -
fm‘nut .  Witogii's-, _"';(‘»t‘;:' ..If},_,-ﬁp—r—-_-" ==
- ] \ wnwﬂ = = s 5 3 "“a'.* “Foees e ¥irileh .}\ -'ﬁ-‘,"‘mn W
lnﬁ”‘ ;o.j)‘f,m,.lu.',,. A Rinary Meth Ly () o ..:,Uﬂll,l . .._,’,“ . NS -.1,.*'-4,..,.." ] 'M.A' () AP T,
. . . it e 3 e e <s e Vg A o .
“ ,1-:--;{':. “"M,h__” '.l'&rwnh t " %;‘% .~ 7t N ,s:“':."l P il T4 e .-,‘/e;",,',-!ﬂ!.wf-,,, 'n’.:. [“l “,.l "‘"”"""’%Jwﬁe
. l.’_'_ -\:M[ . '..; Reres Suvrrbomviugh oo .p% 1%‘. 153 ﬁ“’.ppl!- . ) 4-,“." i Q. I{t"‘:’(‘ Joug Sowvery
24 Porkerdoirbor sk 01 “r { kel 3&, L. p ,.n Lq, e 3

_ - D
! ot " "l"ﬂtﬂ.ﬁ'll fotr ‘ Motk . -' - f.f‘ "kt c""“'” ‘* b l e
) W k B - w - "-""_.t g - J:L . i
g\ == s e M Gulbrpth ,4h g \ S5 5--"'3-*---"‘.'., (R 4 -ﬁ;‘ eyt i Hdmy Lf ""‘""""’ ::

. - s - £ a5

k Sohep, . . _ > dna (orter e oo Stake St o ._

W Sper )“mﬁﬂ‘ ‘. i ‘& ,_. " A 4"1, Em St e Riﬂun"l.’ﬂ m"m -’d&ﬂmﬂ

Quck e . gt o : e
I*? ”O\ ) T ETrAS . ~ e :1 » w s \

g . . s sovas - - e
(M?{‘v *\ﬂ‘?m "n = %, . - .
y Mradan ol F ~ Yl v . ¢
= ,&Mm-\ LB Pinker Mg iy wa bhpilin/ Sy 0 o y . st e NCr e LT
b r . e - - A fiu - ‘f_.".@fdl‘!f T o k\)‘ -l .,,
’ Lastionald, | LA N s l 4"

=Y e N g My Thew VY Herke s ad - *——“Em—-—f*-—r’"”“”' "
- ——— . e - - et WL = fa
S - == w . " = Woaklew Vi nariy
[ **’% “_‘__,_" _"‘J ( ., 1 ‘:h' 'f 4 . -t I' 1 Ptk o i Divokiniwwl] . )
g 1 B O - o L« , Moo d lun SScwtt o 7 /IR, Sy Ry Meogboryladheeds N \ msuel oy K]
i ‘_iﬁa Moot Phisfin g .one HSentt » ) N Pt ' “'jf"u ""m;:, - o Bgaeasis ’h ) Loaute Wikt \\_ e .w::i'
. = Rh‘“ " l‘) T N I’;_:f":::l ;r el -J' "l"f/‘ﬂuﬂ‘cn i ’
prige { f-ﬂ'- h_k o ! m.lvpl.lm iy “;It " " Sy Noping .F,_ﬁ’” =
: L — N \ it & e
W T Clart S Mareaiea s f"*‘" ; ‘:’.g" L s ’”“"‘“".,,h s Faisee
= sa—*ﬂ“w I o o ; - * (TG Rooth n.«w -2ty «"‘ﬂf“
I » h 1t T\ oS o " “‘r.. W Vel
= y" - 'nrnf P P ANGH ’w&w&q L ':':' k2 ‘
B, LT Witre? hosnu SHil Lo U0 p 3 er -£='u S—
- ﬂp - ’m R\m _'t“. R T ] %
rresthee ary? diirense

g '“" 4

o Teemteaihh € danh . N -~
‘u"“‘nﬁ-/ M. v‘ l 4 A O

GG RErwd P Cone! Aefy 1 . * o TanBurwood
L fa i V7F YT 3 S * s ‘_ -"ﬂw¢ .
shcadyre Hvicded ) Eserr el s '..A FMonkadle

.J'
f.“' e ” -
¥ s ‘: "
AT \ I W Y 5

vl Fﬂ‘“"‘;" ) DA O b : ; a..u.miph:"“"w}( v "hvuq,, Clm‘h ier House > A—] : '
f e Ko ass T, Sl et 2 g ‘V » Ut Aot ot & », . _,“”,"';;;fr" Mart 's lbp of Hﬁiard : '

S Henmy Laveher _..rff"r \ - w F y “.,;.r" Py f'ﬁi.ﬂc o *.f *;f' > g H

r:’”ﬂ’“_l.mf,ﬁ ,"' Pnptent / 4 ‘1':".:::;';’:" -‘ P ‘:‘-‘.?' £ “J'(’:l‘ » :: :';rjﬂs:“" .f ‘)‘ A ;ln, L™ 5 | Thewrocliere-*
= f i~ kl!r- ;u‘ / Scin Hovvwai :’::. . :' "'.1 e S :ﬁ‘:’:":i", :‘:’:t' l‘-xaﬂ}?':,': & ’m" -« ..' Hr =\ v—\w‘y’”""
”» ""-" W, r" -‘ u'q b b y L5 Py .:- ‘. . di A y i, e ?-.l:: ; ‘.’. s § .‘: . ==\ | Lo

/’




iR 3
" 5
« MM &
'c:"}_ o
g
I
| -
l"" Minetield S
-_.' -, 4e9 &
y ~
P T 2
. ,'_").‘;--’ * ;:t
oo~/"’ r o
/ \ss6
t,;- -’_/" = \\ '?'Q‘I'O ]

\ — =
« Cherry Hill
el PR

3973739

D00 FEET (PA. 76922730

9 2340

Fo~EsT ~iLL 2.9 wi i
BLL AR T2 M ’.?@
ROAD CLASSIFICATION ".,f,‘
%%,
Heavy duly Light-duty = LN
Mediumduty e ——e== Unimproved dint
—— —e— Harford County
[~ . ¢¢ |||| uses 7.5 minute series
MARYLAND) (§1 F Gram Giainbaate
AR A HFawn Gtﬁ\?--._. Quadrang
a7/ Scale: 1:24000
CUADRANGLE LOCATION NIGI7TE WIS T
< y 1956
ns shawn In purple compiled rom aerial PHOTOREVISED 1974
¢ ophs taken 1974, Thix infarmation not field :lifr(kud AMS 5763 11l RW - SERIES V3S







Clark~Grier House HA-1001
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis

April 1984

N eg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust

East elevation
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Clark-Grier House HA-1001
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis

April 1984

Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust
South elevation
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Clark-Grier House HA-1001
Harford County
Photographer: Janet Davis

April 1984
N eg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust

West elevation
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