ABSTRACT

HA-1022

MASON-DIXON LINS: MILESTONE NO. 29(31) 1766 (reset 1902)
Cardiff/Delta, Maryland/Pennsylvania

Public/private

Milestone No. 29(31) marks Mason and Dixon's 29th horizontal mile west of the
initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning point of their
230.228-mile West Line, the longest of their survey lines run and marked to define
the boundary between the English provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania. The
monument, first set in 1766, is an embellished oolitic limestone post with a low
pyramidal top, guarried and carved in England. It originally measured about 12"
square by about &:' long, and had been cut to stand about 3' above ground. Repaired
and reset in 1902 in its oriéf%gi}g{%%nggging the course of the 1900-~03 Resurvey
of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, it now measures about 11}2" square by about
10" high, is in only fair condition, with the capital letters P on the north
(Pennsylvania) side and ¥ on the south (Maryland) side chipped, most of the other
embellisﬁ%gn%g?ggﬁg?egnd a large chunk out of the west side. All surfaces are
very weathered, and the stone itself neglected and unprotected. On the federal
and state levels, No. 29(31) is primarily significant as one of a series of 135
original Mason and Dixon monuments still standing along their West Line, commonly
known since Civil War times as the lMason-Dixon Line, notable for its historical
impact anc innovative boundary survey methods. Locally, as one of 17 original
monuments remaining within the present Harford/York county boundary, it is also
significant as one of a diminishing number of objects and structures still

visually identifiable with our colonial and Civil War heritage.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magi No., 1310223234

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

iEAME BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP)

HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon's) West Line, 29th Mile Stone

AND/OR COMMON
Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. 29 (1900-03 Resurvey Monument No, 31)

BLOCATION (not for publicaticn)

STREET & NUMBER off west side of Main Street (MD 165/Pa LR-66070)

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Cardiff{Delta —_ VICINITY OF MD: 1 / Pa: 19
1A ana/ ani o A
laryland/Pennsylvania MD: Harford / Pi: York
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS N/A PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X_pusLIC __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUIﬁ?‘AON ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
X -OBJECT __IN PROCESS . —_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED X_ YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL ._TRANSPOSR‘[CAé'IgréJ
__NO . __MILITARY X_QTHER
boundary marker

HOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument only; see Thematic Group NR nomination form)

NAME 3State of Maryland/Conmmonwealth of Pennsylvani
Sta y /C J Tefephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN STATE, 21p code
VICINITY OF

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION n/a

see surrounding property ownership list) Liber #:

COURTHOUSE. FOliO # :
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

EJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (150 see Thematic,Group i
nomlnaglon 11181'!1’1
TTLE  gyorford County Historic Sites Inventory

DATE ;

HA-1022 entered c. 12/69 (undated)_reoeraL X _STATE __COUNTY _ LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS Haryland Historical Trust

CITY. TOWN STATE
Annapolis lMaryland
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED L UNALTERED XoriginaLsiTe (redetermined)
__GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
L raiR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No. 29(31) marks Mason and Dixon's 29th mile west of the initial
stone at the northeast corner of laryland, the beginning vpoint of their

230.228-mile Jest Line. It is the original milestone of 1766, BSpB0%.8rkgged

reset in its redetermined site in 1902,/§§din fair condition in a much-endangered
location.

The area here is the middle of the adjoining towns of Cardiff, iiaryland/
Delta, Pennsylvania,/ﬁgg&%e o? Eglri?%g%ugnglate quarries / og%g% afcenturies,
as well as their unique green marble quarry. The site is about 60' west of
Main Street (MD 165/PA LR-66070), on the south side of an alley opposite
the junction of Chuxrch Street, within a trucking freightyard at the rear of
Service Feed and Supply Company. It can be easily seen from the main road and
alley all seasons. lost of the time it is not protected by any metal posts
or identification of any kind, although there are several stakes a few feet
away protecting water valves (but not the stone). It is greatly endangered

and urgently in need of protection.

The monument, the original milestone set here in 1766, was like all those
set along the West Line: an embellished oolitic limestone post witn a low
pyramidal top, and had been guarried and carved in zngland. At the time of
the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary the '"'position of
this stone had been lost and the monument itself badly broken. The position
was redetermined and the monument was repaired and reset.,'" (MGS Vol. 7, 1908,
pe 84-85)., By the time of the 1950 field inspection, it was described as out-
of-plumb and badly damaged, and the foundation (concr etd c&fi ]t oyedd
Bycl969: it was broken off at the ground level and lying on its side. By 1973
it had been set up again. Ori5inally measuring about 12" square by about &'
1ong,/%ﬁ% to stand about 3' above gr%&%da €§tt%%“§1m9ua¥etﬁé iseatS%O” nigh
inspection,andSEemed firm in its foundation but out of u»lumb and badly chipped,
gouged and severdy weathered. The capital P facing the north (Pennsylvania)
side is clear but disfigured; the capital ! facing the south (Maryland) side
is still fairly distinct but chipped. Very little fluting remeins; all margins
are gone, as are the top planes; and there is a huge chunk out of the west si

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (see Thematic Group NR nomination

form for descrlotlons of tine original liason and Dixon monuments and tiae 1900-03
Resurvey method of resetting tnese)
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E} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—.1500-1599 _—AGRICULTURE ——ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC —_THEATER
X_1800-1899 — COMMERCE X_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILGSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY X._POLITICS/GOVEHNMENT XOTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION boundary surveying
SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902) MMgﬁ%gﬁ?ngﬁXKK Charles Mason & Jeremizh Dixon

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Vilestone No. 29(31) is significant on the federal and state levels
primarily as one of a series of 135 original Mason and Dixon monuments still
standing along their West Line, commonly known since Civil War times as the
Mason-Dixon Line, notable for its historical impact and innovative boundary
survey methods. The site was preliminarily surveyed in 1765 and monumented
the following year, where it remains (we hope) to this day, although repaired
and reset in 1902, during the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Haryland-
Pennsylvania boundary, and known to have been broken off and reset at least
once since then. Locally, No. 29(31) is also significant, as one of 17
original monuments remaining along thepresent Harford/York county boundary,
and as such, among the few objects and structurg%}%igually identifiable

relationship to our colonial and Civil War heritage.

HISTCRY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _1lesSs than one acre

suadrangle name: Delta (USGS 7.5 minute series), scale 1:24000

UT¥ reference: zone 18, easting 38550, northing 439744

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION . ,.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland COUNTY Harford
STATE COUNTY -
Pennsylvania York
FORM PREPARED BY (also see form by Jean Ewing c. 12/69)
NAME/WLEAlice Martin (volunteer, Mason-Dixon Line boundary marker surveyor)
ORGANIZATION ‘ DATE (site surveyed with
Maryland Historical Trust/Maryland Geological Survey 12/12/79 Jean Zwing)
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
14308 Mount Avenue 301/472-2128
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs. t108



INSTRU _.TIONS

SEE

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the

($1)

Hh 102z

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

Ef. RRE T — . - —
COMMON:
Oixen St , ik 29
@]m Xen ¢ e .
AND/OR HISTORIC:
[2. LocATION
STREEJL ANC NUMB .
1]
v X1 Manke ~A¢-A¢<‘
CITY OR TOWN:
\
L /
STATE m 7 COUNTY: !: /
{3. CLASSIFICATION . el -
v
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
ow STATUS
(Check One) , NERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
T District ] Building Mpublic Public Acquisition: D Occupied Yes:
2 Site 3 Structure | Private O In Process cufled Wicted
{Obiecf ] Both ] Being Considered irJatign work nrestricted
in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Agricultural ] Government ] Park [[] Transportation ] Comments
™ Commercial [ Industrial (] Private Residence 7] Other (Spedify)
[} Educational [ Military [J Religious .L
" Entertainment ] Museum ] Scientific s b ‘~
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - LA
CWNER'S NAME:
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION e v e e
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: .~ | =77 . N
STREE T AND RUMBER: _ K Y = e ! T
CITY OR TOWN: i B staTev DT INNTD
___Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg. #): _
8y REPRESENTAT*ON IN EXISTING SURVEYS ‘ iy
TITLE OF SURVEY:
DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal [} State ] County [] Local
[DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: J
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[ Excellent [ Good O Fair fDeterioroted O Ruins O Unexposed

CONDITION E (Check One) (?ck One)
¥ Altered O Uncltered [J Moved ¢ [] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
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INSTROVCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[] Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century Jth Century
] 15th Century [J 17th Century 19th Century

] 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Political

Abor iginal ] Education [] Urban Planning
(3 Prehistoric A Engineering [J Religion/Phi. [ Other (Specity)
3 Historic [ industry losophy

[ Agriculture [ Invention {1 Science

[ Architecture [3 Londscape [ Sculpture

O Art Architecture [ Secial/Human-

] Commerce O Literature itarian

[J Communications [ Military [} Theater

3 Conservation [ Music [} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

FMO(MG Sentedgudeat 7‘4 ute o 7é4
b On st fon i ghipata
e, i onahe o da Aake
M aud C!aw_a.f-f.& . Bt ws
/?73. Meaws ¢d“l. Y




JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
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(10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

i

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o , " ° ) n o , . ° , "
NE ° . " ° ' n
SE ° . " ° , -
SW o ’ » o , »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

Acreage Justification:

iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COUNTY
STATE: CCUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:

I1. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

ORGANIZATION
'\4-'3 ™y ANID

DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY CR TOWN: JNINIA S~ =
TR NP R

LY

STATE

= e D

13,
*‘JState Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use

Only)

National [T] State [ ] Local

Significance of this property is:

O

Signature
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